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Arab summit to 
be held in Cairo 


By Ahmad Shaker and agency reports 
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THE SIGNING of the historic agreement on Monday between the 
PLO and Israel at the White House, has unleashed a new political 
momentum in the Middle East. On Tuesday Jordan and Israel signed 
their own agenda agreement and progress on other tracks is also 
expected to take place within the coming few weeks. 

Diplomatic circles in Amman believe that the Arab arena will wit¬ 
ness important developments. Already His Majesty King Hussein 
exchanged telephone calls with Syrian President Hafez Al Assad and 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. An extraordinary Arab summit 
will be held in Cairo within the coming two weeks, sources told 77te 
Star. It will be attended by King Hussein, President Mubarak, Presi¬ 
dent Assad, President Hirawi of Lebanon and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat. The leaders will discuss latest developments with the 
aim of consolidating efforts and to convince the Syrians to join the 
multilateral negotiations. In addition, there win be attempts to launch 
an initiative for Arab reconciliation aimed at Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf states. 

Meanwhile, Arab sources have told The Star that they have confir¬ 
mations that progress has already taken place on the Syriah-Israeti 
track. The sources said that Syria and Israel will sign their declara¬ 
tion of principles during the coming round of talks in Washington. 
The breakthrough, the sources said, came after the PLO-Israeli 
accord and centers on Syria's acceptance to recognize and normalize 
its relations with Israel in exchange for full Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. Sources said that the Israeli withdrawal will come 
in phases. The final phase will create three areas in the Golan; one 
demilitarized zone, another with UN presence and the third with lim¬ 
ited Syrian military presence. 

The sources said that Syria would prefer to be the last country to 
declare its agreement with Israel. 

As President Arafat prepares to resume a tour of Arab capitals, 
that may include Saudi Arabia, to explain the recent accord with 
Israel, there are still speculations about the possibility of Morocco 
and Tunisia recognizing Israel now that the PLO has done so. ■ 





7 1 Jordan, Israel 
si sign joint agenda 



Historic moment: Flanked by President Clinton , Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin shake hands on Monday 


Eyewitness reports from the Occupied Territories 

Waiting for Abu Ammar 


The Star's Amy Henderson and Andrew Jeffreys report from Jericho , Gaza and Jerusalem on how 

Palestinians and Israelis view the latest peace accord. 


Jericho 


Banking on peace 


JERICHO— 



Thousands of 

West Bank Pales- • -xl'~ - 

riniflns ^ flooded ^ " 

cisra surrounding 
the Gaza-Jericho 

agreement between the PLO and Israel, in evidence throughout 
the West Bonk and Gaza, seemed to have been silenced by the 
endemic feeling of optimism at the prospect of peace. 

"Nothing worries me [about the peace]," said Jericho Mayor 
Jameel KhaZaf, a man who, like most of Jericho residents, appears 
to be enjoying new found fame. "This city is in a strong position 
to take full advantage of its new freedom." 

Confident that the large amounts of money promised by various 
organizations and governments will be forthcoming, the Mr Kha- 
laf told The Star that "Jericho's industry is built on tourism and 
agriculture—a sensible settlement will allow both to expand. ” 

The mayor dismissed fears that the life of Jericho's population 
of 15,000 (90 percent of which are currently employed) could be 
severely disrupted by the possible influx of thousands of refugees. 

"At the moment, we don't know what the number of returnees 
will be," he said, "but I expect they'll return slowly and when they 
feel the economic and political situation is suitable." 

On the streets, local merchants echoed the mayor's confidence. 
"This is going to be very good for business," said Marwan, an 
owner of a small super market in Jericho's canter square. "All the 
shopkeepers expect many more tourists to visit our ancient town." 

"Look around, already today you see a small stream of tourists 
here, something we haven't seen since the beginning of the Inti¬ 
fada" said Shukri Ibrahim who owned a small bike rental shop 
near the city center until the uprising began and tax increases in 
the West Bank forced him out of business. 

"I expect Til be able to open up again next year," he said. 

Twokilometers away in Jericho's largest refugee camp, resi¬ 
dents are looking forward to the day when they will dismantle the 

Israeli watchtowers and desert checkpoints. 

"We are tired of this restrictive occupation. Issa Naji, a 32 
year old Fatah sympathizer told The Star. "We want to see our 
own Palestinian police force." , 

The refugee camp in Jencho, which houses nearly 4000 Pales¬ 
tinians, has experienced relatively little confrofflBtxon with Israeh 
forces since the beginning of the Intifitda in 1987. The extent of 
Jericho's opposition to the peace process was illustrated well by 
the pitifully small attendance of only 100 people at a demonstra¬ 
tion organized by those opposing peace. . 

Relative economic and social prosperity have helped to margi- 


When the Palestinian flag 
fluttered over the Old City 


JERUSALEM—As the sun 
sank behind the Jerusalem 
skyline last Friday, some¬ 
thing quite extraordinary 
transpired: the Palestinian 
flag was raised over the Old 
City, and for the first time, 
remained there. Israel's rec¬ 
ognition of the PLO had 
finally "legitimized" Pales¬ 
tinians' right to fly their col¬ 
ors above their andent city. 

It started as a small party 
Of about 400 Pales tinians 
gathering behind the old Pal¬ 
estinian Theater in East 
Jerusalem to celebrate the 
recognition of the PLO. Then 
it escalated into a travelling 
party of thousands, winding 
their way towards the Old 
City. 

Shoots in support of Abn 
Ammar and the be ginning of 
peace emanating from the 
river of red, green and black 
flowing towards the Damas¬ 
cus Gate brought residents 
and shopkeepers pouring out 
of their homes and shops to 
join the party or at least 
cheer it onward. 

Old men who remember 
well the tragedies spanning 
their lives, leaned over balco¬ 
nies to give the victory sign 
to the ywinger generation 
parading past. Recognition 
was the first victory. 



AMMAN (STAR)—Jordan and Israel signed Tuesday an agenda for 
peace telks, one day after the PLO and Israel signed their joint ac- 
a>rd. The agreement was signed at the US State Dept, between Jor¬ 
danian ambassador Dr Fayez Tarawneh and Israeli chief negotiator. 
Mr Elyakim Rubinstein (picture). The framework agreement will set 
the stage for the conclusion of a peace treaty betw een Jordan and Is¬ 
rael within the Middle East peace process. 

Sources said that the Jordanian and Israeli teams at the Middle 
East peace talks have already resolved most of the points mentioned 
in the agenda or the joint declaration of principles especially through 
their negotiations in the multi-lateral talks. 

Dr Ibrahim Badran, member of the Jordanian peace delegation, 
said mat the various Jordanian and Israeli committees are already 
working on issues in the joint agenda especially those related to se- 
cunty and borders, headed by Dr Abdallah Touqan, water and ener¬ 
gy, headed by Dr Munther Hadadin. and the eeonomv and refugees, 
headed by Mr Marwan Dudin. 

Dr Badran said that the most difficult issue so far has been that of 
the refugees and that what has been agreed upon until now in that re¬ 
gard has been limited But he added that expected some progress on 
this issue after the Palestinian-Jsraeli accord. Dr Badran said that the 
12th round of Middle East talks will be held before the middle of 
next month during which sub-committees will be formed to cover 
each aspect of the common agenda. 

Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam Majali told a press conference 
Tuesday that Jordpi had finalized the agenda 11 months ago but de¬ 
cided to wait until progress had been achieved on the Palestinian- 
Israeli track before signing the agenda with Israel. Dr Majali also an¬ 
nounced the separation of the Jordanian-Palestinian delegation and 
the end of the umbrella framework under which the Palestinians 
were able to attend the Madrid peace talks. 

.In the press conference. Dr Majali praised the agenda agreement 
and said that Jordan was able to press forward withes sues like water 
and refugees. Dr Majali hinted that 1948 refugees might be compen¬ 
sated while those who came to Jordan in 1967 are classified as refu¬ 
gees with the right to return to their homes. 

Dr Majali said refugees in Jordan who carry Jordanian citizenship 
are Jordanians, but that Jordan will not stop in their way nor will it 
pressure them or evict them if they chose to return and stand behind 
their leadership. ■ 
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One lone old woman, don¬ 
ning a hyab in a sea of young 
men, trailed along with the 
crowd, waved her Palestin¬ 
ian flag over her head in sup¬ 


port of Fateh. She had 
waited years for this. The 
lines on her face show that 
she has lived the greatest 


Announcing 
The Inauguration of the 
Jabal Amman Cash Office 


Continued on Inst page 


Gaza: 


The bitter pill of peace 


Ibn Khaldoun Street 
Near Al Khalidl Hospital 
Tel. 644770 / 644771 


Continued on last page 


GAZA—Entering Gaza on Monday at 12130 pm, 
one would have been forgiven for believing that 
there had been a holocaust. The littered streets 
were deserted save for die occasional group of 
Hamas youth who randomly stopped passing cars 
to inquire their reasons for entering the city, 
"There is an agreement between the PLO and 
Hamas, that the general strike to mourn the death 
of Palestinians yesterday will stop at 3 pm, Sobeh 
Al Masri, a local leader told The Star. "Then the 


celebrations will begin." 

At exactly 3 pm celebrations began in earnest 
tne broum monotony of the unkept derelict 
streets and pavements was instantly transformed 

^ S reen ’ black and 
white. Thousands of people crammed into any 
vehicle they could find, waving their flags, bang- 
occasionally breaking into 
“■ Those who did not take to the streets. 


In UNION there is STRENGTH. In UNION there is PROGRESS. 
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Israeli company 
supplies 
Palestinian flags 

0 An Israeli company ha5 
started making Palestinian flags 
to meet rising demands in the 
Occupied Territories. According 
to AI Quds daily, the Jewish 
owner Mr Ishaq Berman said 
that his company will make 
1000 Palestinian flags and 1000 
Israeli flags for a major event 
that will take place in New York 
right after the signing of the Pal- 
esiinian/Israel accords. Mr Ber¬ 
man said that they have another 
order for 5000 flags faun a mys¬ 
terious buyer in Tunis. 

Book forgery in 
Jordan 

0 Eighty percent of Egyptian 
books sold in this country are 
not originals but are forgeries 
made by unscrupulous Jordanian 
publishers, according to the Sec¬ 
retary General of the Egyptian 
Publishers Association speaking 
to Al Quds. Violating copy 
rights, especially when it comes 
to Egyptian books, is an old tra¬ 
dition practiced ail over the 
Arab world. Whereas before one 
could tell between an original 
copy and a forgery, today this 
practice has become an an. 
What one sees on the book¬ 
shelves is usually the exact rep¬ 
lica of the original book and its 
very difficult To see how such a 
violation can be stopped. The 
real losers in the end are the 
authors and their publishers who 
spend a great deal of money and 
effort. Now that Jordan has its 
own copyrights laws, we would 
like to see Egyptian publishers 
make use of them. 

Training center for 
Jordan 

0 The Queen Alia Fund will 
open a new training center in 
October, the first of its kind in 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


the Middle East It marks a new 
phase in the Fund's strategy for 
sustainable development and 
represents the culmination of 25 
years of working at the grass¬ 
roots alongside people and com¬ 
munities. The training center 
offers training and consultancy 
to local people, field workers 
and non-governmental organiza¬ 
tions (NGO's) in Jordan as well 
as NGO's in the Middle East 
Based at the Zein Al Sharaf 
complex in Amman, the center 
is equipped with seminar rooms, 
a resource library on develop¬ 
mental issues and a production 
unit for training materials. It 
offers participatory courses in 
enterprise development, voca¬ 
tional training, early childhood 
development, health education, 
project management, communi¬ 
cation, marketing and business 
skills. Consultancy for policy 
makers is another aspect of the 
training center. Trainees are pro¬ 
vided with on hand field work 
experience through pilot pro¬ 
jects in the new Community 
Development Center, also situ¬ 
ated in the Zein AI Sharaf com¬ 
plex. The $3 million building 
and new staff headquarters is 
sponsored by the Abu Dhabi 
Fund for Arab Economic Devel¬ 
opment. The NGO Montreal 
based Canadienne Pour La Soli- 
da rite et le Development is pro¬ 
viding 51.1 million for training 


Habash, the lone 
ranger 

0 Dr George Habash, head of 
the Popular Front for the Libera¬ 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) vehe¬ 
mently opposes the Jericho- 
Gaza First deal. Speaking to the 
German Der Spiegel Dr Habash 
said that Jericho-Gaza goes 
against the principles and deci¬ 
sions of the PLO related to 
"freedom, independence and 
self-determination." He says that 
this agreement will not end 
Israeli occupation of the Arab 
territories but. will certainly 


attempt to end the Intifada. It 
does not even look into the issue 
of occupied Jerusalem, and only 
talk about the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries is in a piece-meal way. He 
said that the Israelis will not 
yield beyond Jericho and Gaza 
and gave the Palestinians lands 
to guarantee their stability and 
security. The Israeli goal will be 
total once they end the Intifada. 
Dr Habash sees the continuation 
of the Intifada as central to 
achieving the Palestinian 
national objectives and does not 
believe in the proposition that it 
has failed to 
achieve 
anything. 

He argues, 
if that were 
so why did 
Israeli For¬ 
eign Minis¬ 
ter Peres 
call for a 
military 
withdrawal 
from Gaza. Habash 
He says that 

the struggle in Gaza made U 
increasingly difficult for Israelis 
who rapidly lost military control 
He maintains that if Mr Arafat 
really wanted he could have 
stepped up the Intifada in the 
Occupied Territories to make it 
increasingly hard for the mili¬ 
tary occupation. Dr Habash says 
that he will continue the struggle 
and will now build a broad front 
that includes Islamists to con¬ 
tinue to push for an independent 
Palestinian state. 

A tribute to Omar 

0 The poet and writer Abd Al 
Raheem Omar died last Sunday 
in a London hospital at the age 
of 64. after a long heart illness. 
Mr Omar was bran in 1929 in 
the Jayoos village near Tul 
Karem in the West Bank, where 
he received his primary and sec¬ 
ondary education there. It was 
during this period that he started 
writing poetry that was politi¬ 
cally motivated. By the 1950s he 
started to publish his poems in 


local and Arab newspapers. He 

was among __ _ 

a group of 
writers who 
wanted to mf ’ 

"renew" 

and "mod- Jprl\ V 

emize" K' ;. L 

Arab litera- 

ture in gen- 

eral and X .. 

Arab poetry K •'* 
in particu- ~ ’ = 

lar. He Omar 
taught at 

various schools in Jordan and 
Kuwait then went into radio and 
journalism and was a chief edi¬ 
tor for various newspapers and 
journals, later becoming a direc¬ 
tor of the Cultural and Art DepL 
He also helped establish the Jor¬ 
dan Writers Association. But he 
remained true to his cause being 
foremost a poet and a writer. He 
bas published a number of 
poetry collections as well as 
plays and other literary works. 
By 1989 the first part of his 
complete works was published. 
In 1993, the Ministry of Culture 
published his latest poems and 
ones that be wrote as early as 
1953. Mr Omar's works has 
been widely recognized through¬ 
out the Arab world. The Writers 
Association bestowed upon him 
the Araris prize for literary 
excellence and he was given the 
State's Appreciation prize for 
achievement. 

Ballot box and 
elections tidbits 

B The Popular Unionist Patty 
"Unionists" is papering over the 
four breakaways it recently had. 
They include: Dr Mohammad 
Hasson Hamdan, Mr Shareef 
Maghribi, Mr Abdel Hafeeth 
Saqer and Mr Mohammad Al 
Khreisha. Surely this can not be 
good since these are all top party 
men. 

0 Mr Turki Haddad, an advisor 
to the Cabinet said he will be 
contesting the Christian seat in 
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the lrbid constituency. 

0 Women candidates are slowly 
coming out of the eggshell for 
Mrs Fatima Hamad will be 
standing for the tough Zerqa 
constituency. 

0 The Arab Democratic Social¬ 
ist Party bas just selected its can¬ 
didates to run for elections and 
include: Mosa Qweider for 
Amman first constituency. Dr 
Mustapha Shneikat for the 
Balqa' constituency and Ali 
Zyoof for Zerqa. The head of 
the party, ex-deputy Essa Mda- 
nat will tun for the Karak 
constituency. 

0 The number of candidates for 
the Bedouin north, middle and 
south constituencies have 
reached 49. Twenty prospective 
candidates each will be standing 
for the north and middle constit¬ 
uencies alone. The figure may 
yet still go up. 

0 The Baath Arab Socialist 
Party of Mr Tayseer Al Hrrasi 
withdrew form the Higher Com- j 
mittee for Party's Coordination 
because of the committee's sup¬ 
port for the "Jericho-Gaza First" 
option. However an official of 
the committee said that tins was 
not the real reason but related to 
party issues and positions within 
the coordinating committee. 

Up and coming 
events 

■ Under the patronage of 
Crown Prince Hassan the First 
Jordanian-German Medical Con¬ 
ference will be held in Amman 
between 19 and 21 September at 
the Royal Cultural Center. Over 
58 working papers will be pre¬ 
sented at the conference, 23 of 
which will be given by the 20 
visiting German doctors and 
professors. 

0 Under the patronage of Prin-; 
cess Alia Bint Al Hussein, the 
fourth Arab Horse Riding Festi¬ 
val will be .. ... | 

an^zfsep^ 

[ember. A 

number of ISjji 

Arab and 
European — 
countries Princess Alia 
will partici¬ 
pate in the festival. 


Outgoing French ambassador 


create psychological shock for peace 


Princess Alia 


Editors Note: Mr Denis Ban- 
chard wffl leave Jordan this 
week after four years as 
French ' ambassador ' in 
Amman. His predecessor has. 
not been named yet. Mr Bail-, 
chard will return to Paris to 
head the North Africa and the 
Middle East department at the 
French Ministry- of Foreign 
Affairs. Before, leaving *he 
spoke to The Star's Florent 
ChevoUeau, Excerpts follow. 

Was the agreement between 

Israel and foe PLO-a surprise, 
for yon? 

• Yes, it was a surprise. We 
heard about secret talks between 
Israel and the PLO, but wediatft 
believe that the negotiations : 
went so for. Few days before the 
public releasing of the text,' a- 
member of the PLO Executive 
Committee informed the French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
the Jordanian authorities of it.. 
With this first agreement 
between .Israel and the PLO, we. 
arrive at a turning point in the 
Middle East crisis. This dunce 
of peace-making must not -be 
missed. As His Majesty insisted, 
all of us, we have to support this 
process. France through bilateral 
relations, and as part of the 
European Community, gives its 
support and aid. For example, 
we asked the Middle East com¬ 
mittee to prepare a special ses¬ 
sion in order to examine what 
kind of aid the EC could give to 
the future Palestinian entity. 

What are this agreement's 
chances of success? 

A good agreement is a com¬ 
promise, and a compromise will 
have its critics. But. critics from 
both sides is a good sign. 2 see 
very positive elements in this 
accord! First, it's signed with the 
PLO. At last, the Israeli govern¬ 
ment understood that it had to 
recognize the PLO as the legiti-. 
mate representative of the Pales¬ 
tinian people to achieve peace in. 
the region. We always supported 
tins idea. During Mr Rabin's last 
trip to France, we told him again 
that his interlocutor, is his 
enemy, the PLO. . 

-Second, with this agreement' 
resolution 242 will be applied in 
all the Occupied Territories. 
Only the status of Jerusalem will 
he&WSf* Jbethirdpo^-... 



Afr Bouchard • 

,'inve element is holding general 
elections in nine months. With 
these gains Palestinians will be 
. able to go-further in foe negotia¬ 
tions with Israel. - — 

' Of course, there are still prob¬ 
lems like Jerusalem and the set¬ 
tlements. But, I think the signa- 
tnre of tills agreement and the 
handshake between Arafat and 
Rabin will create a psychological 

shock which will finally lead to 
peace. 

With this agreement, is it the 
end of foe sponsorship of the 
United States? 

I don't think it's the end of the 
sponsorship of the United States 
and Russia. The US will con¬ 
tinue to play a very active role in 
the negotiations even if they 
were not involved in the secret 
talks. But, Europe can help in 
different ways. First, it can give 
political and financial support to 
this agreement Because the hew 
Palestinian authority will face a 
very difficult situation, above ail 
in Gaza. So, we have to support 
them economically. It's a ques¬ 
tion of credibility for them, they 
[must] succeed. Second, -Europe 
will play an active role concern¬ 
ing foe multilateral negotiations. 
Certain issues will be discussed 
and will be settled at the level of 
the Middle 1 East—for example, 
questions of economic develop¬ 
ment, disarmament - water 
resources, even the question of 
refugees. Europe is already very 
activeinthesefields. - 

What is the precise ride of 
France in these multilateral 
talks? 

-.For i±obofoi^ M tiiBVelopment,' 


we put on the table very con¬ 
crete proposals concerting 
transport and communications, 
for the time, being, coramumca-’ 

. tions are much more North- 
South oriented than East-West 
oriented. Since we will have 
peace in foe Middle East, brad 
- Still be linked to all countries of 
the region. So, you .need to 
hove an East-West access. Sec¬ 
ond example is foe refugees. A 
French official was chosen by 
the participants of the refugees 
committee to make proposals if 
concerning foe reunification of 
families. He will come soon io 
the Middle.East to gather all the 

reactions fobs proposals. 

What will be the French {pol¬ 
icy with foe latest develop¬ 
ments int Algeria? 

France has very close relations 
■ with Algeria for different rea¬ 
sons: History and foe presence 
of a large Algerian community 
in France. We support the new. 
{Algerian] government and we 
are very anxious to promote eco¬ 
nomic development and to 
resolve the debt problem there. 

We think the new governmental 
team is very efficient. And wc 
hope this government will' be 
able to continue foe democratic *) 
process that was interrupted 
some months ago. We condemn 
violence from all sides. 

The talks on Bosnia in 
Geneva have failed and Bffl 
Clinton seems to be ready for 
a military action against Cite 
Serbs. Why are foe Europeans 
still a gainst a military action? 

An agreement could be 
reached. The only point which 
caused problems is the access of 
Muslims to the sea. And we sup¬ 
port this claim from the Muslim 
side. We urge the Serbs and the 
Croats to accept il Europe in 
general and France in particular ^ 
are deeply involved on the 
ground in Bosnia. We have 
more than 10,000 peace keeping 
troops foere...they are not suffi¬ 
cient to fight the Serbs or the 
Croats. If they intervene, they 
will be their hostages. That's the 
reason why we are against a 
complete military involvement. 

But we are not against specific 
air attacks on Serbs or Croats - 
‘‘Objectives. 


.. . •• Environment: "V. 

Local efforts combine to shut down quarry 


By Andrew Jeffreys 

Special to the Star 

HIGH UP on a hill in Kafr 
AlMa, overlooking lrbid, a 
group of villagers, angered by 
the presence of a quarry in the 
area, took advantage of their 
new found freedom to publicly 
air their protestations. 

The meeting was organised 
by the National Environmental 
Education & Info rmation Pro¬ 
gramme (NEELF), a joint ven¬ 
ture between the Jordanian Soci¬ 
ety for the Control of 
En viron mental Pollution 
(JSCEP) and the Friedrich Neu¬ 
mann Foundation (FNF) which 
aims to "work towards the 
establishment of policies, stan¬ 
dards and actions for the protec¬ 
tion and improvement of the 
Jordanian environment." 

Opening what he described as 
an "environmental forum," Wal¬ 
ter Rudal, President of FNF in 
the Middle East, told the almost 
200 locals that "people only act 
when they are hurt by environ¬ 


mental dangers as you have been 
hurt by the quany.” He went on . 
to urge the need for "a strict liti¬ 
gation procedure" before con¬ 
cluding that "environmental 
knowledge must lead to political 
action. Its the only way to stop 
such dangers to people's well¬ 
being." 

The speakers including Suften . 
Altan, ex-Head of die Depart¬ 
ment of Environment and Mahdi 
Al Jaghbeer from the University 
of Jordan in co-operation with 
the Mayra:, Tareq Al Sibai and 
Mr Kaglaf Ogla from the Mims-' 
try of Municipal, Rural and 
Environmental Affairs, to dis¬ 
cuss the environmental and polit¬ 
ical issues surrounding the 
quarry with local inhabitants. 

After speeches, the debate Was 
opened to the floor allowing 
numerous individuals, respond¬ 
ing to Dr Allan's request to 
"tackle the problem democrat!- . 
cally", to question the procedure 
for granting mining licenses and. : 
to criticize the ministry for its 
"lack of foresight" 


Two.of those present, Dr Altan 
and Mr Al Sibai, were part of the 
committee from the Department 
of Environment that refused to 
recommend foe site for quarry¬ 
ing. The department was over¬ 
ruled by foe ministry, and a pri¬ 
vate contractor was subsequently 
granted a year’s license, much to 
foe annoyance of foe local farm¬ 
ing community who have had to 
suffer foe adverse affects of the 
micro-dust it produces. Attempts 
to lobby the- Government over 
the last year have failed and foe 
mayor was therefo re grateful .for 
the belpofNEEIP. 

"It's been a great success," he- 
told The Star, “it will help put 
pressure on 'foe ministry to 
ensure that-foeyl finish foe 
license in November/ as.Mr Olga 
promised yesterday," • ' 

Dr Allan agreed.TWe came to 
help people help themselves," he 
said, "they need to know about 
the risks .such ventures expose 
them to and how they can chal¬ 
lenge decisions . .from the' Gov¬ 
ernment if they feel they . are 


People and Politics 

Continued from page 3 


posing thar the elections be 
postponed because the peace 
process will polarize public 
opinion. But Prime Minister Dr 
Abdel Sal am Al Majali told Salt 
officials at a recent meeting that 
the elections will be held on 
time. So for the time being the 
elections, which had gone 
through foe tumult of changing 
the electoral law and dissolving 
Parliament, are on track. 

Writing scientifically, 
writing accurately 

0 Jordanian writers and com¬ 
mentators are confused. They 
are asked to publish their opin 


ion, but when they do not 
every one is happy. The TV and 
radio aired a number .of intern- 
views with Jordanian - writers 
who commented on' foe PLO- 
Israeli accord. It was probably-a 
coincidence that all of them; were 
critical of foe accord—or were 
they? Some Arabic newspaper 
columnists misinterpreted -the 
official Jordanian reaction- and 
launched a strong campaign - 
agafost tbePLO. 

To get things back to zwnnal 
His Royal Highness- Grown 
• Prince Hassan gathered journal¬ 
ists and editors and spoke of foe 
role of journalists and columnists 
in dealing with' facts and in lav 


mg a sense of responsibility 
that goes : beyqnd one's personal 
beliefs. Some writers took foe 
Prince’s comments as ^criticism 
of. their own /writings and made 
. sure .to. go on -record in' foe tele¬ 
vised meeting to. ■ say l that- the ' 
. Prince was riot taking sides. /; - 
Meanwhile,, the .Goyeinmeht 
.' has decided, to ban its employees:' 
from writing -in newspapers in 
accordance with a. 1988 regula¬ 
tion. This jsrohe -thing foe Gov¬ 
ernment to .end the currant. state _ 
of schizophrenia wherecivil ser¬ 
vants contradict V iespolicies 
when writing in the local press. 
This dedaon-^ftfistiate many, 
ambitious civil slants, and oth -'. 
ers who see writing fbt dailies as - 
one sure way r in^ promoted . 
and recognised,*; 


wrong." 

NEE IPs parent group, the 
FNF, was one of foe first bodies 
to actively promote an environ- • 
mental approach in life, through 
seminars on such issues as 
organic farming and the re-use * 
of waste materials. 

Mr Rudel spoke to The Star 
about the aims of the FNF. "We 
are somewhere between pressure £ 
group and a national move- * 
meat", he said, "we try and give 
people foe knowledge to protect • 
themselves and then teach them 
that as individuals they are pow¬ 
erless, but in a movement within 
..a democracy, they can be 
strong/. 

The.inajority of the people left ; 
the arena feeling satisfied. They j 
were particularly relieved to hear ■ 
the representative from foe Min- ; 
istiy of Municipal, Rural and : 
Environment Affairs .finally *. 
admit- that the quarry was a mis- \ 
■take" and "would be cancelled in I 
■November."■ . ! 


Union Bank Savings * 
and Investment : : 
inaugurates the fcbal • 
Amman Cash Office ^ 



ra 


MACINTOSH . 


Amman - Jordan 




•. ., 1 

..WITH A corporate philosophy 
that thrives on innovation! in-. 
sightful answers and outstanding.:!; 
personal services. Union Bank--> 
believes that one. of the key 
tors, to-servicing the society -is . ri 
expansion. And through this phi-.-- 
tosophy the Jabal Amman Cash •. 
Office disestablished... -iz .IV ?■-. 
-- - Union. Bank's Jabal Amm an A 
Cash Office commenced, opera-'i'f 
•tiofl. on .September 1 5th. 1993; • \ 
"Office is strategically ; 
r-Iocatea. op Ibn- KhaJdouh .Stieei r; : 
flear AV-Khalidi Hospital A spe- . ■ 

. cialized area for medical clinics,, 
hospitals, laboratories, pharma- -] 
cies'- and: other related services. - 
.The - Jabal Amman Cash Office- ' 
•will provide foe area with a widt 
: spectrum of banking services.,^ 
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PLO-Israel accord: Jordanians still trying 
to cope 

■ There are moments in history that equal a lifetime. Monday 
13 September produced such a moment when Palestinian leader, 
Yasser Arafat, shook the hands of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on a podium in from of the White House. That brief 
moment in time epitomized 
for many the beginning of a 
new era of peace in the Mid¬ 
dle East; for otters it was an 

act of treachery thar 
deserved condemnation and 
rejection. 

Initial public reactions in 
Jordan would probably mean 
little at this stage. People are 
still trying to cope with the 

historic developments that have been takin g place during the last 
weeks. Many are unable to comprehend the true meaning and 
repercussions of the PLO-Israel accord; that it has ended armed 
struggle for the liberation of Palestine, that it has recognized 
Israel's right to exist and that future Palestinian entity, starting 
with Gaza and Jericho, will come about through negotiations— 
long and tedious. 

Officially, Jordan has pm an end to a short period of specula¬ 
tions about its true position from the accord and came out in 
favor. While in London, His Majesty Kin g Hussein gave a num¬ 
ber of interviews in which he folly supported the PLO-Israel 
accord and described it as "a very important beginning and very 
important landmark." The King said that Jordan will continue to 
support the Palestinian people and the PLO and Jordan "...will 
never encourage any thing that will mean fracturing the 
Palestinians." 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan also lauded the 
agreement and described it as "a historic achievement" that has 
enabled the Palestinians to talk directly to the Israelis. 

But Jordanian endorsement of the accord did not end concerns 
about what the agreement could bring for Jordan. Prince Hassan 
said that it was time that the concept of 'Jordan is Palestine' be 
done away with and hoped that the rest of the Arab parties, Leb¬ 
anon and Syria along with Jordan, will become involved in solv¬ 
ing the problems of security in the region. Some of the issues 
winch are of concern to Jordan have to do with the status of Pal¬ 
estinian refugees in Jordan, control over bridges ami movement 
of people across the Jordan River bridges, the final status of 
Jerusalem, where Jordan would like to maintain supervision over 
Muslim holy places, economic relations between the Palestinians 
and Israel and the final settlement on the basis of land for peace 
and UN resolutions 242 and 338. 

The Palestinean-Israeli accord will also change the mecha¬ 
nisms of the Jordanian-PLO relations. Now that the Jordanian 
umbrella has been folded and handed back, to paraphrase Mints - 
ter of Information Dr Maan Abu Nuwar, there are questions 
about the fate of the six joint committees that were established 
by Jordan and the PLO only a month ago. Moreover, will the 
Jordanians be involved with, or at least kept informed of, the 
meetings of the special joint Palestinian-Israeli committee that 
will implement the provisions of the accord? A lot of what that 
committee will decide will affect Jordan especially when it 
comes to the issues of refugees and border control. 

Mr Arafat is most likely to pay a visit to Jordan soon to 
explain what has taken place and rejuvenate bilateral ties with 
Jordan. He shoulcLdo it. soon and certainly before making his 

victorious t rip^backI0Ga2a .' ._ ., 

In tfiemeantune, cnHcrsm of the agreement will continue in 
Jordan at popular levels by both Jordanians and Palestinians. But 
as the peace train continues to move, with Jordan signing an 
agenda declaration with Israel one day after the PLO-Israel 
agreement was signed, the rejectionists will most likely sense 
that the great majority of Jordanians and Palestinians will come 
in support of the current process in the end. 

There has been a great deal of rhetoric, both in favor and 
against the peace accord, in the past few days. As Prince Hassan 
said in an interview this week the man in tire street will under¬ 
stand die meaning of peace when autonomy is established and 
development projects begin to take place. 


Elections: Changing agenda 


■ In the midst of the explosive events that are taking place in 
our region, Jordanian elections appears to have been forced to 
take a back seat The public 


is more concerned with Gaza 
and Jericho than with who's 
running in Tafileh and Salt 

But that situation should 
not last for long as we ap¬ 
proach the month of October 
when political parties and in¬ 
dividual candidates go into 
high gear in preparation for 
the November Lower House 
elections. Naturally, the re¬ 
gional developments and local issues cannot be separated and 
the local agenda is being rewritten to take into consideration the 
new facts on the ground. . 

Until now, Jordan still suffers from the lack of independent 
centers for public opinion studies. No one, particularly the can¬ 
didates themselves, really knows what the public mood is about 
today. At any rate, there are those who believe the latest devel¬ 
opments have already affected the November elections. Among 
the issues being put forward are the status of Palestinian refu¬ 
gees in Jordan, many of which are eligible to vote in Jordanian 

elections. „ __ . 

Some Jordanian thinkers, like Dr Mustafa Hamameh, are pro 
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Tayseer Khalid of the DFLP 

'Our mission will be to 


bring down this accord 1 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr Tay¬ 
seer Khalid, a Politburo mem¬ 
ber of the Democratic Front 
for the liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), recently resigned 
from the Executive Committee 
of the PLO in protest of the 

Gaza-Jerlcho accord. His 
party is one of 10 opposition 
Palestinian factions who say 
that they will fight to bring 
down the accord with the 
Israelis. He was interviewed 
by The Star's Raed A1 Abed. 
Excerpts follow. 


But die Palestine National 
Council (PNC) recognized 
Israel, implicitly, in 1988- 
No, for accuracy's sake the 
PNC had expressed its readiness 
to have a mutual recognition 
with Israel, but not in the way it 
happened now, but on the basis 
of one country recognizing 
another country. Whai happened 
recently was a PLO recognition 
of Israel's right to exist but with¬ 
out committing Israel to recog¬ 
nizing any Palestinian right and 
certainly not their aspiration for 
statehood. The PLO will play 
the policeman on behalf of 
Israel, for they will punish any 
faction that continues its strug¬ 
gle against the accord. For us 
the armed struggle will remain 
an option as long as there is one 
Israeli soldier on Palestinian 
land and this is a right that is 
guaranteed by international law. 


Still It appears that most 
Palestinians support die 
accord. How much of the Pal¬ 
estinians do yon as opposition 
represent? 

There is no public opinion poll 
inside or outside that proves that 
the majority of Palestinians sup¬ 
port the accord. On the contrary. 


Resturants 




we demand that the agreement 
be presented to the Palestinians 
in a plebiscite and we challenge 
[the PLO leadership] to conduct 
such a plebiscite....we are sure 
that our people will be against 
the agreement Why couldn't wc 
have stopped the negotiations? 
Well there are many factors that 
prevented us from doing so. In 
our view, the Arab countries 
supported the Madrid- 
Washington talks and this ena¬ 
bled the Palestinian leadership to 
evade popular pressure. But I 


Why are you against the 
Gaza-Jericho accord and bow 
will you work against it? 

We are against the agreement 
for many reasons. It partitions 
the transitional period arrange¬ 
ments and puts the final status 
negotiations before the 
unknown. There are no guaran¬ 
tees that Israel will withdraw in 
the end. We are against it also 
because it partitions the geo¬ 
graphical unity of the occupied 
areas of 1967; by starting with 
Gaza and Jericho first, and then 
the rest of the West Bank. Jeru¬ 
salem is outside the framework 
of negotiations. This partition 
means dealing with the Occu¬ 
pied Territories at different lev¬ 
els; Gaza and Jericho will be 
subjected to different measures 
other than those applied in the 
Occupied Territories; indeed, 
these may end up as protecto¬ 
rates nnriw Israeli sovereignty. 

We are also against the agree¬ 
ment because it was a unilateral 
one made not in coordination 
with the rest of the Arab parties. 
Indeed, it dealt a sever blow to 
the possibility of reaching a 
comprehensive settlement and 
paved the way for each Arab 
country to conclude its own 
agreement with IsraeL 

The agreement leaves the 
security of the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries in the hands of the Israelis 
including control over the 
bridges. The agreement has seri¬ 
ous regional economic obliga- 
tions...Palestinians will serve as . 
a bridge for Israeli n ormaliza-^ 
'^tioir 'with * the”"rest oF the Arab” “ 
worfd. 

And then we do not know if 
this agreement is guaranteed 
internationally. We don’t think 
so. 


condition that Israel recognizes 
and implements resolutions 242 
and 338, and that any settlement 
will give tire Palestinian refu¬ 
gees the right to return or be 
compensated, and finally the 
recognition of the right of Pales¬ 
tinians to a state of their own. 

These principles/conditions do 
nor change although they are 
influenced by international 
developments, a national right is 
a national right, legality can not 
change. 

But the Jericbo-Gaza option is 
something 
else. We have 
been forced to 
make rerrible 
concessions to 
Israel. 



Tayseer Khaled: Arafat corrupted the PLO 


would like to assure you that 
there is a wide popular support 
inside and outside Palestine for 
the opposition. 


But the PLO now enjoys the 
recognition of Israel, America, 
Europe and the rest of the 
worid, including the Arab 
countries. What can the oppo¬ 
sition do about that? 

We-arenor deluded by Israeli ' 
and American recognition. They 
recognized the PLO as a politi¬ 
cal organization, not as the sole 
and legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people with the 
mandate to negotiate for the res¬ 
toration of Palestinian national 
rights. Israel did not recognize 
the PLO until the latter agreed to 
the Gaza-Jericbo deal, the same 
goes for the US recognition. 
There is as yet no recognition of 
Palestinian national rights. We 
would question the fact that the 
other Arab confrontation states 
supported the accord. We think 
that many of these countries do 
not support the agreement and 
this can be seen from the way 
these countries reacted initially. 
Syria is against it and so is Leb¬ 
anon and we don't think that Jor¬ 
dan is happy with it either. We 
are afraid that these countries 
will take measures that will hurt 
the national rights of the Pales¬ 
tinian people especially by mak¬ 
ing unilateral peace agreements 
with Israel at our expense. 


You as DFLP were the first 
to adopt the settlement option 
(the phases program) in the 
early 1970s and later it 
became a political program 
for file PLO after the PNC 
approved it Don't you think 
that what is happening now is 
an application of the phases 
program in one way ? 

No it is not Because the 
phases program is based on the 
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ultimate of which was the 
Gaza-Jericho accord; at that 
stage wc withdrew. Abu Ammar 
acts in a way that is autocratic. 
He controls the derisions and 
the funds and he has corrupted 
these Palestinian institutions and 
damaged their role. He takes 
major responsibility for the state 
of die PLO today. ’ 


What do 
you think of 
Abu 

Ammar's 
style of lead¬ 
ership? 

When were 
you told of 
the details of 
the agree¬ 
ment and 
how are deci¬ 
sions taken 
within the 
Executive 
Committee? 

In most 
cases the 
Executive 
Committee 
was made 
absent from 
the derision- 

ptedthe PLO making pro¬ 
cess. In some 
cases it played 
a role and 
took some decisions. After 
Madrid the Executive Commit¬ 
tee became active and drew a 
negotiating strategy. It was 
agreed that we should insist on 
international legitimacy, but the 
team that ran the negotiations 
took over from the Executive 
Committee until its role was 
marginalized. Therefore, in the 
laSLJwo,.years the Executive- 
Committee had no solid role in 
the negotiations and its deci¬ 
sions were not respected For 
example, after the 9th round we 
decided to reject the US draft 
that was presented to the Pales¬ 
tinian negotiators. But the nego¬ 
tiating team turned its back to us 
and continued to deal with it. 
Now this is history because it 
appeared that the Executive 
Committee was by-passed since 
last December when the Oslo 
negotiations began in secret 
And when the agreement was 
reached [between Israel and the 
PLO] it was not presented to the 
Executive Committee. The 26 
August meeting [of the Execu¬ 
tive Committee] was the climax. 
The Executive Committee 
demanded that it be briefed on 
the agreement, which was final¬ 
ized by then, but Arafat and his 
people insisted that there was no 
agreement This was the height 
of making a travesty of Execu¬ 
tive Committee’s authority. This 
was one of the main reasons for 
our resignations. 

The Executive Committee was 
a symbol for Palestinian legiti¬ 
macy and it was not our policy 
to boycott but the team that lead 
the negotiations margi nalize d it 
so much and transformed it from 
a democratic into a bureaucratic 
institution run by bourgeois ele¬ 
ments. We fought until the last 
minute and foiled. And we saw 
that the violation has exceeded 
the authority of institutions, the 


Generally speaking, the Pal¬ 
estinian Left lacks a united 
strategy which can lure Pales¬ 
tinian masses. This is partly 
because of the fragmentation 
of leftist parties and their 
internal bikerings. Why? 

What happened in Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union 
has affected leftists powers eve¬ 
rywhere including tire Palestin¬ 
ian Left, which followed the 
negative and positive policies of 
Moscow. When changes took 
place, the traditional Left was 
unable to cope with them and 
alter its strategies accordingly. 
This is what happened in the 
Palestine Peoples Party [for¬ 
merly the communist party]. 

But for the DFLP and the 
PFLP, both of which are the 
backbone of the Palestinian 
Left, T don't think there is a lack 
of strategy in dealing with 
national issues. Our strategy has 
been correct and that’s why it 
enabled us to become a popular 
party of the masses. As to inter¬ 
nal disputes, well external fac¬ 
tors had crippled our efforts to 
play a role on the national scene, 
but we bad overcome our prob¬ 
lems since 1990. We have a 
close relation with the PFLP 
under one command and we are 
working to open the way for the 
Palestinian Left to present to the 
Palestinian masses a democratic 
project for the transformation of 
the Palestinian society. I do not 
deny that we are passing 
through difficult and compli¬ 
cated times, but I believe we 
have the power to make a differ¬ 
ence and rally popular support 
around us. 


- Will you join the Palestinian 
government thatwill be set up 
in Gaza or Jericho or will yon 
boycott the Palestinian institu¬ 
tions inside the Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories as well? Will yon par¬ 
ticipate in the elections that 
will be held? 

The main task before us now 
is to rally support to bring down 
the Gaza-Jericho deal by con¬ 
taining all the negative aspects 
that will emerge as a result of 
the approval of the group of 
eight in the Executive Commit¬ 
tee of the Gaza-Jericho option 
and its recognition of Israel at 
Israel's humiliating conditions. 
It is not on our agenda to dis¬ 
cuss joining a Palestinian gov¬ 
ernment in Jericho or Gaza. At 
any case such a government will 
be nothing more than a puppet 

Continued on page 6 


THE STARS 


Business Chronicle 


Edited by Bilal Hijjawi 


The imposition of a peace economy 

M Now that peace is almost a Middle Eastern reality, a 
rude economic wake-up call for Arab countries seems to 
be in order. Except for an unexpected blow to current 
peace efforts, the spectre of war and political unrest in 
the region should become a thing of the past Our intelli¬ 
gent use of resources, principally human, will become 
tire main weapon in the coining economic battle for the 
region. Ignored for so long by Arab governments, the 
human element should be addressed as an icon for our 
changed destiny. To become active members In a free 
enterprising world, our perception of the Arab individ¬ 
ual needs to be remodelled first. 

A healthy economic newcomer who wants to play 
hardball exposes the sickly members of the team and sets 
new code and rules for the game. It is no secret that 
Israel will be the healthier member of a new economic 
regional set-up, which we have to part of whether w c like 
it or noL Although Israel stands to reap more of the 
peace dividends in the short term, the future should be 
ours if we start planning for it now. Under peace we 
should move ahead at a faster rate. Arab will and energy 
had dissipated In an era of war and defeat and now it is 
time to re-focus. 

Mr Nidal Sukhtian. Mr Munir Nass'rallah and Mr 
Tawfiq Kawar are but a few successful Jordanian busi¬ 
nessmen who couldn't agree more. Interviewed hy The 
Star, they all share a view that peace will bestow upon us 
a higher and formidable challenge where wc have to sur¬ 
vive under a different set of rules. They project that 
peace and stability would bring prosperity and needed 
investments. They agree that Arabs cannot afford to be 
entrenched in the past while the worid moves ahead. 
They agree that the supreme necessity now is to set the 
Arab entrepreneur free from the government strait 
jacket. 


Is Government changing attitudes? 


■ The heavy hand of bureaucracy has been the most 
targeted villain by the private sector throughout the era 
of consecutive Governments. But private sector grie¬ 
vances had no significant impact on these Governments. 
The Government of Dr Abdel Salam Majali. however, 
may be signaling a forward change. Dr Mqjali has not 
defended Government on the issue of inefficiency; 
instead, he reinforced that accusation in his address to 
the Businessmen Association last month. He has fully 
supported the belief that less government is better gov¬ 
ernment and emphasized that the role of Government as 
a civil servant shonld be rerastituted. But Dr Majali has 
made it dear in every public appearance that unless the 
private and public sectors come to each other's aid noth¬ 
ing will change. "Blaming each other will get us 
nowhere," Dr Majali said recently. But he also charged 
that the private sector has resorted to Government every 
time it has gotten into financial troubles. His Govern¬ 
ment is formed of private sector veterans who, have 
helped reduce a chronic case of private sector misrepre¬ 
sentation in GovemmentrThe promises have been made, 
now let's see some action! 


The decentralization agenda j 


■ In a meeting last week, Amman Governor, Mr Tala’L 
chaired a meeting by the executive and consultative 
councils in the capital governorate to discuss the 1994 
budget proposal. The Governor said that over JD 80 mil¬ 
lion bad been earmarked for projects in the capital gov- 
ernorate for 1994. Minister of Interior Mr Salam ah 
Ham mad, attending, expressed a need to implement His 
Majesty's call for decentralization in planning. Mr Ham- 
mad said that the key shift in administrative reform has 
come with the Prime Ministry's decision to promote the 
governor's legal jurisdiction to that of a minister. He 
added that such empowerment should make better civil 
servants of governors and allow them to respond to citi¬ 
zens' concerns more effectively. It Is hoped that by intro¬ 
ducing this change an independent decision process 
would enhance efficiency and responsibility within the 
administrative structure in Government 



ARAB BANK 

Announces the opening of 


a new office at 


Industrial Area 

(Wadi Seer) 

Banking services started on 
Saturday 11 September 1993 
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Our Say.... 


Spoils of war, spoils of peace 

HISTORIC EVENTS like the signing ceremony between the PLO and Israel on Mon¬ 
day cannot be judged at the spur of the moment. That day will be remembered by gen¬ 
erations to come. The final judgement will be left to history. That is why we will not 
make any today. 

What concerns us as Arabs, and Muslims, is how will our region look like in few 
weeks, months and years. What every Arab must have been asking himself on that day 
and at that moment, when Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat shook the hands of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, is how will this great incident affect our lives from now on. 

It will not do to dissect the agreement and to go into lengthy analysis of its advantag¬ 
es and disadvantages. The die has been cast and the realities that this agreement will 
create is what concerns us today. Therefore, we do not sympathize with those who 
would go to the extent of accusing Mr Arafat of treason, nor will we cheer him as hero 
and liberator. Again, it is for history and the coming generations to pronounce such 
judgments. 

The earthquake that has shaken the region this week will be felt for sometime. Its po¬ 
litical, economic and cultural tremors will continue to ripple through our region for the 
foreseeable future. 

What matters today is to prepare for the corning stage. It is not enough to condemn, 
nor is it worth it to shower praise and drown in euphoria. We must not be mislead and 
we must not allow our perceptions to be clouded by emotions. 

If the past has a meaning today, it is in its great morals and lessons. Arabs and Inae- 
lis have been locked into bloody confrontations for decades. The outcome has been 
earth shattering. A whole nation has been uprooted and a great historical injustice has 
been left unrectified. More than that, the tragedy of Palestine has been a fatal Achilles 
heel for the Arabs—dividing rather than uniting. The many defeats that we had suf¬ 
fered have eaten at the very moral and cultural fiber of the Arab entity. It had turned 
them into lesser people, vacating their once prominent place among the nations of the 
world and sinking slowly into an abyss of deprivation, degeneration and internecine in¬ 
fightings. 

So in the wider perception of things, Monday's ceremony should not come as sur¬ 
prise. If it carries a symbolic meaning, then that symbolism should not be confined to 
Palestinian struggle and sacrifices. Arabs have waged their military, economic and in¬ 
tellectual wars and lost. Their defeat goes beyond the loss of territory , sour deals, half 
backed interim arrangements. It spans the last 40 years, from the day when Israel was 
bom out of the colonial womb of the League qf Natiqns. coinciding with Arab ijmst for. 
unity, nationalism and purity of ideas. » SSSS . v 

That sense of defeat, epitomized in that mechanical, surrealistic act of handshaking 
between foes in the White House gardens, is not the end of the Arabs or the Palestini¬ 
ans. 

Today we reap the fruit of those many decades. No one can accuse another and no 
one can cast a stone at another. The challenge lies in dealing with the coming phase 
with courage and enlightenment, with vision and brinkmanship. The challenge lies in 
turning defeats into victories, not today, not tomorrow, but few years from now. ■ 
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Chile supports 
Mideast peace 

To the editor 

On die occasion of the I S3 
anniversary of Chilean Indepen¬ 
dence. the Republic of Chile is 
resolving with decision, one of 
the most relevant tasks of contem¬ 
porary world; to enhance democ¬ 
racy and achieve progress with 
equity and social justice, under 
the wise guidance of President 
Patricio Aylwin. 

Bilateral relations between 
Chile and Jordan are very old and 
are excellent in all fields. New 
procedures to increase the levels 
of economic and commercial 
exchange are being expanded 
through the establishment of 
direct shipping lines between Chi¬ 
lean harbors and Aqaba. The 
accord which prorogues the valid¬ 
ity for a period of 3 years (92-94) 
of the cultural and scientific 
agreement has been concluded. 
The cited agreement promotes the 
exchange and the cooperation in 
educational, universities, journal¬ 
ism. health, social development, 
technological transfer, archaeol¬ 
ogy'. tourism, etc. 


The visit to Chile, in March of 
1992 of their Royal Highnesses— 
Prince Faisal Ibn A! Hussein and 
Princess Alia A1 Faisal, accepting 
an official invitation of the Chi¬ 
lean Air Force had a significant 
success. On that occasion the 
International Air and Space Fair 
was held in the capital of the 
republic. Santiago. 

Recently, as well, the Chilean 
President has extended an official 
invitation to Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor. to visit 
Chile, by which the Jordanian 
monarch will perform his first 
visit io my country and Latin 
America, and therefore giving a 
great impulse to the consolidation 
of the traditional bonds of friend¬ 
ship which unite Chile and 
Jordan. 

The Chilean Government, 
hopes that the official visit of the 
Jordanian monaichs can be per¬ 
formed during the present year. 

In connection with the Arab- 
Isracli conflict and the Palestinian 
question, the position of Chile has 
been defined in accordance with 
the norms of International Law. as 
well as the principles which 
inspire the United Nations Char- 
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ter. In this context, Chile supports 
the International Peace Confer¬ 
ence for the Middle East initialed 
in October 1991 in Madrid. 

{n the same manner. Chile 
rejects the acquisition of territory 
through force and supports the 
full implementation of UN Secur¬ 
ity Council resolutions 242,338 
and 42S. which demand the with¬ 
drawal of Israel from the Occu¬ 
pied Territories in the war of 
1967. 

Finally. Chile supports the right 
of self determination for the Pal¬ 
estinian people and their right for 
an independent stale as well as the 
respect of the territorial integrity 
of all the states of the region, 
including Israel, and its right to 
have secure and internationally 
acknowledged borders. In die 
same manner, Chile rejects the 
policy of settlements in the Arab 
Occupied Territories and adheres 
in all its contents to the Geneva 
Conventions related to the respect 
and protection of civilians in time 
of war. 

Nelson Hadad Heresl 
Ambassador of Chile to 
Jordan 
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THE MIDDLE East is in fer¬ 
ment over die secret deal done 
by the Palestine Liberation 
Org anisatio n and Israel in the 
accords signed in Oslo on 
August 19. Supporters consider 
the 'Oslo accords' an historic 
breakthrough after a century of 
Zionist-Palestinian warfare, 
while opponents call thern^ a 
betrayal, of both Palestinian 
national rights in their homeland 
and of Muslim rights in a part of 
Dar Al Islam* the 'House of 

Is lam 1 

The fact that the deal was 
done in the deepest secrecy has 
itself given rise to suspicion and 
concern that the PLO may have 
given too much for too little. But 
there would have bees no 'Oslo 
accords' if the circle of men in 
the know bad been widened 
beyond hajf a dozen on each 
side. 

Publicity would have gener¬ 
ated debate oa the details of any 
accord and almost certainly 
would have torpedoed it On the 
other hand, if Arab leaders had 
been informed, they would have 
suspected that the PLO was 
doing a separate deal with Israel 
and tried to disrupt it Thus, foe 
accords had to be reached in 
secrecy if they were to be 
reached at all. 

It was a United States official 
who suggested to Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Feres the idea 
of bolding direct secret talks 
with die PLO. These talk began 
nine months ago, in Oslo. Two 
high ranking officials from each 
side met 14 times and ham¬ 
mered out a 23 page Declaration 
of Principles setting forth an 
agenda for a stage by stage 
Israeli withdrawal from territo¬ 
ries captured in 2967 and the 
implementation of Palestinian 
self-rule over the two million 
Palestinian inhabitants in the 
Gaza Strip and foe West Bank. 

The first stage of this process 
is Israeli withdrawal from Gaza 
and the town of Jericho In foe 
West Bank, within six months 
of foe formal signing of foe 
declaration. 

The second stage, to occur 
over the next three mouths is 
Israeli military evacuation of the 
centres of Palestinian population 
in foe West Bank, excluding 
East Jerusalem, in preparation 
for elections to a Palestinian 
Interim Self-Governing author¬ 
ity to take over the administra¬ 
tion of health, education, wel¬ 
fare, culture and justice, and the 
levyin&of taxes. i ~ 

Discussions on the Jsove¬ 
reignty an food ties,’ control of 
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water, natural resources, land, 
electricity and communications, 
are anderway and are expected 
to result in an agreement for 
joint administration. Talks on 
the 'final status of the Occupied 
Territories and East Jerusalem,* 
which the Palestinians' insist 
must become foe capital of their 
state, are supposed to begin two 
years after the interim authority 
takes office. 

However, a Palestinian source 
who took part in the Oslo talks 

said permanent status and full 
transfer of authority could not 
be separated from the interim, 
arrangements and an enormous 
amount had already been dis¬ 
cussed, and even settled. 

The source outlined foe PLO’s 
major gains, Israel, for the first 
time, has recognised the Pales¬ 
tinians as a distinct 'people* with 
national rights. The FLO has 
also been recognised as foe 'sole 
legitimate representative of foe 
Palestinians people,' a step taken 
by foe Arab governments 1974. 

Israel has, also for foe first 
time, committed itself to the 
implementation of Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338 
calling for Israel's withdrawal 
from the territories occupied in 
2967. Palestinians interpret this 
as Israeli evacuation of virtually 
all these territories because foe 
preamble to' 242 affirms the 
principle of the "inadmissibility 
of the acquisition of territory by 
ftxce." 

The West Bank and Gaza are 
two separate territories. But the 
Gaza-Jericho First withdrawal 
makes it clear that foe two are to 
be seen as "one territorial unit" 
which should not be split up and 
shared out in tbe "interim 
period" or in foe final 
settlement. 

The participation by Jerusale¬ 
mites in foe Palestinians' 'electo¬ 
ral process,' in which they are to 
vote and, perhaps, stand for 
office, links Arab East Jerusa¬ 
lem firmly to foe Palestinian 
self-government arrangements 
and an eventual Israeli with¬ 
drawal from the Arab portions 
of foe city. Yossi BeQin, Israel’s 
deputy foreign minister, has sug¬ 
gested that a sector of East Jeru- 
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ment has made such a 
suggestion. 

The US, its allies in the Gulf, 
the European Community and 
international lending institutions 
have all pledged financial assis¬ 
tance to hnilri up the infrastruc¬ 
ture in Gaza and the West Bank, 
ami to provide for long-term eco¬ 
nomic development. ThelOfSbas 
■S50bT 


mUtion, the EC 
$100 million, Scandinavian 
countries $225 million and Japan 
$100 million. The World Bank 
has pledged a $4.5 billion soft 
loan, at one ^percent Interest; over 
five years. 

The PLO also seeks to free 
hundreds of millions of doUara in 
taxes collected from expatriate 
Palestinian workers by Gulf gov- 
emmedts and frozen in fowj r 
banks became of PLO opposi¬ 
tion to foe US-led war against 
Iraq. 

FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
said that urgent, massive finan¬ 
cial assistance was essential if 
foe peace process was to take 
root in foe Occupied Territories, 
particularly Gaza where he told 
this correspondent. "Otir people 
are suffering from kidney mid 
liver sickness because of foe 



cal opposition. 

Both proponents and oppo¬ 
nents of the ’'Oslo accords’ agree 
that what Israel is offering the 
Palestinians is too little, too 
late. It comes after 100 years of 
suffering and struggle and die 
exile of half the Palestinian 
people. 

The two sides also agree that 
Israel cannot be relied upon to 
Implement either foe letter of the 
accords or their intent _ . 

Proponents argue that the Pal¬ 
estinians have no choice but to 
make peace because the armed 
struggle they have waged for so 
long simply has not won them 
one inch of rerritory. Therefore, 
the PLO must accept what it can 
get in negotiations. 

All PLO officials, those in 
favour of foe proposals and. 
those against, insist that there 
must be absolutely firm interna¬ 
tional guarantees on foe imple¬ 
mentation of foe 'accords' 
because it is. true that Israel can¬ 
not be trusted to abide, by its 
signature.. 

Arafat told this correspondent 
' that he was satisfied with the 
linkages’ between the various 
phases of in^en^n$tion^.Full 

autoromy in Opa tmd Jericho 
fwsjujB leaE-rn frilLaifionomy inf 
tire West Bank and foe creation 1 


of a. Palesriman srate _wifo?East 
Jerusalem as- its capital "The 
Palestinian flag will soon fly 
over the mosqaes and Chpfehes 
in Jenisafcm-jRaJestfnxan clause 
in Jerusalem will never dimin¬ 
ish," Mr Arafat said. 

Radical Palestinian groupings 
based in Dariiascvis, which 
oppose foe deal, and foe tetanic 
resistance groups like Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad say they will 
fight implementation of the Oslo 
accords' in the same way foat 
they have foughttte occupatkxL 

They claim that the "accords 
legitimise, the Israeli occupation" 
because drey do not. call foraa 
immediate Israeli withdrawal 
from all occupied Palestinian 
land and foe transfer ofambority 
to a Palestinian administration. 
Furthermore, foe opposition Says 
it. is not certain that Israel will 
ever withdraw, from the tenrito* 
ties. And PLO supporters of foe 
'accords’ agree with them but ray: 
foat foe Palestinians must, act: 
quickly if they are to prevent 
Israeli colonization of all. fee- 
land in.the Occupied Territories..: 

So for Arafat has secured the 
support of foe governments .of 
Tunisia, Egypt, Sudan, Jordan 
and foe Gulf states white Syria 
and Lebanon, two of the PLO'* 
partners in the peace process, 
remain coolly neutral. Zraq.nd 
Iran have voiced opposition and 
could lend their support to Pales¬ 
tinians opponents determined to 
use violence to wreck s 
settlement 

There is also a wrecker coali¬ 
tion on the Israel side, of settten, 
Jewish religious fondamemalUta 
and members of right-wing par¬ 
ties all violently opposed to-foe 
ceding of any of The Lahti of 
Greater Israel” to the - 
Palestinians. ..■■■’*■ 

Hie major problem with the 
'Oslo accord* is precisely -this, 
foat they propose to repartition 
the 'Land' between Israelis— 
who have die power to. bold on 
to it—and Palestinians, who do ; 
not have die power to take it by 
force. The Fak&inians willbe at 
at great disadvantage in winning 
die peace as they were when 
^waging foe armed struggle they r 
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On the road to peace: 


Arafat and the 



By Youssef M Ibrahim 

IN A landscape that shimmers 
with memory, hubris and hatred, 
a people emerged from the wild¬ 
erness of its own history. The 
Palestinians, unaccompanied by 
their Arab brethren, strode into a 
new era alongside their old 
enemy, the Israelis. 

The letters[of recognition] 
signed in Jerusalem and Tunis 
and the peace accords show that 
minds have been changed, not 
maps. But whether or not tile 
mutual recognition agreement 
between the government of 
Israel and the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation leads to Pales¬ 
tinian statehood, it nonetheless 
enshrines the principle that the 
Palestinians are, in fact, a dis¬ 
tinct people, defined by tbe 
inland they call home, and enti¬ 
tled to negotiate their own 
destiny. 

To achieve this, they accepted 
what in the Middle East is the 
grandest of bargains — 
acknowledgement that their 
Israeli neighbors are also on tbe 
land to stay, and to be lived 
alongside in peace. 

The accord shaped in secret in 
Norway gives only the barest 
hints of foe kind of relationship 
tire Palestinians may one day 
have with Israel But there is 
grandeur enough in Israel's stark 
recognition of the feet that the 
PLO is now foe sole bargainer 
for foe Palestinian Arabs, and 
die PLO’s recognition that Israel 
win not go away. Not too long 
ago, Golda Meir said flatly that 
the Palestinians did not exist; to 
parallel foe sections of the PLO 
charter that are now to be 
scrapped have said much the 
same about Israel. _ '] 

Thai foe PLO, and Israel have 
agreed on mutual recognition is 
enough to change, forever, their 
relationship with each other. Pal¬ 
estinians' relations with foe Arab 
states, have also begun to 
change. 

One measure of how unset¬ 
tling tbe change mil be in tbe 
Arab world came near the end of- 
a six-hour meeting is Damascus 
between Syria's President Hafez 
Al Assad, and foe PLO chair¬ 


man, Y asir 

Arafat, lately. 

Mr Assad, who 
has never Heed 
Mr Arafat and 
has always pre¬ 
sented himself 
as ' the man 
who would 
broker peace 
for the Pales¬ 
tinians, is said 
to have told the 
PLO leader. 1 
will not oppose 
this agreement, 
but I will help 
anyone who 
does. This deal 
is destined to 
die." 

So the 64- 
year-old Mr 
Arafat is now 
running faster 
than he has 
ever done in 
his struggle for 
Palestinian 

cause, in an effort to prove Mr 
Assad wrong. Strangely, his 
principal allies now are not 
Arabs, but Jews — foe leaders 
of Israel's ruling Labor coalition. 
Prime Minister Yizzhhak Rabin, 
and Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Until now tire two sides 
admitted only foat tire other was 
a mortal enemy — that the PLO 
committed hijackings and terra- 
bombings, that Israel assassi¬ 
nated PLO leaders and repressed 
the Arab revolt The switch to 
mutual recognition . seemed 
astounding. But it has solid Pal¬ 
estinian, as well as Israeli logic. ■ 

Even since tbe Persian Golf 
war of 1990, the Palestinian 
cause had been Simply 
from Arab consciousness. 

Gulf Arabs turned against tbe 
Palestinians in a.. ferocious, 
vengeful settlement of accounts, 
ever since Mr Arafat's perceived 
of Iraq during, tire war, 
ions of dollars in aid were 
cut off and hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Palestinians were. 
kicked out of Kuwait to Jordan, 
where most of them .still' 
languish. 

Libya, Iraq, Algeria and <kher 



radical Arab . regimes, which 
once acted as godfathers to -foe- 
bard-Hne Palestinians, became 
mired in their own confronta¬ 
tions. And throughout tire Arab 
world a growing Islamic mili- 
taoce captured most pf the 
attention. 

If foe feeling of being utterly 
abandoned was a novelty far tire 
Palestinians, wariness about 
their friends was not. Most Arab 
states had along advocated Pal¬ 
estinian statehood*.but more in 
pursuit of domestic or pan-Arab 
aims, rather .than the imme diate - 
Uberafion' of Palestine; .In 
numerous private conversations ,: 
senior Palestinian leaders made 
it dear they felt they bad not 
opened tire way to peace 
Israel, but also had settled 
overdue debts with fellow Arabs. 

Indeed, Palestinians have 
dashed with Arabs as often as 
with Jews in foe last four dec¬ 
ades. The PLO was founded in 
foe nrid-1960‘s by Egypt's 
Carnal Abdel Nasser as a tool in' 
his quest to be the master of tire 
Arab world. Only after foe cates- 
trophic Arab defeat in 1967 did 
Mr Arafat reclaim the organiza¬ 
tion as a somewhat independent 
deosoo-malriog body. Syria, 


. whichhas always raid tfie\Pa!e&- 
. tutian caese-was too important to - 
be left to Palestinians, expelled 
Mr Arafat.in tbe, 1980’s when he 
: showed too muchindependence. 

• Only opponents- of Mr Arafat 
remain in Damascus. 

The Saudis used to support tho 
PLOhtndabinafrvbta principally' 
out of feat foat they would be 
uaJernmcd r if . fety did not. 
After the Gulf wax; drey instead 
pumped money intofoe PLO’s 
funriamfjtiafijariv^Bbhw. f- 
Evenfoe laie-EresSem’ Anwar 

- Al Sadat of Egypttbrew the Pal- 
: 'estinian&; • a. * Qke-ft*jr-leav6-ft 

- ’‘tatonoa^'d^atCan^rDavid . 
White-foatfo unfaw&mtipcs -. 
tionaWybetter than ifrrydeal the 
.Palestinians wtiLnow geffiom" 

^ EsraeLif. was ail Eg>^ffian-Israefi- 
•_ American deal codked up with- 
oirt-consuftiflg those it was pre- 
pated for.' .c.' 7 . f.' . 

: _ So whatkfiid^ peace will foe 
PLO seefc?J!As* matter 
itythfc Palestinianstan^has-to be 
-interactive'with Israel, ^onothi-- 
cally, cultnraflyi' Sodally : and iri‘ 
every jodbecr^y^ sud Bassam". 
Abu „SharMv -»u adviser to Mr 
ArafeL "pm fives and onr peo- 
. pie alee too intertwined for any- 
tiring less .titan' that Tfais-is not 


going co be a cold peace. It is not 
going to be merely a non¬ 
belligerency accord, ft will be, I” 
think, a very real peace.” 

Perhaps- But getting to such a 
peace will not be easy. Perhaps 
Israel will decide to show - 
increasing magnanimity in bar¬ 
gaining with the Palestinians, • 
and perhaps this is the way to 
make foe peace process catch 
hold, forcing Syria, Jordan and . 
Lebanon to make their deals too. 
Certainly the PLO will argue for P t 
such an approach. 

But a threat of continuing vio¬ 
lence lingers. The pro-Iraniaa 
militias in Lebanon and the 
Islamic fundamentalist move¬ 
ments may be hard put io argue 
they are more Palestinian titan 
the PLO, bat ail-tbe same they., 
have not welcomed the move . 
toward peace. The best counter, 
measure, the Palestinians here 
say, would be to assure that ad©-_ ; . 
quate resources are placed now _ 
in the hands of the . peace -mak- - 
ers.so.foey can improve services 
and living standards in those 
areas tike Jericho and Gaza , 
where they will assume - some v 
authority. • :.ir-..I ^ 

'This is priority number one,": 
Mr Abu - Sharif said. *Thfc 
what will protect die agreement'-j' 
from, faltering,? America. «&§/ { 
;I&ael wm ix)rdoubtTie'asked to - 

be & TT-j-. 


Japan have targeted some laid; .- 
but Arab money is unlikely to 
materialize, if only because ; tire . 
; Saudis taid,other oil.producers 

are Zess rich than they used to be. 

. and because there -fs so much" 
bad feeling btiween them aai - 
the Palestinians.- • 
finally,, the roaiL jfoead. 
includes painful ' nego tiations 
with Israel over the nde£ - of. J 
autonomy firstancf then, mayb e, 
about 6orders for a tiny Palestine 
im entity, ft will mtian a harsh, 
discounting of Palestinian aspi¬ 
rations, sofened perhaps by pay* - 
cbological and. -maierial gain£ 
Thatis vwhy there was .no - 
oiphoria, only subdued appre- 
bcnsTon:aDd resignation. -One-' 
senior PLO, official said he was ~ 
betting mostly on hope. "Do you 
.warn me to say ft ft a. neat 
be sakL fit hurts W& 
tirig acconl we may get back 17 
percent of Palestine, but focae’ 
ate noofoer choices. We had&r 
break foe deadlock. We had .ro. : 
start somewhere. This is what I 
am for." ■ 

Ifte New York Times - 
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SINCE YASSER Arafat took 
over the leadership of the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organization 26 
years ago, the Palestinians have 
sought to erect a state-like struc¬ 
ture. The PLO is the party; the 
Palestine National Council, or 
PNC, is the parliament; the 
Executive Committee is the cab¬ 
inet; the Palestine National Fund 
is the treasury. While the parlia¬ 
ment includes such salon Pales¬ 
tinians as Edward Said, many, if 
not most, cabinet members have 
wielded a gun some tune. 

. It is- because of the peripatetic 
and elusive nature of their lives 
that Mr Arafat and his ttwo have 
survived this long. By the same 
token, the complex nature of the 
structure and the rivalry among 
the people in it makes any 
attempt to pin it down on paper 
a risky exercise. A Western dip¬ 
lomat who has spent most of her 
career mapping the relationships 
in the organization described the 
task as virtually impossible for 
outsiders. None the less, this is 
an attempt to describe the way it 
appears today. 

There are 18 members of the 
Executive Committee, or cabi¬ 
net, Mr Arafat and two of his 
colleagues represent Fatah, the 
mainstream group of the PLO. 
But Fatah, founded in 1957, is 
but one of seven groups repre¬ 
sented on the committee. The 
others are: 

■ The Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), 
founded in 1967, winch largely 
emanated from the Arab Nation¬ 
alist Movement Its representa¬ 
tive on the committee is Abder- 
rahim Mallouh, who is known 
to toe die PFLP party line. Its 
long-time leader and challenger 
to Mr Arafat George Habash, 
suffered a stroke last year. He 
nearly brought the French gov¬ 
ernment down after being smug- 
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By Abba Eban 

THE TWO rival doctrines in the 
Israel-Palestinian debate are 
i "territories for peace" and per- 
’ manent Israeli rule over aO of 
’ the West Bank and Gaza. 

Conventional fallacy presents 
' these as theories awaiting exper- 
' imental judgment Untrue; land 
■ for peace has been successful in 
\ the only context in which it has 

1 been applied. With Sinai under 
■’ Israeli rule Israel lost 3000 dead 
? the war of 1967-1970 and the 

Yom Kippur war of 1973. As 
long as we controlled the Suez 
? canal, war was inevitable. Under 
4 the treaty with Egypt we have 
t lost zero fallen and war is virtu- 
& ally inconceivable. To prefer the 

2 previous situation to the present 
; one is to prefer war and death to 

peace and life. Retention of mil- 
- itaiy rule, too, has had zero suc- 
J cess. The West Bank and Gaza 
are still predominantly Arab in 
.. their demography and their 
national passions. Not for a sin- 
l gle minute in a 24-bour day do 
1 the 1.8 million Palestinians and 
^ the four million Israelis share a 
* common 1 memory, sentiment 
t experience of world map. That 
4 pthe 1.8 minion have neither the 
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gled into the country for 
treatment 

■ The Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), founded in 1969, has 
two members chi the committee: 
Yasser Abed Rabbo, a "moder¬ 
ate" representing a faction bear¬ 
ing the name Palestine Demo¬ 
cratic Federation, and Tayseer 
Khaled, who resigned, a "left¬ 
winger” representing the faction 
of Nayef Hawatmeh, die DFLP 
leader. 

■ The people’s Party, for¬ 
merly the Palestine Communist 
Party. 

■ The Arab Liberation Front 
(ALF), almost entirely a crea¬ 
tion of Iraq. 

■ The Palestine Liberation 
Boot (PLF), also with smog 
ties to Iraq, is split between the 
PLO and the "rejectionist" 
Damascus Ten. 


■ The Popular Struggle Front 
is also split into factions 
between the PLO and the 
Damascus Ten. 

To complicate matters further, 
the PFLP and DFLP are part of 
both the PLO and of the Damas¬ 
cus Ten, to which factions of 
the ALF and the PLF belong. 
Other Damascus Ten members 
include more radical figures 
such as the PFLP-Geoeral Com¬ 
mand — led by Ahmed fibril 
and initially fingered in the 
Lockerbie bombing; and Abu 
Moussa, credited with kidnap¬ 
pings in Lebanon, who has been 
considered to be a Syrian pawn 
since 1982. 

The rest of the PLO cabinet 
consists of eight independents, 
including the treasurer, or bead 
of the Palestine National Fund. 
Jaweed A1 Ghossain, father of 
Mona Bauwens, a household 


name in Britain as the family 
friend whom David MeUor 
visited in Spain before he was 
forced to resign- 
It also includes Mr Arafat’s 
favorite poet, Mahmoud Dar- 
wish, who wrote these lines to 
justify die Black September 
outrage at Munich in 1972: 

The one who has turned me 
into a refugee has made a 
bomb of me 
I knew that / will die 
I know that I'm venturing into 
a 

tost battle today because it is 
a battle for the future. 

I know that Palestine on the 
map is far away from me... 
Palestine is not a land, gentle¬ 
men of the jury 
Palestine has become bodies 
that 

move, that move to the streets of 
die world. 
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rights of Israeli citizens nor the 
ability to establish a separate 
political identity violates our 
democratic structure. It is a soci¬ 
ety in which Palestinians have 
nothing to, lose and Israelis have 
nothing to gain; we have both 
agreed to disengage from it 
The decision of the Israeli 


cabinet to help the Palestinians 
begjn their adventure of freedom 
is a triumph not for virtue and 
idealism . but for realism and 
mutual self-interest Israelis and 
Palestinians reached their new 
convergence because they are 
intensely. dissatisfied with their 
existing condition. 


- Governing a rebellious people 
is the only impossibility in this 
liberating age. Israel is at the 
highest point of its security and 
international prestige. Without 
Soviet support and its Egyptian 
alliance the Syrian forces are no 
match for ours. Our flag flies in 
a hundred embassies across the 


Letters of PLO-Israel recognition 


September 9,1993 

Mr Prime Minister, 

The signing of the Declaration of 
Principles marks a new era in the his¬ 
tory of the Middle East In firm con¬ 
viction thereof, I would like to con¬ 
firm the following PLO • 

commitments: . _ 

The PLO recognizes the right or 
the State of Israel to exist in peace 
and security. _ _, 

The plO accepts United Nations 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338. . . 

The PLO commits itself to the _—_— 

m -V!L pact peace process, and to a peaceful ^solution of the 
M ^!?r hrtween thetwo sides, and declares that all outstanding 
permanent ^wiUbe resolved through negr, 

“The PLO considers drat the signing of the Declaration of Princi- 

tSSSSTSSSSSSSSSStS^ 

use , ji plo elements and personnel in order to as- 

sponsibilityo vent violations and discipline violators. 

sure their era and the signing of the Dec- 

and 338, the PLO affirms that 



those articles of the Palestinian Cove¬ 
nant which deny Israel’s right to exist. 
and the provisions of the Covenant 
which are inconsistent with the com¬ 
mitments of this letter are now inopera¬ 
tive and no longer valid. Consequently, 
the PLO undertakes to submit to the 

Palestinian National Council for formal 
approval the necessary changes in re¬ 
gard to the Palestinian Covenant 

Sincerely 
Yasser Arafat 
Chairman 
The Palestine Liberation 
Organization 


September 9.1993 
Mr Chairman, 

In response to your letter of September 9,1993,1 wish to con¬ 
firm to you (hat in light of the PLO commitments included in 
your letter, the Government of Israel has decided to recognize the 
PLO as the representative of the Palestinian people and com¬ 
mence negotiations with the PLO within tire Middle East peace 
process. 

Yitzhak Rabin 
Prime Minister of Israel 



In poetic style, Darwisb chose 
to suspend himself from the pro¬ 
cess two weeks ago. He was 
joined by Abdallah Hoiirani, an 
independent, Shafiq A) Hout 
and Mallouh. ■ 


An Israeli viewpoint 


world. Never has Israel been 
more secure against external 
danger and more vulnerable to 
domestic folly of the kind that 
would arise from rejection of the 
hew peace prospect. To be 
against that is to be against the 
hope of all the world. 

The actual content of the 
Israeli-Palestinian agreements 
falls short of what the Palestini¬ 
ans could have achieved by 
accepting the autonomy provi¬ 
sions of the Camp David 
accords initiated by Likud and 
loyally supported by the Labor 
opposition in 1978. Benjamin 
Netanyahu's raging about Rabin 
and Peres "helping Arafat to 
plan the destruction of Israel" 
falls outrageously below the tra¬ 
ditions of truth and civility 
upheld by former opposition 
leaders. Rabin has prepared and 
led great armies in battle and 
Peres is the architect of Israel's 
arms industry. It is ridiculous for 
such men to be lectured about 
security by those whose only 
proposal is to. tighten the severi¬ 
ties of the mdUtary regime and to 
seek fame in television sound¬ 
bites and "Greater Israel" rheto¬ 
ric. The Palestinians understand 
that they are struggling not to 
get what they want, but to save 
what they can. Israelis under¬ 
stand that their essentia] nature 
is to deploy their democracy and 
their cultural lineage in a world 
community that is wide open to 
them for the first time. There are 
better things for young Israelis 
to do than to chase young Pales¬ 
tinian stone-throwers in the 
squalid alleys of Gaza. 

Whether and how the Palestin¬ 
ians will advance to higher 
forms of independence is largely 
for them to decide by their own 
actions and abstentions. These 
modest arrangements test coex¬ 
istence on the ground and not in 
the mere interchange of rhetoric. 

Our first president, the great 
Chaim Weizmann, said of Jeri¬ 
cho: "It was there that walls 
crumbled before the sound of 
trumpets, I have never head of 
walls being built in that way." It 
may seem utopian to project. 
positive images when the mem¬ 
ory of bloodshed is so grievous 
and recent But nations can 
flourish only by recognizing 
what their common interest 
demands. ■ 

Abba Eban is a former foreign 
minister of Israel and a for¬ 
mer ambassador in the United 
States and the United Nations. 


Embattled 
Jews of 
Gaza 

alarmed for 
their future 

WHEN YEHUDA Gross looks 
out from his shop in Gush 
Katif, a Jewish enclave inside 
the Gaza Strip, he does not see 
the dear Mediterranean sky, 
the neat suburban homes nor 
the swaying palm trees, only 
the political storm donds that 
are gathering on the horizon. 

After a decade of Irving in 
one of the most remote Zionist 
outposts, Mr Gross now fears 
that he and the other 5000 ide¬ 
ological settlers in Gaza may 
face a similar fate to the Pales¬ 
tinian refugees whose squalid 
camps surround his beach¬ 
front community. 

"I have already been kicked 
out of my home once," said 
Mr Gross, who was expelled 
by Israeli forces from the 
Sinai settlement of Yamit in 
1982 after the Camp David 
agreement between Egypt and 
KsraeL "The government told 
ns to come to Gosh Katif, 
asked us to make the desert 
green. Now they tell us we are 
part of the problem." 
i Tbe dedaratfon of principle 
b£gotiated between Israel and 
the ' 'PalestHleP Liberation 
Organization could speD the 
end for the Jewish settlers, 
who run farms, business and 
even hotels at 19 settlements in 
the Gaza Strip, alonjpide 
750,000 resentful Palestinians. 
Protests by Israelis against the 
deal are widespread. In Jeru¬ 
salem, thousands of police offi¬ 
cers were deployed last week 
to control a huge demonstra¬ 
tion, and organizers from 
right-wing parties and settlers 
in the Occupied Territories 
said they were able to master 
200,000 people to surround 
the office of Yitzhak Rabin, 
the prime minister. Only 
5®,000 showed up. 

More than 2500 police offi¬ 
cers — about 10 per cent of 
tbe national force — were 
brought to Jerusalem to main¬ 
tain order. 

Under the proposed peace 
agreement, Israeli forces 
would withdraw from areas 
inhabited by Palestinians in 
Gaza and the West Bank town 
of Jericho, except for Jewish 
settlements and their access 
roads which would continue to 
be protected by the Israeli 
army. 

Although tbe communities 
in Gush Katif are protected by 
electric fences, army patrols 
and the heavily armed settlers 
themselves, three farmers and 
a rabbi have been (tilled over 
the past few months by Pales¬ 
tinians, and the prospects of 
having to travel through areas 
policed by a future Palestinian 
force does not fill the settlers 
with hope. 

Their confidence has been 
shaken further by comments 
from local Palestinians such as 
Nasser Sir^j, the head or 
Gaza's employers' federation, 
who said that the Gosh Katif 
land should be returned to the 
Arabs as a way of combating 
tbe overcrowding in the rest of 
the densely populated Strip. 

One of the biggest problems 
that the Jewish settlers in 
Gaza face is convincing their 
fellow Israelis that their small 
and heavily subsidised com¬ 
munities are worth fighting 
for, particularly since most 
Israelis would be delighted to 
wash their hands of the entire 
r ectal strip once and for an. 
The only strategy left to the 
inhabitants of Gush Katif is to 
try to link their fate to that or 
others settlers in the occupied 
West Bank and the Golan 
Heights, where there is for less 
public support for returning 
land to Arab rule. ■ 

The Times 
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Middle East Beat 

by Khairi Janbek 

■ Amidst the delicate negotiations for |- 1 

peace in the Middle East, (he Israeli 
coalition government has been rocked 
by the resignation of Mr Aryc Deri, the 
minister of the interior, over corruption 
allegations. 

Mr Deri is the head of the ultra- 
orthodox Shas party, which is a political 
movement based on (he Jewish immi¬ 
grants from North Africa and tile Arab 
world. He is well known for his dovish 
views regarding the peace negotiations 
despite the fact that his party"member- Rabin 
ship tends to be more hawkish. Another 
member of Shas, Mr Rafael Pinhasi. the 
religious affairs minister, was also 
forced to resign after a “good govern¬ 
ment” group filed a complaint against 
both ministers keeping iheir cabinet 
posts although being charged with cor¬ 
ruption. The Shas leadership had been 
in consultation with its spiritual leader 
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef since last Wednes¬ 
day. for possible replacements for the 
two ministers from Shas. but such a 
suggestion seems to be unlikely. It is p cn - 
not clear whether Shas intends to remain 
in the coalition government of Mr Rabin 
as the resentment among its rank and tile is on the increase, 
however, its withdrawal from the government seems to be 
unlikely, because it benefits enormously from the subsidies it 
receives. 

Mr Rabin’s coalition holds 67 seats in the 120 seats Knesset, 
of which Shas holds 6. and enjovs the support of 5 Arab seats 
which are not formally port of the coalition. If Shas decides to 
leave the coalition, the majority enjoyed by Mr Rabin will be 
considerably diminished, thus putting' the whole peace process 
in jeopardy. It is absolutely important to watch the recent 
developments inside the Israeli society, and build %utr strate¬ 
gies according to the constants and variables that exist within 
such a political system rather than harp on words of pessimism 
or overoptimism in a region where facts have to be taken as 
they are. rather than how they ought to be. 

■ We are constantly being told that it is irrelevant whether the 
Palestinians and the Israelis agree on peace or not, for what is 
important is whether the Palestinians will get billions of dol¬ 
lars in foreign investments from the United Stales. Japan, 
Europe, and the Gulf States or not. To emphasize the argu¬ 
ment, the United States is leading the effort to secure such a 
large scale investment unprecedented in the history of the 
industrial nations, save perhaps the effort to resuscitate the 
Russian economy. The American fear is that continued pov¬ 
erty will lead inevitably to explosive political issues that would 
not only derail the peace process, but also, could destroy it 
altogether. Consequently, the United States is trying to secure 
some financial guarantees even before the details of the nature 
of the Gaza-Jericho plan is put into practice. No one can deny 
tbe importance of finances for such an historic development, 
for blessed be the peace makers, but unfortunately, the ques¬ 
tion of finances has been the basic argument of the Israelis 
even before the Intifada, as the general line of argument was 
that, if the Palestinians were offered adequate housing, and 
given the proper means to earn their livelihood, they would 
not have had the reason to throw stones in revolt against the 
Israeli occupation. Such a characterization may be understand- 

'able from the pefint of the occupier, even excu^ab^e in the case 
of the United States, but for 1 the Arabs W support it let alone 
' believe "iii it, is a serious case of delusion. The fact remains, 
that the Palestinian people have an identity and a territory to 
go with iL If an independent Palestinian entity emerges from 
tbe peace process, then the long lasting peace will be reigning 
in the land of milk and honey. Otherwise, no money in the 
world could ever buy such a peace based only on financial 
arrangements. A World Bank report that will be made public 
later this month estimates that the occupied territories need S3 
billion over the next decade to meet the basic needs of the 
population, ranging from improved water supplies to public 
health, but Palestinian economists have estimated the financial 
needs to be more than double the amount suggested by the 
World Bank. The Bank finds itself in a problem of a technical 
nature: For the World Bank only lends to its members, and the 
Occupied Territories are not members of the institution. It also 
offers loans only to governments, and what is envisaged in the 
Gaza-Jericho plan is only limited self-rule, rather than a sove¬ 
reign administrative Palestinian entity. Will the constitution of 
the new world order prevail over the constitution of the World 
Bank? 
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■ In an interview with CNN, Mr James ^ 

Baker, former US secretary of state, has 
said that peace has become possible only j mm* 

after the demise of Communism and the I WL 

end of the Cold War. And his other rea- \ 0k T * 0 
son for the speed in which the concept , ^*4 .r 
of a negotiated settlement between the 
Arabs and the Israelis has topped the •’35T- 
agenda is due to the victory of the allies - B| 

and "the Arab moderates" over "the W 

hardline Arab states." In a new age and a IBB « 

new era, one seems to continue to suffer Raker 
from archaic and anachronistic terms 
inapplicable to any historical reality. The 
current peace negotiators are Jordan. Palestine, Syria, and Leb¬ 
anon. So what is it that Mr. Baker means by hardliners, and 
moderates? I think he ought to have been reminded by his own 
words, that the Cold War is over and with it the jargon has 
died away as well. 





HOMECOMING—Two of the 189 Palestinian deportees pray 
Thursday at a South Lebanese Army check point after they 
crossed into northern Israel ending their six month forced exile 
In Marj A1 Zuhor in South Lebanon. Israel expelled 318 Palestin¬ 
ians, allegedly for belonging to Islamic Hamas, into Lebanon last 
year. Another 214 deportees, including Abdel Aziz Rantisi, will 
not be allowed back until December. Most of those who returned 
were immediately detained by Israel for interrogation. 
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Don't miss our conference on 

Jordan's New Economic Perspectives 

The conference will open on Saturday 25 September at 9:00 a.m. in the Philadelphia 
Hotel, Amman. With breaks for coffee and lunch, sessions will continue till 7:00 p.m., and 
there will be a reception at the hotel from 7:30-9:30 p.m. The conference will reconvene the 
next day, Sunday 26 September, at 9:00 a.m. and continue, with breaks, tili 7:00 p.m. 

The papers presented will be: 

— ”An Overview of the Jordanian Economy" by Dr Jamal Saiah, Executive Director of 
the Research and Studies Department in the Central Bank of Jordan. 

— "Business in Jordan's Energy and Environment Sectors" by Mr Khalid Bushnaq, 
General Manager, Energy Management Services, Amman. 

— "Media Business in Jordan" by Dr Nabil El-Sherif, Editorial Director, Ad-Dustour, 
Amman. 

— "Industry and Exports 11 by Mr Samir Maqdah, Director, The Jordan Clothing Company 
(CJC), Amman. 

— “Tax and other Fiscal Options for Jordan" by Prof. Chris Higson, London Business 
School, London. 

— "Exports and Investments" by Dr Paul Jabber, President and CEO, Globicom, Las 
Vegas. 

— "NGOs and a Developing Economy: the Case of Jordan" by Dr Curt Rhodes, 
Director, Near East Foundation, Amman. 

The conference is co-sponsored by Union Bank for Savings and investment, ABC 
Bank/Jordan, Aramex and the Sukhtian Group of Companies. 

Participation fees are JD 75 for non-subscribers and JD 60 for subscribers to Economic 
perspectives. Members of Jordanian academic institutions receive a 20% discount, and 
the same discount is also given for multiple attendance from one organization. For 
registration, contact Osama El-Sherif (tel 648298), or Riad al Khouri (tel 655531). 



ThePLO- 

speeches at the 

President BiU Clinton ■ 

On behalf of the United States arid Russia, co-sponsors of the 
Middle East peace process, welcome to this great occasion of histoiy 
and hope. - .. . • ■ . 

Today we bear witness to an extraordinary act in one of hi strays 
defining dram a...between the River Jordan and the Mediterranean 
Sea. That hallowed piece of earth, and land of life and revelation is 
the home to the memories and dreams of Jews, Muslims, and Chris¬ 
tians throughout the world. 

As we all know, devotion to that land has also heen the source of 
conflict and bloodshed for too long. Throughout this century, bitter¬ 
ness between the Palestinian . .. 'V. 

and Jewish people has robbed 
the entire region of its 
resources, its potential, and too 
many of its sons and daugh¬ 
ters. The land has been so 
drenched in warfare and 
hatred... 14 years ago, the past 
began to give way when, at 
this place and upon this desk 
three men of great vision 
signed their names to the 
Camp David Accords. 

Two years ago in Madrid, 
another president took a major 
step on the road to peace by 
bringing Israel and all her 
neighbors together to launch 
direct negotiations. 

...that the security of the 
Israeli people will be recon¬ 
ciled with the hopes of the Pal¬ 
estinian people, and there will 
be more security and more 
hope for all. 

Today, the leadership of 

Israel and the Palestine liberation Organisation will sign a declara- . 
tion of principles on interim Palestinian self-government. It charts a 
course toward reconciliation between two peoples who have both 
known the bitterness of exile. Now both pledge to put old sorrows 
and antagonisms behind them -and to work for a shared future, 
shaped by the values of the Torah, the Koran and tire Bible. 

Let us today pay tribute to the leaders who had the courage to lead 
their people toward peace, away from the scars of battle^Prime 
Minister Rabin, Foreign Minister Peres and Chairman Arafat. 

Their tenacity and vision has given us the promise of a new begin¬ 
ning. What these leaders have done must now be done by otters. 
Their achievement must be a catalyst for progress in all aspects'of > 
the peace process...^ peace of the brave is within , our reach.. 
Throughout the Middle East, there is a great yearning fra: fee quite 
miracle of a normal life. 

We know a difficult road lies ahead. Every peace has its enemies, 
those who still prefer the easy habits of hatred'to the hrad labors of . 
reconciliation... 

Therefore, let us resolve that this new mutual recognition win be a. 
con tinuin g process in which the parties transform the very way they. 
see and understand each o ther . Let the skeptics of this peace recall - 
what once existed among these people. There was a time when the 
traffic of ideas and commerce and pilgrims flowed anmteirupted 
among the dries of the fertile crescent—' 

Mr Prime Minister, Mr Chairman, I pledge the active support of 
the United States of America to the difficult work feat lies ahead. 



: Excerpts from 
ceremony 





leading the world in marshalling the resources necessary to imple¬ 
ment the difficult details that will make real the principles to which 
you commit yourselves today. 

Together, let us imagine what can be accomplished if all the 
energy and ability of the Israelis and the Palestimans...cati now be 
channelled into cultivating the land and freshening the waters, into 
ending boycotts and creating new industry, into building a land as 
bountiful and peaceful as it is holy— '. 

For too long, fee young of the Middle East have been caught in a 
web of hatred not of their own making.-Now, we can give them the 
chance to know the season of peace. 

Prime Minister Rabin: 

This s igning of fee IsraeH-Palestinian declaration of principles 
here today, it's not so easy, neither for myself as a soldier in Israel's' 


war. nor for the people of 

Diaspora wbo “^Hxatmrity. Ofyotturipfor 

every one of them with evert^tmg eternal capital of 

- 1 *!. o» ...*«• ffifwSItat Sn 

together on fee same.sod m the sam ... w who have seen our . 
have returned from^battlesstair^l _ ' we who have fought 

relatives and friaris t0 ™ today m aloud and* ^ 

-against you, fee Palestinians, we say c!c J\, 0 i ce enough of Wood 

and tears. Enough! ; 

• We have no desire : rot 
revenge, we have...peopi£ ", 

want to build a home, to pant, 
a tree, to love, live side by SHft- 
with you in dignity- ip -- 

as human begins, as free men, • '.. 
We a« today giving peacp 
chance and saying to yon— 
and saying again to ypu;. 
•’Enough," Let us pray feat .a ; 
day will come when we all wiu ; 
say farewell to fee arms. Wa 
wish to open a new chapter iiv* - 
the sad book of our lives - 
together, a chapter of mutual 
recognition, of good neighbor^-, 
liness of mutual respect,. of 
understanding.' We hope ..to • 
embark on a new era in fee 
history of the Middle East * 

Our inner strength, ~ Our. : 
higher moral values have.beeu 
derived for thousands of years : 
from the Book of the Books, 
in one of which Koheleh, we read: "To everything there season 
and a time to every purpose under heaven. A time to be bom ana a 
time to die, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to weep a ™ s 
rime to laugh, a time to love and a time to bate, a time of war and a. 
time of peace, " 

PLO Chairman Arafat 

Mr President, I am taking this opportunity to assure you and to 
assure the great American people that we share your values for free¬ 
dom, justice and human rights—-values for which my people have 
been striving. My. people are hoping that this agreement which , we. 
are signing today marks the beginning of the end of a chapter of pain 
and snffrTing which has lasted throughout this century. / 

My people jure hoping feat this agreement which we are signing 
today will usher in an age of peace, coexistence and equal fights. We 
are relying on your role, Mr President, and on the role of all the 
countries which believe that without peace in the Middle East, peace 
in foe world wifi riot be complete. 

- Enforcing fee agreement and moving toward fee final settlement, 
after two years, to implement all aspects of UN Resolutions 242 and 
338 in all of their aspects, and resolve all the issues of Jerusalem, the 

- settlements, the refugees and the boundaries will be a Palestinian and 
an Israeli responsibility. It is also the responsibility of the interna¬ 
tional community in its entirety to help the parties overcome the tre- 
meddfe'd^cufnes I wMch are Stitt standing in- fee way ofreaf hing a . 
final^dcoinprebenat^e settlement 

• • Now as we stand on fee threshold of this new historic era, let me - 
address the people of Israel and their leaders, with whom we are 
meeting today fra the first time, and let: me assure them that the diffi¬ 
cult decision we reached together was one that required great and 
exceptional courage. 

We will need more courage and determination to continue the 
course of building coexistence and peace between us. This is possi¬ 
ble and it will happen wife mutual determination and with fee effort 
feat will bermade wife all parties on all the tracks to establish the 

Continued on last page 

We will bring down this accord 

Continued from page 3 
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TAIWAN AND THE MAINLAND 
VIE FOR SUPPORT 


UNITED NATIONS- Taiwan and the mainland have, 
started a fierce tug-of-war for the support of potential 
member countries of the United Nations General Commit¬ 
tee which may review Taiwan’s request to enter fee UN 
soon. 

Taiwan is focusing efforts on some 28 diplomatic 
allies,which could enter the General Committee later this 
month or in early October, to win fee support to include 
ROCs membership bid in the UN agenda. . 

The UN General Committee wiD include delegates from 
Guyana, Britain, The United States, Russia , France, The 
People's Republic of China, Tanzania, Zambia, Zair, 
Uganda, Tunisia. Liberia, Benin, Burkina Faso, Guate¬ 
mala, Grenada, Canada, Germany and Poland. 

ROCs Ministry of Foreign Affairs currently experts the. 
support of Guatemala, Grenada, Liberia, Fiji, and Zaire. 
The Ministry's goal is to gain fee support of 20 out of - 
29- member of fee committee feat will dedde'whether or 
not to include the issue on UN Assembly agenda^ . 

Besides requesting an endorsement, fee Ministry is tty-- 
ing to convince countries wife closer ties to mainland 
China to abstain rather than casting opposition votes. \ ... 

Seven groups, including representatives form the: gov¬ 
ernment, political parties and private organizations, are 
visiting fee US and Europe to campaign for the ROCs bid 
to enter the UN. - 

It is the first time so many official and civilian groups 
from Taiwan have gone to fee UN Assemblyiora single, 
cause. Chao Tze-Chi, president of Taiwan's Chapter of. 
the World League for Freedom and Democracy, will 
meet the UN Secretary General, Boutros-Ghali next week . 
in the annual conference of the UN's non-govem mental 
organizations to speak in support of Taiwan. - 

Winston Lord, Assistant Secretary General of fee State- 
for East Asian and Pacific- Affairs, pointed out feat, fee, . 
United States considers its ties with Taiwan "very impor-- 
tant" and believes it is "very helpful" to have Taiwan rep-' 
resented in many world's organizations. On unification■ 
between Taiwan and mainland China Lord 'said "We: 
believe it's up to fee mainland and Taiwan to work out 
their relationship, and anything they can agree upon, we 
will welcome." 

The UN Assembly will convene Sept 21 in New York. 


the hands of Israeli occupation 
and certainly we will not be part¬ 
ners to such a government or (0 
institutions that will branch from 
it But if developments take 
..-place' that will force the Israelis 
to withdraw and to revise fee lat¬ 
est accord, then we .will.study 
tire possibility.- of participating in 
-tireelections. " 

So yon can assure the Israeli 
right feat the PLOIsrael 
agreement will feot lead to a 
Palestinian state as Benyamra 
Netanyahu says it will?. 

V'•" This is pair of the political and 
' ideological' campaign launched # 
: by the extremist -IsraeU right" 
against fee Labor Tarty and its 

■ supporters. We. do art believe ■ 
feat tire agreement" will open the 
way for a'Patestinm state and 

- we thirdc Benyamm. Netanyahu 
knows this, but he is running his 
battle in a way that will enable 
hixn to ride fee-extremist wave in 

■ order to. stand pp -to the Labor : 
gdfvenjment. ■ - - . 

There are Tears feat W aril 
-.wac-. wffl erupt in the West 
Ban]c^nd 'Gan betW€^u those 
~whosnpport Mr Aralat and.. 


. stand from such n possibility? 

First, . tire occupation will- 
remain and this is In-fee agree¬ 
ment Second, when we talked 
' abort the possibility ‘of.frilling 
. into tire /abyss.of internal fight- 
■_it»-<ica(^ 7 Secf^8W.;of tire 
DFLP Nayef HawaSneh warned 
about tbi5--we wanted, to warn 
not .to proonse. We.are against 
. direc-. 

ytibn. 1 .Qtir'pe^fi lad suffered 
erro.agb r.umJec occupation and 
made many sacrifices and it still: 
has iTrt ra,sacrifices to make. 
TMs ' S. part .of. frre -Istriiggle 
agamst .the ^a^^e ^nt. That's 

. Of: the: agreement ’ ra^sdy' in. 
-bn^teprewot .stibn^dcstriictive'. 
consequences.. Wewfll :w6rit to 
■jree^f-itii^erepticnr: civil.... 

war, bii£. 3f feat goiter havens 
fe^we^wD Nanre;tiie party, feat 
' in duectios: We. 

wfll 'let; fee tebple be fee Judge 
justlike wecBd rathe 197& and 
tirel^OsinLebanon-We were 
not a part- of these Palcstirrian 


infightings and we will dp our 
best to prevent them in the 
futnre. 

The agreement stipulates 
that no action against Israel 
wiD be allowed mid feat fee 
self rule authority wffl take. 
measures to prevent them. 
How do you feel about this? 

Well this will expose if [the 
self rule authority] as an Israeli 
. protectorate...as' a puppet in tire 
hands of tire Israelis, we have to 
be clear that if this happens it 
will not be a civil war, but part 
of fee struggle against the occu- 
paoon. One cannot play police 
role under occupation. - . - - . 

Now feat fee agreement b« 
been signed, will yon still con¬ 
sider fee PLO as fee sole legiti¬ 
mate representative of the Pal¬ 
estinian people, or will you set 
an alternative leadership? 

_ We will not resort to a policy : 
that will bong down the striic- 
turc, the national structure of the 
-PLCK There are powers feat-are- ■ 
pushing in that directioiL The. 
group of eight that signed the 
agreement with' Rabin hais' cod- - 
ttibuted to shaking the founda- 
uops of the PLO. We wiU not . 

make it easy for them bur wffl dd 

our-best .to protect the PLQ as 
our only representative. Ora mis- . 
sion will be to bring down tins - 
accord with the help of our peoi 
pie at all levels to the extent pf 
toppfing .fee leadership group 
that h as m anufactured this agree- 
ment This is how we wilf pfo- 

tectfeePto. • 

. are the alternatives 

to fee Gaza-Jericho deal? 

. The alternative is to stick to- 
S! sfrategy which 'aH 

fee rLO facnons had agreed to' 

sessions of 
fee PNC. There is no other alter- 

°ne can make us 
^osetetween suicide or stitren- 
«r- We reject suicide. Those 

committed to armed struggle tiS 

c . ho ^“fi suicide, 

S? rtJ? ^*!L al,i ? a ^ 1Ve ’ chosen 
pyTtite^ groop <rf eight, , is. fee 

Wam with 

arcW3 , tfa£he national 
coorceof ora people. ■ 
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IDEALS OFT IS a newly es¬ 
tablished software develop¬ 
ment company comprising the 
same team which made op 
Ideal Development, who 
brought Arabic accounting to 
Macintosh users with the 
award-winning AI-Muhasib 
Al-Mithali™. IdealSoft are 
also the exclusive dealers for 
ACT, the makers of 4th Di¬ 
mension, in the Middle East 
Mr Imad Malhas, general 
manager of IdealSoft Ltd, 
talked to The Star about soft¬ 
ware development at his com¬ 
pany. 

Can you tell ns about the 
history of your company? 

IdealSoft is an offspring of the 
software development depart¬ 
ment in Ideal Systems, which 
was called Ideal Development 
We were developing Arabic so¬ 
lutions for 
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ImadMalhas, IdealSoft: 

We have good software and we need to market it' 

Towards a software 
developers consortium 



the Apple 
Macintosh 
and we start¬ 
ed just be¬ 
fore the Gulf 
War—just 
after the in¬ 
vasion of 
Kuwait in 
November 
1990. 

We 

worked through the war to re¬ 
lease our first product which 
caused a lot of uncertainty for 
us, but it gave us an incentive to 
work hard. In May 1992 we re¬ 
leased Al-Muhasib Al- 
Mithali ™. 

What products do you have 
already in the market? 

We have already released Al- 
Muhasib AI-Mithalf™ (Ideal 
Accountant) and AI-Khazen A/- 
Mit^i^deal'Stnrel^wb'piod^’ 


nets in three and a half years 
of work. We won the 4D Golden 
Award, which helped us obtain 
the dealership for AO for the 
whole of the Middle East, in¬ 
cluding Egypt and the Gulf. 
This is a prestigious award, 
which we received in Paris, and 
we were competing against one 
hundred developers. We were 
the only Arabs in that competi¬ 
tion. IdealSoft has 
recently landed an 
agreement with 
Talal Aba Ghaza- 
ieh International, 
a respectable mul¬ 
ti-national ac¬ 
counting firm 
with 30 offices all 
around the world, 
who approved our 
product arid 
signed for it 

What development tools do 
you use for the Macintosh? 

Primarily, 4th Dimension 
(4D) which is an advanced data¬ 
base. We are using Symantec 
Think C version 5.04. We are 
also using MacroMind Director 
and AnthorWare which are mul¬ 
ti-media tools. 

4D offers us a database engine 
for development When we 
made our decision to create Al- 


many. They thought that this 
is not a serious development 
platform and that it's very weak. 
This is strange to say since 4D 
generates assembly code for 
stand alone applications. Still, 
when we released Al-Muhasib 
the user couldn't tell that it was a 
database. It is a stand alone ap¬ 
plication. If we developed Al- 
Muhasib in C language, which 
we are experienced in, it would 
have taken us double the time 
and it will only offer one fifth of 
the features. The result would 
have been an accounting pack¬ 
age which is not as user friendly 
as what a product developed on 
a database like 4D would be. 

Are you looking into devel¬ 
opment for Microsoft Win¬ 
dows? 

At the beginning of the year, 
we were evaluating develop¬ 
ment platforms. We evaluated 
Microsoft Visual Basic for Win¬ 
dows, which we believed was 
actually very primitive com¬ 
pared to 4D. In my personal 
opinion. Visual Basic 1.1 is ac¬ 
tually a very early stage of 4D. 
Currently, we are looking into 
Visual C and C++. 

Very recently, we have estab¬ 
lished contact with Microsoft 
Middle East and we're looking 
inta.the ross&iljisy 
Al-Muhasib Al-MltfuiiiJM- on-;"’ 


Windows in the future. 

How do you compare devel¬ 
opment on Microsoft Win¬ 
dows and the Macintosh oper¬ 



ating systems as two different 
platforms? 

On the Macintosh, 4th Dimen¬ 
sion (4D) is superior to anything 
else. It should be noted here that 
these are different categories of 
products. Some things are pio¬ 
neered by 4D such as the way 
you manipulate data, the way 
you drew the menus, the way 
you draw the input and output 
layout 

4D is a database oriented solu¬ 
tion on the Macintosh, corre- 
.jSpgiieJiqgly on... ^jndp.ws:; ypp.- 
.have. Access and:FoxPro.: Fox-. 


Pro is a third generation devel¬ 
opment environment which 
demands more development 
time, ifs just not worth it with 
today's sophisticated languages 
to slave with 
third level lan¬ 
guages. 
Microsoft 
Access provides 
more control 
than 4D in 
some things 
like offering the 
ability to con¬ 
trol the field 
and the label 
properties. 
Access is defi¬ 
nitely a very 
intelligently 
written database 
and Microsoft 
does have an understandable 
marketing advantage, but 4di 
Dimension is far more superior 
especially the 4D version 3.0 
and the 4D server. Furthermore, 
you'll be able to run a'4D client 
of a Windows machine connect¬ 
ing to a 4D server on a Macin¬ 
tosh: Remember that 4D can 
sort in Arabic while we are still 
waiting to see if Access 2.0 will 
sort in Arabic. 

Tell us about your staff? 

All is.all, we have 15 people, 
eight of whom are programmers 


including myself. Two are devel¬ 
opers for Windows, three are 
working on Apple C, one is spe¬ 
cialized in multi-media and 
we're looking into Newton and 
large systems at the moment. 

What do you think of exter¬ 
nal or foreign support availa¬ 
ble to Jordanian developers? 

There is no external support, it 
is non-existent We have to fight 
for it and we take anything they 
give us. To add to all this, our 
telephone system is very old and 
is incapable of offering us the 
services we require. We would 
be very happy if the Government 
would install an X 25 telephone 
system, which will provide all 
software developers in Jordan 
with a proper connection to the 
world. It's a gateway that will 
cost us so little to connect to the 
US. Now. I have to contact Bah¬ 
rain, and from there, I link to the 
US through a predetermined 
□umber. It costs me the money 
to dial Bahrain and the money to 
connect to the US. 

The least an X25 link will 
give us is easy upgrades for our 
software. We spend so much 
money every year on buying all 
the latest software and tutorials, 
but we face much difficulty in 
upgrading them. Things would 
be quite different if we had a 
consortium of software develop¬ 
ers in Jordan. Still, we'll stay in 
Jordan because we will not find 
a better place for software 
development 

What is IdealSoft's relation 
to the Apple Developers Cen¬ 
ter (ADC) set up by Arab 
Business Machines (ABM), 
Apple dealers for the Middle 
East? 

We have simply been con¬ 
tracted to manage rt and provide. 


INTERFACE 

BY ZEID NASSER ! 


'Made in Jordan' 

WELCOME TO the first 'Software Development Survey' in Ionian. 
What this survey offers is chance for many to lake a closer 
look at what some Jordanian software developers have been up 
to recently. It should also provide some interesting facts on the 
state of the international and regional software markets and our 
developer's hopes and outlook for the future. 

Moreover, we have attempted to shed some light on a fast de¬ 
veloping sector with lots of potential which really does not re¬ 
ceive the support nor the attention it truly deserves. 

In preparing this survey, a number of important points 
emerged to be general problems for all Jordanian developers. 
Foremost is the problem of communication, or more like the 
lack of it. How do we expect our developers to grow in paral¬ 
lel with the international software industry if we can't provide 
them with a proper connection to the outside world'.' 

Jordan's current telephone lines do not enable direct access to 
major networks like Internet, for example, because they can't 
handle the baud rate. Another criticism, with regard to our tele¬ 
phone lines, voiced by most developers 1 ralked to. was how- 
expensive it was to connect internationally and how difficult 
this makes it for them to make long-time calls necessary when 
sending or receiving large amounts of code. 

Problems related to this unfold as you listen to our develop¬ 
ers expressing their need for a marketing and support link with 
countries like the US from which we buy most of our software. 
They need access to software upgrades, new technical and mar¬ 
ket information, and the ability to send their products and code 
on-line to anyplace in the world. 

So. what our developers are basically asking the Government 
for is better and cheaper communications be it the X25, which 
many of them talked about, or anything else. 

Other hot issues of discussion were the lack ol proper imple¬ 
mentation of the copyright law in Jordan and the need for real 
investment in the software development industry. Although it 
requires so much less investment than the hardware industry— 
or many other industries, for that maner— and has so much po¬ 
tential. it does not receive the support it deserves. 

Mixed feelings of optimism and pessimism characterize most 
of these interviews regarding the future of software develop¬ 
ment in the country, but at least there is general agreement on 
one thing: Wc have the human resources, in brains and skills to 
be a major player in the region and the Arab world as a whole. 
We should capitalize on this by providing all the support possi¬ 
ble for the growing sector of software development which 
promises to be a major export industry* for Jordan in the future. 

We wish all the best to Jordanian developers and we would 
like to say to them, in spite of the many difficulties they face, 
to keep up the good work. ■ 


instructors. So we only provide 
general management of the cen¬ 
ter. IdealSoft is an independent 
operation and our relation with 
the Apple dealers in the Middle 
East is that of friendship and 
coordination. What you are look¬ 
ing at, here at IdealSoft is a 
totally private operation, which 
is independent of any other 
body. - 


Do you think tbat the work¬ 
ing environment in Jordan is 
more suitable than other coun¬ 
tries for software 
development? 

Yes. we are working in a very' 
comfortable environment. We 
are happy working in Jordan, but 

Continued on page & 
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AI-Muhaseb AI-Mithali 

The Comprehensive Accounting System 

Al-Muhaseb AI-Milhali feanues an accounting systems with the full compliance with Arabic accounting systems; 
GencStaimd,^&™ml Led£r. Financial Statements,.and Accotmts receivables and payable. It is easy to use and 
leant with maximum flexibility. It is your Weal Accounting Choice! 

Al-Khazen AJ-MithaK 

The Utimate Control 

Weal State is the way to control the flow of goods in and out of the stock. It facilitates stock valuation and 

SsSe comprises various integrated systems; customers and suppliers, orders and purchase, oflets and sales, 
warehouse management and stocking of goods. 



Graphic Arts Center 

Goal Amman - Tei: 


Ideal Center 

Wash Ei-Tal Si red 
Tei: i7 - 689418 


Apple Center 

Shmeisani - Tel: 676175 
676176 
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Hazem Milhem, Jordan Computer Center * 

’Voice processing systems eliminate 
the human interface 1 

_ _ ■■ ■ - — —^ 1 ^^^ J 


Sameer Mubarak, COMSOFT: 


The 





The Jordan Computer Center 
(JCQ has been involved in the < 

Jordanian computer sector ] 

since 1984. The company is 
the authorized dealer for Alai- \ 
amiah in Jordan and markets j 
Sakhr products in the country. 

It is also the authorized dis- ■ 
tributor of Lotus products. 
JCC has a long history of soft¬ 
ware development in Arabic 
and English and has recently 
focused on the development of 
voice processing systems. Mr 
Hazem Milhem. the general 
manager, told The Star about 
these new systems. 

Tell us about the history or 
software development in your 
companv. 

The Software Department 
started when we launched our 
PC products around four years 
ago. We used to work on tradi¬ 
tional packages such as inven¬ 
tory. accounting and pay-roll. 
Naturally, all of our packages 
were Arabic/English. We used 
the Sakhr Arabic operating sys¬ 
tem which was a DOS shell. 

Last year, we established a 
software department for voice 
processing purposes. Our Voice 
Processing System is marketed 
todav in Jordan. Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait. Tuikev and we are 
working on a directorate for the 
telecommunications authority in 
one of the Gulf states. 

Could you tell us about the 
development team for voice 
processing? 

We have recruited six engi¬ 
neers. They are qualified in dif¬ 
ferent fields. The Project Direc¬ 
tor. Ms Dima Bibi. has voice 
processing experience and has 
attended various training 
courses in the Far East and the 
United States. She is responsible 
for design and implementation. 
Mr Yascr Zubaidi. a senior engi¬ 
neer. specializes in voice pro¬ 
cessing. In addition, we have a 
team of talented software and 
hardware developers. 

What are voice processing 
systems? O 

Voice processing systems help 
enhance an organization's image 
by providing the best sen-ice to 
its customers 24 hours a day, 
seven davs a week. This is 
•achieved ’ by automatic call 
answering, transferring,, mes¬ 
sage taking, fax handling, pag¬ 
ing and voice inquiry. This 
makes your operators and cus¬ 
tomer service personnel free to 
pursue more productive tasks. 

Whal products have you 
released so far? 


We have released Voice Mail 
Computer System (VCMS) and 
Interactive Voice Response. 

The VCMS can be utilized 
for Auto Attendant, Messaging 
Center, AudioTex and Fax-On- 
Demand. The IVR enables the 
conversion of any screen with 
numbers into voice. 

The packages released so far 
are tailor made for the Arab 
Bank, Shahin Group of compa¬ 
nies and Aramex. These pack¬ 
ages cover both VCMS and 
IVR. 

Who would benefit from 
using voice processing 
systems? 

All banks, companies, 
hospitals, schools and gov¬ 
ernment organizations. 

In banks, people can use 
it too as voice mail or an 
interactive voice response 
to inquire about their 
accounts. In companies 
you can use it for voice 
messaging. In hospitals 
you can use it to report the 
status of the patient. In 
schools, you can use it for 
reporting academic results 
or for messaging for teach¬ 
ers. You could apply a 
'talking Reuters' by offer¬ 
ing recorded figures on the 
stock market Even air¬ 
lines. like Royal Jordanian, 
could use it to offer an 
information service on 
flight times, routes and ticket 
prices. The Municipality of 
Greater Amman could use it to 
provide a public information ser¬ 
vice offering information such 
as terms of registering a piece of 
land in Amman, laws governing 
construction and other instruc¬ 
tions which you can even 
receive on paper by fax-on- 
demand. 


user friendly with pull down 
menus. But we are moving 
towards Windows. The interna¬ 
tional trend for communications 
is Windows NT and that's were 
our voice processing system is 
heading too. 

What development tools do 

you use? . , . . 

We used to develop under 
COBOL. Then we changed to 
RM COBOL, then we changed 
to FoxPro I & n and recently 
FoxPro 25 for Windows. 

Ail of our programing, related 
to the voice processing system. 


Specialized things. 

What do yon view to be the 
main problems facing soft¬ 
ware development in Jordan? 

If we had proper communica¬ 
tion lines, I would hook our 
company immediately to data¬ 
bases to help our developers 
obtain the latest information ana 
benefit from other people s 
ideas. If we had such cheap 
communication and modems 
were available and allowed, it 
would really help develop our 
engineers and programmers. 
The Government should allow 







For which platforms is the 
Voice Processing system avail¬ 
able and what are your future 
(dans for it? 

For the time being, the voice 
processing system will only be 
available under the DOS envi¬ 
ronment Since we believe that 
the voice processing system is a 
unique product, you can expect 
to see voice processing under 
Windows in the future. We are 
also learning how to use it under 
different, environments- The 
beauty, of. it all is that tVe- - have, 
connectivity to hosts and Local 
Area Networks (.LANs) and we 
have all the knowledge about 
serial interfaces, emulation and 
UNIX . So we should be able to 
immediately shift to alternative 
environments. 

Under DOS, our system is 


is done under C language. It also 
involves the development of 
interfaces with various PBXs, 
host computers and the emula¬ 
tion of terminals. 

What kinds of protection do 
you use and how is yonr com¬ 
pany affected by the absence 
of proper implementation of 
tiie copyright laws in Jordan? 

For the VCMS we are putting 
Dongel protection and employ¬ 
ing special techniques for secur¬ 
ity. We try to be extra protec¬ 
tive. Apparently, if we had 
properly implemented copyright 
laws, we wouldn't look into such 
expensive solutions. If there was 
proper enforcement of the law, 
we wouldn't have to invest in 
these extra security measures. It 
would also save development 
time for ns and would result in 
cheaper packages for the end 
user. 


cheaper communication by 

incorporating an X25 or packet 
switching. 

How do yon view the future 
of software development in 
Jordan? 

In Jordan, the younger genera¬ 
tion could provide proper input 
to industry if trained. Software 
does not cost as much as hard¬ 
ware. We think we could train 
intelligent people and this will 
not cost us as much as import¬ 
ing goods. By doing so, we 
could develop software to 
export Investment in this case, 
is primarily in human resources 
rather than depreciated 
machinery. . 

Of course, we need a National 
Computer Policy so Jordanian 
companies can benefit like com¬ 
panies in other countries such as 
India and Singapore. Some bar¬ 
riers should be removed such as 
the lack of understanding by the 


yy:i, - 

--.I'm sure that tigig's:good..^Customs’ 
will behind the law,, but this law govemm 
is new and nobody seems to If vre 
have die slightest idea on how to from the 
implement it legislatively. Espe- just logo 
dally when we’re talking about tty, then 
software since it involves defin- people ® 
ing the source code, the Ian- 
guage, die program and other the Drain 


COMSOFT is ft Jordanian; 
software development com¬ 
pany, which is the only Auto- 
Desk Registered. Applications 
Developer in the Arab world 
and the region. They have had 
an Arabization Kit for Auto¬ 
CAD for DOS on the market 
for some years now and con¬ 
stantly upgrade their package 
with new releases including 
the latest version of AutoCAD 
Arabization Kit for Windows. 
The Star talked to Mr Sameer 
Mubarak, the m anaging direc¬ 
tor of COMSOFT. 

Could yon tell us about the 
history of your company? 

We started in a company 
called Computer Systems and 
Networks which included a 
number of young developers. 
We used to work in CAD (Com-, 
puter Aided Design). We started 
to sense the need for some sort 
of Arabization for AutoCAD in 
1987. Once we saw that the mar¬ 
ket had potential for several 
packages, we decided to provide 
■in Arabization Kit for Auto¬ 
CAD. We saw that there was 
also potential in the Arab world, 
but our real marketing only 
staned in 1990. The Gulf War, 
however, put our business on 
hold. However, after the war, 
the country and the region 
became active again and this 
was a phis for us. We later real¬ 
ized that there has to be speciali¬ 
zation, you cannot work in soft¬ 
ware development and services 
at the same time, so we decided 
to focus on software develop¬ 
ment At first we were a comple¬ 
mentary firm for Unisys and 
there continued to be a lot of 
cooperation between us, but last 
year we established COMSOFT 
as a private share-bolding com¬ 
pany with limited liability along 
with a Saudi financier. 

What products have you 
released and in which markets 
are they available? 

We've released an Arabization 
i Kit for AutoCAD in two ver¬ 
sions, AutoCAD for Windows 
and AutoCAD for DOS. We are 
• also working on a Farsi version, 
i which is in its final stages. Our 


ttus October, through mail order 
marketing for the first time in 
the Arab world. It's called the 
PhoneBook and it's actually a 
pilot project. 

In simple terms, can yon tell 


again by simply plugging in 
object 

Tell os about your staff. 

We have two twms,on& work¬ 
ing dh AutoCAD and the. 
working on VWndowj C0> 

SOFT are Rostered 


communication- We-justjarast 

Support from oumde tiw 
fSmtrvbecsuse we dcmT have 
Sic access o 
world. This is a big problem 

g^anditdoesiio 
to efficiently work wth^wma- 


ing applications in Arabic. Thars 
as simple as it can be put For 
the developer, it comprises three 
steps: First, there's the creation 
of the interface. Sroqnd, there s 
(he Arabic support ' 

which is basically adding I Egg? 

the capability- to apply .: gg; 
Arabic info your files as f 
foM Finally, there's the 
third step of achieving * 7 .; 
bi-linguality or multi- Zj 
linguality. . ... 


Sifwert put though "S’ 

An.nrv .sk apd~ had to attend a °, f P^SL ^Trounding 'St- 

nusiber of intemati<ffl»l n»a- aun«P ^ Gulf crisp. . 

ings. We benefit from fop.fo TSabar important issuc is th^::, 
many ways such as receiving dam 

- -- -—-1 Jordan. Even foe: Cti* : 





What are the main - 
problems you face in b£&'§£| 
Arabization? 

The - non- H|]j| 

standardization - is. pur M i pt 
m ain problem. There'are 
no Arabic standards in 
the Arab world. Espe- “T 
dally now, with tbe sus-... 
pension of the ASMO. Second* 
programs are not designed from: 
the ground up to include Arabic 
support. This means that Arabic 
support is added in the last stage. 
It’s just like mechanical patch¬ 
ing. Tbe third problem is that 

developers set tbe standards and 
users cannot understand them to 
follow. Most Arabic introduced 
before was developed by pro* 
gr amm ars who set the way the. 
user would deal with his com¬ 
puter. A good example of this 
can be found in Windows. Most 
Windows users don't know what 
is right to left, they think that 
right to left is the capability 
to write in Arabic. Actu¬ 
ally, you can have a whole 
document in .right to left. 

That is not clear, even in 
Windows documentation. 
Right to left, in itself, is a 
whole mode. You can right 
from left to right in Arabic. 

So there is no proper clari¬ 
fication to users on what 
Arabic actually is. So 
developers have mostly 


- _ romsDepartment . cart - 
tell, you how many rLs- 
have entered Jordan. - r • vj 
As a software pro- - 
ducer, I need to know ite . - 
user-base I am targeang* ■ f 
Even computer harfovare ^ 
companies in Jordan 
i refuse to give numbers * 

I probably out of fear of.- 

I taxation, international. ■ 

f hardware manufacturer Vj 

don't have this problem . - 

at afl simply .because, ; *• 

- most of them are public. * j 

shareholding companies and '. ; 


monthly support. - . rhev are interested in creating a 

Our staff wtRinciMse to^a reputat ion for themselves 

total of seven software Engineers the prices of that 


in the near future. 

How are your company and 
your products • affected by 

. *Wb^ are definitely ..affected 
because we cannot produce inex¬ 
pensive software because we 
have to add protection to them. 
We use Dongels for protection 
which means higher prices lead¬ 
ing to tower sales. It also affects 
our . degree of creativity itself 
because it affects the amount of 



governmental institutions. 

if we receive encouragement 
from the government apart from 
just logos, and if there is sincer¬ 
ity, then we can develop our 
people and software. We dont 
have raw materials, but we have 
the brains. ■ 


- vj yn louuvti ****** f— ■ * 

vide it through six appointed 
dealers in some countries and 
we also have our market in foe 
WestBanJc. 

There are new products tor 
Windows coming up, one of 
which that we will be shipping 


Could you tdl us about some 

of the tods and techniques you 
use in programing? • 

A technique we use is Object 
Oriented Programing, which is 
not just a tool, it is* whole pro¬ 
graming system. • 


mm 


VOICE MAIL COMPUTER SYSTEM: VMCS 

AUTO ATTENDANT 

Answer calls on the first ring, 7 days a week, 

24 hours a day, never put callers on hold 

VOICE MAIL BOXES 

Take message for unanswered or busy extension, 

user can retrieve message anytime anywhere 

VOICE INQUIRY SYSTEM 

Inquiry system provides customers the most 

up-to-date product information 

FAX ON DEMAND 

Automatically faxes quotations, company brochures 

INTERACTIVE VOICE RESPONSE: IVR 
DA TA BASE SUPPORT: 

* Provide direct access to data base through a telephone 

* Reads any selected information from data base 

HOST COMPUTER ACCESS: 

* Link with mainframe of any host computer with 
special protocols providing terminal emulation 

* Reads any selected information from host screen 
or sends it by fax 

USED IN: 

R AN KING IEDUCA TION / INSURANCE 
MEDICAL / GOVERNMENT / TRAVEL .... 




Wsmm 
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IPLOYIS & CUSTOMiR^KKl^ 
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Can you explain bow Object implemeo 

Oriented Programing works? laws in Jo 

Taking a look back at the his- tries tike 
toiy of programing, it started^ banning 
with languages like Assembly because c 
nnd machine language which are nians are 
tow level languages. Late r pro - industry 
grammers moved to Structured for foe. a 
Languages including Pascal, to pro tec 
FORTRAN, COBOL and others sincerity 
like LISP. Case Tools appeared will be be 
in the last decade, but these em coun 
created tbe problem that i$. simply 
although the programs are easy not im 

to create, they occupy very high, sincerity. 

memory and are slow to execute. 

Now, with C++, we have entered What 
the Object Oriented a rena. .It - • main gti 
offers a number of advantages - ware de 
including re-usability, which is Jordan? 
foe ability tb use the same rode Fbrem 


tual rights are protected, we. 
might be willing to invest more. 
The software developer will be 
aiming. at achieving miniranm 
expenses in. order, to incur the . 
feast losses as a result of piracy. 
So piracy also .results; in less 
creative software. - ■ 

Oneof.foe more serfouspoiirts 
re garding toc absence of proper, 
implementation of the copyright 
laws in Jordan is that other coun¬ 
tries tike the US will conrider 
banning Jordanian raodnets 
because of this piracy. If Jorda¬ 
nians arelooking at thesoftware 
industry as ah export industry 
for foe. country^ then they. have 
to protect it properly and with , 
sincerity internally.-Or else we 
will be boycottedoy some "West¬ 
ern countries.- The Government 
is- simply tapping this Jaw and 
not implementing it with 
sincerity., -v-Jr . . -. 


What 1 do you' fbinfc are foe. 
mam problehas facing the spft- 


Foremost, is foe - problem of 


andfoercasing the price, of foefe. - 

shares. Starting Apnl lsw, > 
however, the Customs Depart- . • 

ment is planning a categonz* . 
tion system for goods which 
could make things better. 

pffwt fee yrmr ftrtnrewiofeaf 
software devdopment in foe J' 
country?!- .. . " 1 

Software development is an 
industry.. Just like any other in 
this country, it benefits from foe.. •. 
lower-costs of operation in J®" j*. 

dan compared to industrial . 
co untri es. Like any otter 
creative indusoy, you bast- 
cally need stabitity more than « 
anything else in terms of -ri 
employees for example. It -.i 
would be difficult to move - y. 
developers from one country 
to apofoer or import program- ,-j 
mers. Our local program mere .,> 

know more about technology 
than other nationals which 
helps. Our universities and _• _ y; ’ 
educational institutions ate „. 

. ••. ;provtdmg us with better quail- 
fied people nowadays that, can * 
compete with foreign . 
developers. 

- COMSOFT developers, for --7 
instance, have passed tests by 1 
both AutoDesk and Unisys. Our. J 

. nrogrammere are being tested by ... i ; . 

. international companies and are . ; 
found to. be quite qualified. If * J 
foe market heads for Object :/$i 
Oriented Programing in the . 
coming years, it will becoiM ;/ 
more of an assembly market ; 
rather titan a production market. . 

At that point, whoever has more ■ 
objects; and develops them cmv^ 7 
standy, . will be in a strongy.;:*# 
position.. •' S' 

I think that Jordan doesn’t.; .. ^ 
have much of a chance m ths 7 Jr* 
■field of hardware, so the frame -'Fi 
is in software. Just compa re-fo e 

- sizes of investment in software ; ' ** 
ami. hardware and you'll notice ! , '!* 
that software demands less.-.JU 
inyestmenL -I suppose that JJ 
investment in software develop- 
ment, now, is as important as 
investment in phannaceuticals - 

- -was 20 years ago. So I would: ,! 
say that we have a good market . J] 
potential. ■ 7 
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Towards a software developers consortium 

Continued {from page 7‘. : _ -. 7 - V .J.---":' ’. - - 
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due to a lot of political effects, ‘. cm compete fiemim^ty ^ 
which we had nothing to do.: them. DeYelqpiifflftfoc foe Mac- 

1 ■ ~.l_ ! — -• Zmm. * Ta*VUVV 1 - • 1 C , JU^ |V 


with, we could not rrach '.the •_ 
level of success we wished^ to 
reach marketing-wise. There, is , 
still sensitivity izL .the region 
towards all Jordanian companies - 
and we are no exception. Some, 
countries refuse to transfer funds - 
to Jordan at alL This has made it' 
impossible to sell oar software to : 
some countries in the region. .• 


uitosh'. in - Joidah- is vef y 
advanced arid we, at. IdealSoft, 
have earncdipteacnational awards 

to prove that.'.: J. 7 ' “; •! J ;" 

ikwr - is your - .compsmy 
affected ,by .foe* absence of 
■ proper implementafomofTthe 
copyri^it has in jorfom? . . 

/.No ■ afifecr at aB^ ,' : We : . don't 


' - ' •. V . 

pared either. Regrettably, it's the ;4j 
user who.pays for tins becanse^ 
original software packages Will : f A 
be.expensive. ; ^ 

; How do yon see the fatnre of ^ 

Software - devdopment.: in 
Jkwdan?- 7 - 7 -- ... -•-• ■- 

l am not optimistic at all. The v 
-random 1 ihdividnal efforts . that 
characteme our market show _ 
that ,foere- will be nd future. I 


some countries in foe region.- No, attecr otmi i^ i^vnu oc no ramre. 1 

Although we can compete, weY-befceve' in foe =efi^veness jrf o should be a respecta- : - 7 - 

do n«St a ftrir chancel '.. - ^ vy ; 7 ;! •' 7 . ; / ble software:developer 7 .,% 

_ b _i v - ’ •.. "ij. mnsnitnim . . m Inman . 
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Icn isi tScfiipifligf ifeifai 

VOICE PROCESSING DEPT. ' 

Shmeisani, Tel. 679616/679626, Fax. (962-96069^^OjBd^< 


“copyiightlaws-inJoixian.If our: 

. software is copyable^ we; Won't 
rcleasc it, bur products hm^ at 


« 606900 P.03oit 


LOTUS 

SniartSuite 

FOR 

WIN DO IV.S 


ANALYSE IT 
LOTUS 1-2-3 


W WRITE U 
LOTUS AMI 
PRO 


Hie word class 
spreed sheet 


o’-vora 


PRESENT IT 
FREELANCE 
GRAPHICS 

Superb charting 
drawing and 
presentations 


^ORGANIZE IT 
LOTUS 
ORGANIZER 


o man ace '/'.ir 
irTi r* anj VjOrk 


SEND IT 

LOTUS 
CC: MAIL 

The world most 
popular LAN based 
electronic mail 


\uthori/id Dliilcr Kru 
Lotus Product.'! 


UVJ UyL KVA a. mM r.-.T.' ... • i y 

To sell more software -/-r-. :A. -MezA:- - -• / . ^ - - coasorfoun in Jordan, 

md survive we might. S.-S - only for one sofftwe y- 

have to register our com- : -'dgyelopers, not for arose ; ^r.- 

pany ontsiefc the country,. m- ■" ^h° make softwMe.fof 

5 dfoout having to move ': '.' . ^ - ®'-10 to sell with.them 

staff or beadquartexs. It's ; .‘ "i. 

strictly a business decL- 1 V. 7'-7 > — ! v:' • ■." *• : dmaiio!V. ami. coopera,-; • ^ 

aon. I have good software and I -cooviight iaws^in Jcaxton. If our tkny We cool d draw • a ,-better ■ ^ 
need to market ft. " l ^ftware is copyable; we- wouVfofore for foe software develop- . / . 7 ; 

However, alfoourii ' Al- ^wtrincts tevei at mmt sector lmfoe country 
Muhasib Al-Mithali ™ . as an leaSC . doubleprotections^ We .-is a developihg maik^ with toC -: 
Arabic accounting package,.(fid have neywiicca\xd^n^orts of potent M. la : membershq) --fM 
not do well enou^i for tte afore- incidents - Where our'-’packages : ccnW be determined by a com.- r ;’5> 
mentioned reasons, no one -else 'a- nrittee: We: could: then ■ set '■ the-: 

in tbe Arab world did well either.- L Tfe. r amyjight -iawris just ;a laws we want-and. see that they ^' . 7 ^ 
wifo foeir'accounting packages .-. 1 it . s are implemented. But sudtt an - 

• ... - sp-^ as y All yburhaveTodo'^s ideahas failed to come fo life '- 7 ^ 

How do yon feel about Mac- '.Vwalklnto'an office, opm up tte Jordan because, far some iwisqh; :$f. 
fritiKh software devd-. ^^patcK- aiKl ^cCHmt foe soft software developers don't bust 
opment in Jordan - iapplicatibhs m use, -and one ano ther and- are afraid. to; 77 V 
compared to ofoer : tten adc for a r^istration card c»operate. This Is too bad stoceV ;:^; 
countries? . • 7 S for each'cOw, Our pbSce depart- the intematiohaL software mariret*: ' ^ 


Jordan Computer Center 

StirTiCiSOrt'- 6756IS. 679^25. 

Fax. i9£2-^) S05SCO P.O Sok C'iO'jj 


opment joraan -ippHcations in use, -and oae anofo^ and are afraid to; 
compared to ofotr t 3 ten «dC: for a r^istiation card coopexate- This Is too bad sinceV ;:^; 
countries? . • ^ fbreWfocMy,Ourp<^cedepart- . tte mre ovationalsoftwarematk^r ; 9 ^; 

, Akteugh some.otter ; .-is just like a battle field 

countries haveaseven ^ lB=a Maaff cap<foTerof haiH m Jordan, .sbottid unite r oter- 
year lead over nvthey dlragfois eaaly. Stffl^foffe is no efipns tbgetour fair share 
definitely don't. teve ' We definltely have foe resources 

foe best software.. We“ am&rtte jufo^ .systeniis pre- ferit let's cofodinate. ■ 
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Hatem Zeine of Zeta: 

'Jordan is the best place 
for software development 
in the Arab world 1 


Zeine Technological Applica¬ 
tions (Zeta) is a leading Jorda 
^Ean software development 
company. In mid-1989 it 
started to develop software 
applications and software 
technology (methods and tech¬ 
nologies to sell to other compa¬ 
nies to use in their own 
software). 

The Star met with Mr 
Hatem Zeine, the gen¬ 
eral manager of Zeta. 

What' are the soft¬ 
ware packages Zeta 
has developed and sold 
in local and interna¬ 
tional markets? 

Zeta developed two 
packages which are 
being sold on the US 
market.. These were 
Macintosh and Windows 
packages, one of which 
was a game. 

We have recently pub¬ 
lished a shareware com¬ 
pression utility available 
in Europe and the USA 
for the IBM PC and 
Macintosh. 

Tell ns about Zeta's staff. 

Zeta's staff is comprised of 
three groups of programmers 
working on UNIX, Windows 
and Macintosh. 

What is it like to develop for 
two different development 
platforms like the Macintosh 
operating system and 
Microsoft Windows? 

‘ Both Windows and the Macin¬ 
tosh are unifying .id develop¬ 
ment using tools from both 
Apple and Microsoft by which 
you write the program for one 
platform, and move it painlessly 
to the other. 

What does the process of 
localization involve? 

Localization requires that the r 
program' 'isP 3j(p3bl£ T, (Sf J HvnSjAg’' 
Arabic. This^tlteft&'itoH IoSv- J < 
est level of idealization. . . 


Orientation to work from right 
to left (RTL) is the next level of 
localization. The final and most 
complicated level which very 
few developers actually get to 
do. is producing die product 
completely in Arabic, which 
involves translations of help 


to C language, you feel as if one 
hand is tied b ehin d your back. 

On the Macintosh, we use 
MFW (Macintosh Programming 
Workshop) which is more like 
UNIX. UNIX in itself is the best 
development environment 



files and package documentation How are you affected by the 
and manuals. lack of proper implementation 

of copyright laws in Jordan? 

What development tools do Law without enforcement is 
yon use? worthless. There is zero enforce- 

We use UNIX standard C ment of the copyright law in Jor- 
compiler. In developing for dan, which forces you to carry 

'One day , good Arabic software will make 
good money ; which will be re-invested in pro¬ 
ducing more good software. This is what hap¬ 
pened in the US and Europe .' 


Windows, we use the Microsoft 
Software Development Kit 
(SDK). We’re planning to move 
onto using WatCom C compiler. 
Although the C language has its 
problems in development, it 
■gives more control than others 


your case to the courts yourself. 

What, in your opinion, is the 
major problem facing software 
developers hi Jordan? 

Mainly communication. Soft¬ 
ware developers need more, than 


^because. C. afl^s^ou machine aa&h -jefepfadnet- - - 

« 65 >stem : leYcX-~- ~..$owesi4evd).. -Wemeed access to internet, die ■ 
• interrupts' biggest international computer 

When using Pascal compared 


network based in the USA. One 
of the reasons we dont have 
Internet is that our telephone 
system is ancient Other coun¬ 
tries in the region, including 
Saudi Arabia and the West 
Bank, have access to Internet. 
Just imagine that user groups in 
some countries, who don’t need 
Internet as much as us develop¬ 
ers, actually have access to it 
Most development in Jordan is 
tied to the United States since 
we work on US software pack¬ 
ages and we need a support and 
marketing link to the US. 

Internet is this link since it 
allows you to transfer 1Mbit per 
second of code, data and pro¬ 
grams. This is important for 
direct delivery of software on 
the same day to the United 
States instead of having to 
worry about mailing the disks! 
When you're on Internet, you 
can develop (ike anyone in the 
United States. 

What is your outlook for (he 
future of software develop¬ 
ment in Jordan in light of the 
recent copyright laws? 

When people find that they 
can get quality applications, 
they'll be willing to pay for 
diem. Piracy is a major problem 
which causes less development, 
it's just like a vicious circle, 

One day, good Arabic soft¬ 
ware will make good money, 
which will be re-invested in pro¬ 
ducing more good software. 
This is what happened in the US 
and Europe. 

Real copyright law enforce¬ 
ment will also attract invest¬ 
ments in software development 
to Jordan which is actually the 
best place for software develop¬ 
ment in the region, being the 
trading middle-ground for the 
Arab world. There's nothing to 
. Stop Jordan from achieving this : 
jj^tion^You could say "that I‘‘ 
have an^optimistic view of the 
future. ■ 


Autographies is a specialized 
development company work¬ 
ing in the field of archiving 
aim document imaging sys¬ 
tems. They are the producers 
(vendors) for Antonies archiv¬ 
ing systems in Jordan and are 
also the dealers for Informix 
and Erdas Image Processing 
Systems. They have recently 
completed the development of 
their first off-the-shelf soft' 
ware package to be marketed 
all over the Arab world. Auto¬ 
graphies MagicFile. Mr 
Mohamed Abu Ziad of Auto¬ 
graphies talked to The Star 
about his company. 

Tell ns about the history of 
your company. 

Autographies was established 
in 1986. From the beginning, our 
company was interested in spe¬ 
cialization in development. The 
company started supporting engi¬ 
neering applications and com¬ 
mercial systems. Also, we chose 
to go into the fields of archiving 
and Document Imaging Systems 
(DIS) involving optical disks and 
managed to release our first 
product, the Archiving System, 
in 1989. Developing had started 
since the company was 
established. 

In 1988, we started working on 
imaging. We have carefully eval¬ 
uated the available alternatives, 
we arrived at an imaging applica¬ 
tion that provides high levels of 
efficiency and economy and 
ensures the optical performance 
of the entire corporate system. 
Now we have our first off-the- 
shelf product, which is Auto¬ 
graphies MagicFile. 

Where are your available 
products ? 

Our Autographies Autonics 
package is being marketed 
throughout the Arab world by 
nine dealers. It can incorporate 
languages other than Arabic 
including Farsi and Greek. 
There is, of course, follow up on 
marketing the system in Greece, 
Cyprus, Iran and Turkey. 

Throughout the Arab world, 
we have several cheats imple¬ 
menting image and document 
management under local area 
networks. 

Document imaging systems is 
a solution which involves a 
variety of hardware require¬ 
ments, what are they? 

To use document imaging sys¬ 
tems you need a host (server), or 
PC workstation, and you need a 
scanner as an input device and a 
monitor; and. a printer as^an-out-: : 
put device. Storage is the impor¬ 
tant thing is archiring systems. 
We use optica] disk technology 
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AutoGraphics: 'We Arabised our application 
under Windows since 1990' 

Specialization is the 
way forward 


for storage. We've got 5.25 inch 
disks capable of storing at least 1 
gigabyte, which is around 
30.000 documents (A4 size) and 
12 inch disks capable of storing 
S.6 gigabytes, which is around 
150,000 documents. We have a 
high investment in hardware 
because it is central to the solu¬ 
tion we offer and absolutely nec¬ 
essary for development. 

Tell ns about your com¬ 
pany's staff. 

Usually, we have no less than 
12 technical persons all of whom 
take part in the development at 
different stages. 

Why did yon chose to 
develop an archiving system? 

There are several reasons, one 
is that it is difficult. Many devel¬ 
opers, who assume it to be sim¬ 
ple, discover with experience 
how difficult it actually is. We 
have managed to gain a lot of 
experience and pro¬ 
vide unique solutions 
of international indus¬ 
try standards. Of 
course, you have to 
choose a field which 
has a growing market. 

In the US and Europe 
this field is growing 
rapidly. 

What develop¬ 
ment tools do you 
use and what operat¬ 
ing systems do you 
develop for? 

We use Microsoft C++ and the 
Windows Software Develop¬ 
ment Kit (SDK) and other devel¬ 
opment kits. We chose C lan¬ 
guage because it offers the 
power and capability we require 
for dealing with hardware and 
software. 

Because we develop within the 
concept of open systems, our 
solution does not have to be 
under Windows. It includes tools 
that enable it to be ported easily 
over to any other operating sys¬ 
tem and a variety of hardware. 
We are also deeply involved in 
xbe^ development and program¬ 
ming of interface drivers. We 
configure interfaces with drivers 
which involves a lot of 


programming. 

Here, development depends on 
a number of things: Your knowl¬ 
edge of operating systems, 
choosing cenain environments to 
proride solutions for and 
depending on a cenain database 
and also we do not forget the 
impact of understanding the 
imaging concept. 

We have chosen DOS, Win¬ 
dows and UNIX. In fact, we 
Arabized our application, the 
archiving system, under Win¬ 
dows 3.0 in 1990. That is before 
Microsoft released its Arabic 
Windows. It was in use in a 
number of sites in the Arab 
world, such as Saudi Arabia and 
Oman where we provided our 
application, fully bi-lingua] with 
Arabic menus and data entry, 
under Microsoft Windows. 

The path we took in our devel¬ 
opment has enabled us to reach a 
point where we have an indepen¬ 
dent system. Independent in the 



sense that it can be made to run 
on different hardware platforms 
and with different software. 

How is your company 
affected by the absence of 
proper implementation of the 
copyrights law, and how do 
you protect your software 
against illegal copying? 

We are probably less affected 
by this than others. First, we pro- 
tea our software by a very good 
type of Dongels which is sup¬ 
posed to be very difficult to de- 
protect 

Second, the type of applica¬ 
tions we develop-have a certain- 
type of users. Our clients would 
prefer to buy this application 
from us. In archiving systems, it 


is almost absolutely necessary 
that you use optical disks 
because you just don't have 
enough disk space. The user will 
have to come to us for operation 
support. Pan of our solution 
depends on document scanning 
and distribution, file retrieval 
and annotation, case file assem¬ 
bly and optical management 
which make it necessary for the 
user to demand good technical 
support and upgrades. 

What is the main problem 
facing software development 
in Jordan? 

Software development 

requires long-term investment 
and patience. You have to find a 
way to survive during develop¬ 
ment and until your product 
reaches the market. This is 
where financial support is neces¬ 
sary. Here in Jordan, we have 
the ability to obtain all sorts of 
software and hardware, but we 
need more investments and sup¬ 
port from governmental depart¬ 
ments by offering projects based 
on developments' 

What is your outlook for the 
future or software develop¬ 
ment in Jordan? 

Compared to the rest of the 
region, software development in 
Jordan is very advanced. Our 
company is in competition with 
international firms as far as Doc¬ 
ument Imaging Systems are con¬ 
cerned. The future looks good in 
our field. If it were not for the 
Gulf Crisis, the markets of the 
Gulf states would have opened 
up to us. Still we have done well. 

It looks like the software 
development in Jordan is headed 
towards more specialization, 
with every company specializing 
in development in a certain com¬ 
puter field. This will encourage 
companies to continue develop¬ 
ment and limit the possibility of 
negative competition from other 
companies working in the coun¬ 
try. This is the right way forward 
and we’re optimistic that there is 
definite-potential- and marketing 
advantages for Jordan to provide 
specific software products in the 
future. ■ 
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Dinnerparty 
at the 
InterCon. 

• Mr Sbawqi Ayoub, Gen¬ 
eral Manager of InterConti- . 

nental Jordan, and bis wife 
held a dinner party in honor 
of the diplomatic corps and 
Government ministers in Jor¬ 
dan, at the Grand BaD Room. 

This party has been held in 
* appreciation for everyone 
supporting the 
InterContinental. . 


Adrenalized or hypnotized: 

The myth of rock 


Concert review by Ahmad 
Humeid and Haitham 
Ibrahim. 

Bands: X. Abator, Prime Cut, 
Euphoric Rose 

Venue: Skating Palace, 

Amman 

Date: 3 September 

THE USUAL quietness of 
Amman’s Friday evenings was 
broken by the screaming of elec¬ 
tric guitars and the wild shouts 
and dancing of teenage Heavy 
Metal "freaks." About 400 peo¬ 
ple were indulging in a crazy 
process of energy release—wild 
dancing, head-banging, people 
tunning across the hall and col¬ 
liding, guys taking off their 
Heavy Metal T-shirts and wav¬ 
ing them in the air all contrib¬ 
uted to making the concert hall 
like a human chain reactor. All 
of this was a rare sight, consid¬ 
ering Amman's usually low- 
charged. "well-behaved- 

audience. 

Not expecting to sell more 
than 150 tickets, the four partici¬ 
pating bands were overwhelmed 
by the turnout and the audience's 
explosive response. But a medi¬ 
ocre sound system, amateur 
playing, and cheap imitations of 
Heaw Metal vocalists resulted 
in music that couldn't have deto¬ 
nated the crowd. So. was the 
concert a genuine release of 
teenage anger tone of the con¬ 
cepts Heavy Metal music relies 
on), or was"it simply a bunch of 
private school kids imitating the 
rock videos they watch at home? 
No one is quite sure. 

Others, who seemed to be 
there for the music, were less 
enthusiastic and felt that they 
paid JD 4 for the soft drink 
(included with every ticket). 
Some of them showed their dis¬ 
satisfaction by leaving halfway 
through the concert. Another 
general disappointment was the 
lack of original songs played— 
most of the songs were covers 
of other Western bands, except 
for Prime Cut. who played their 
own compositions. 

The concert kicked off with 
Euphoric Rose, doing covers of 
Nirvana. Four Nun Blonds and 
Spin Doctors. Starting with Nir¬ 
vana's Smells Like Teen Spirit, 
the male lead vocalist, whose 
veins nearly popped out of his 
head while'attempting to move 
the crowd, went olf-tune, his 
voice resembeling a rolling 
thunder, rather than singing. 
Even the drummer. Wisam, lost 
his stick while try ing to put in a 
macho solo, during which the 



'Unleash the animal in you," Ammar Al Umari — X 


audience nearly fell asleep. 

Perhaps the only shining 
"rose" among those musical 
thorns was lead female vocalist 
Lara Ayoub, who can be voted 
as best singer in the concert Her 
excellent vocal abilities and 
expressive voice showed when 
she performed Four Nun Blonds' 
What's Going On. With the 
exception of the guitar playing 
of 13 year old Seema, the guys' 
numerous glitches, faulty tempo 
changes and off-beat drumming 
weren’t on a par with Lara's 
vocals. 

Cutting in next were Prime 
Cut who were introduced as the 
band "that play their own stuff." 
Prime Cut have to be com¬ 
mended for writing their own 
songs, which have Gothic chord 
progressions with a Heavy 
Metal edge, and expressive lyr¬ 
ics. However, the monotonous 
similarity of their songs diluted 
the originality of the tunes. 

The roars" and crazy head- 
banging of Mazen Sawaqed. 
lead vocalist of Abator, and the 
skillful guitar playing of Ayham 
I drees opened the third act of 
the evening. Doing Thrash 
songs. Abator's Ayham put a lot 
of depth into his chords and 
riffs, putting him in the ranks of 
the more talented in the concert 
Mazen. who apparently got car¬ 
ried away in the heat shouted ar 
one point "I was bom to rock 
and roll. I sold my soul for 
heavy metal." Maybe he did sell 
himself to rock'n roll, but his 
voice did not seem to sell any 


kind of music other than Thrash, 
which he is probably good at 
Hard core fans of Thrash 
enjoyed the playing, although as 
an act it was quite forgettable. 

Even during the 15 minute 
break, the audience stayed 
charged. The Skating Palace’s 
loudspeakers started pumping 
out disco mutessylha audj^re ~-- 

switched io..^W^ode^^. 

and a lot or MrchaeT Jackson- down 
style dancing . talent was 
uncovered. 

The audience roared when the 
main attraction of the evening, 

X, took to the stage. Ammar 
Omari, X's vocalist, started 
shouting into the microphone. 

With long hair covering his 
face, Ammar started pointing his 
finger at numerous members of 
the audience while shouting Tm 
gonna rock you, and you,, and 
you". 

Am mar’s performance as an 
audience controller was not at 
all matched by his singing. 

While X's other members were 
playing acceptable versions of 
songs bv Iron Maiden, Cinde¬ 
rella. WASP, . Melallica ..and 
Scorpions, Am mar's out-of¬ 
breath and out-of-tune singing 
was a real let down. 

X's performance as a whole 
was rather acceptable. They 
managed to make the audience 
sit quietly on the floor for the 
slow songs, then with the help 
of Ammar's "unleash the animal 
in you" shouts, they made the 
concert boil with energy as they 
played their speedier tunes. 


Abddqader Al Husseim, 
Samir Z^Man, A mm a r Al 
Omari, Mohammad Abo Uth- 
man and Zuhair Al DnMan 
showed good control over the 
music. Yet,' the sound system 
curse flawed them, robbing X's 
performance of much of its 




Natheer Ismael: 

In search of a new style 

By Vesna Masharqa 

Special to The Star : 

■ php FYWTBmON of the Syrian artist Natheer.Ismael, which will 

«t Birin. Alt CWtatf, taqg£. 
fresh expressionist outlook on Arabian houses and theirmterrela- 
tion with the human and natural environment. '■ - -• 

“CgTL architecture of the houses was Iri ygjg fe 
recorded, which wasn't the artist's intention anyway.the simplicity 
and two-dimensional presentation, strongly convey the po^r.aro 

The presence of people is sensed through 
building^fecades. Special dynaOT^ were wiabBshwi, 
between the houses and their environment, hinting.flie radirectiilH^- 
ane between the people and their natural surrounding.; A«besqjifi 
JfenSteTSsedractmtribute to the solidly ^dtxom^uon^^addt 
another local flavor to the lyrical ambience of his paintings- • ^ 

The perspective-illusion is created by ^ 
of colors? whichrail together capture yet another aspect of tbe^iuL 

positions seem to be un imagin ative ahjmoDe 
oto^Syrepeated, andihe theme itself could be more elaborated 
dramatkallyf^frdisplay successfully commimicates and triggers 

— ■* ... >. • "■ - 

! .h:w 


^i^ t lhey*re not real axclting pets—mostly they 
j just tie around and walt'to be fed—although, a 
;j couple of years ago Charles tried teachin 
- \-Mm to take a cookie from his mouth." 


!re was - 

_sis' some people 

belly dancing to Arabic singer 
Ragheb Alamehs Mughnun Ya 
Led (Fond, of the Night). 

. Overall the concert gave the 
impression of it being hastily 
organized, and some of the 
bands were formed recently and 
never-played live before. "There 
has to be a first time for every¬ 
thing," said Euphoric Rose’s 
Lart Ayoub commenting on 
this. 

All the bands were very enthu¬ 
siastic .about, the event and 
expressed their willingness to 
continue their ventures. "I can 
see myself doing the same thing 
five years from now," said 
Ammar'Al Omari..- • 

Hoping that this kind of music 
will eventually become more 
popular in Jordan, some band 
members feared censorship, 
especially that a lot of Heavy 
Metal songs are actually banned 
-'on Radio Jordan^ as they touch 
on- .taboo subjects like sex and 
■retigion. • - .Moreover, Heavy 
Metal music still has tittle 
appeal and a small audience. H 



■ 
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EXHIBITIONS 

• On= Manday,/2(> Sr^tember,. 
theDft' cn <* AdtiiraJ-Centt:r 
presents an- extaTritrotKentitted - 
Old Baghdad: photoenrohs and 


paintrogsvby Iraqi ^rtfetNadlm. 
Exhibition continues; until 3 
October. 1 


Ronald Horton: 

Introducing new repertoires in Jordan 


By Mary Denis 
Special to the Star 

CONDUCTOR RONALD Hor¬ 
ton's role is not only to widen 
the musical experience of the 
National Music Conservator)' 
Orchestra and the Armed Forces 
Orchestra, but plans to ‘‘intro¬ 
duce to them the repertoires they 
never played before. American 
contemporary music, for exam¬ 
ple, will be a main feature dur¬ 
ing the forthcoming concert, 
which will be on Saturday. 25 
September, at S:00 pm at the 
RCC. 

Performed under the guidance 
of Horton's stick, founder and 
conductor of the newly- 
cstablished Utah Sinfonietta. the 
show is jointly presented by the 
National Music Conservatory 
and the American Cultural 
Center. 

Along with American classics 
like Gershwin's ‘American in 
pans', ‘Beaut)’ and the Beast’ 
by Menken, the NMC Orchestra 
will also perform Bach's ‘Bran¬ 
denburg Concerto’ No 3, Saint- 
Saens’ ‘Carnival of the .Ani¬ 
mals - , Mendelssohn’s ‘String 


Symphony’ No 5. to name but a 
few. 

Horton, holder of an MA in 
Music from the University of 
Utah, is visiting Jordan as part 
of the Arts America Program, 
organized by the USIS. An 
accomplished violinist and an 
experienced administrator. Hor¬ 
ton held the position of music 
director of several orchestras in 
and outside the USA. He is here 
on a 6-week mission to give a 
workshop and a training course 
to the NMC and Armed Forces 
orchestras. 

During a twice-weekly work¬ 
shop at the NMC, Horton will 
discuss issues dealing with con¬ 
ducting and its techniques. hat 
Horton mainly hopes to achieve, 
is helping the local orchestras to 
learn what "our musicians leant 
in die US," he says. 

Horton thinks the approach 
adopted by the NMC towards 
training young musicians to play 
side by side with professional 
musicians, is the correct 
approach. He also observes that 
"the Conservator)' Orchestra is a 
mixture of music students and 
highly skilled professional musi¬ 
cians." and the Orchestra has 


great potential, in his view. 

Amazed at discovering many 
"musicians from various Arab 
countries" among the members 
of the orchestra, Horton is con¬ 
vinced that the multi-national 
composition of the orchestra is 
only to its won advantage. 

The NMC Orchestra and the 
Armed Forces Orchestra will 
join musical forces together in a 
combined concert on 20 Sep¬ 
tember at the American 
embassy. Although the AF 
Orchestra has rot had much per¬ 
forming experience until now, 
and therefore have not made 
much progress in their musical 
performing endeavor, the exper¬ 
iment. according to Horton, is 
"worthwhile." 

"As I see the musical environ¬ 
ment in Jordan, there is much to 
be gained by the two organiza¬ 
tions. It is in the interest of both 
orchestras to cooperate," says 
Horton. 

As part of a short .training pro¬ 
gram conducting the Armed 
Forces Orchestra, Horton has 
introduced the musicians to the 
basic orchestral repertoire in a 
complete form. "Playing frag¬ 
mented musical pieces from var¬ 


ious symphonies, concertos and 
suites "is not good enough. The 
orchestra must be able to pro¬ 
duce a complete musical work," 
he insists. 

This approach.is being applied 
in practice by Horton, and the 
effort will be put to the test on 
the nigh* of the performance. 
Giving special credit to_ two 
capable and "promising' violin¬ 
ists in the Armed Forces Orches¬ 
tra, Horton is positive that "the 
Army Orchestra is going to sur¬ 
prise a lot of people in Amman 
on ' the - night of the 
performance." 

Among the -musical works 
played on 20 September, the 
orchestras will jointly perform 

- ’Sable Dance' by Aram Khacb- 
dturyan frbm the ballet 'Gay¬ 
ane', 'Suite! from ’Carmen" by 

- Biset, arid ’Finlandia" by 
Sibelius. 

Haying ‘ recently expanded 
their repertoire and continue to 
gain considerable technical com¬ 
petence, die NMC Orchestra has 
earned sufficient respect from 
professionals, and the public and 
has become a regular spot on the 
Amman musical scene. ■ 


ARIES (21 March-19 April): A 
great time for a voyage, in person 
or in fantasy. If you can’t get 
away, at least watch a good ad¬ 
venture movie. 

TAURUS (20 AFRIL-20 MAY): 
Romance should work best the 
first of the week. After that, you • 
may get too busy. 

GEMINI (21. May-21 June): 
Don't lei a fascinating conversa¬ 
tion cause you . to forget a commit¬ 
ment. Take copious notes. 

CANCER (22 Jrme-22 July): 
Memorize material even if you 
have to postpone something else. 
Don't be distracted by unproven 
theory. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): A ' 
workout will be healthy, but don't 
spend too much on equipment or 
fees. Do some reading. 

VIRGO (23 August-22 Septem¬ 
ber): Acknowledge a roommate 
for excellent, if unwanted advice. 

Get lots done before Wednesday. 
LIBRA (23 September-23 Octo¬ 
ber): Go -through your lists arid . 
finish as much as possible. A 
paper may go well, bur check your 
sources. 

SCORPIO (24 October-21 .No- 
¥ ember): A meeting coilldprovide • 
information you're seeking, so atr .' 
tend as many as possible. Don't 
gamble then, (hough. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November- 
21 December): You're sharp, es¬ 
pecially in. debate with a person y 
who's .a stickler, for details. Make 
suer you've done your work. 
CAPRICORN (22 December-19 
January): Gatfier information, but 
don't decide yet' A longdistance 
phone rail could help untangle a 
bureaucratic mess.. -. •: f - 
AQUARIUS (2ft jMiiteryl? 
February): Yoii may-soon find.a. 
way out from, under .a Chanaai ' 
burden. Get you. affairs in order, so - 
’■you can grab an opportunity.-. 
PISCES (19 February# 
March): Your test could come this 
week. If so, use your wiv. phis 

mcntrorrrtrt 



• The British coundl presepts', 
in exhibitionofcbfldienspaitit- 
ings inspired:- by tire Wprk-of 
B ritish' landscapevand ma ri ne 
pahue^ XarOer, Saturday, 18 
September, tinti!.- Tuesday, 21 • 
September. 

i H. Rfcitfs exhibition will 
ujntiBue. to be. dffisphQred at the 
-Balka'a Art-.Galkay . tn Fuheis 
until# Sejaember. : > 

: • Balarhte' Ait_GalTety is host-: 

, mg ant exhibition of paintings by 
Syrian artist■- Fatih. Al : Madras 
on 25 September. Another exhi- 
; bhion, hy Tragi' artist ~Nori Al 
Rawi, is currently running at 


."• • Alia Art Gallery is currently 
hosting an exhibition by SaJam 
; Kari'an and Amor Oweinls, 
^running until 20 September. 

.-FILMS 

• Citizen. Cane will bo : fea¬ 
tured at the American Center on 
Thursday, 16 September, at 6:00 
pin, A repeat of the film will be 

‘ on Sunday, 19 September, ait the 
same time. 

■% . • • • 

•- The Go-Between will" be 
screened at the British Cboncp) 
Wednesday, 15 September,-ar 
7:00 pro. 

LECTURE 

• The Concept of A Modem 

Jordan National Museum will 
"be-thfi subject of a lectuforoy 'Dr 
Taleb Rifai, Mond3& 20 
September. . . 

• 1893, The First Edition 
of European Art is the title of„a 
lecture by Nelly Lama, at the 
Goethe Institute, Wednesday, 
.22 September/ 
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Salam! Shalom! Paix! 

# L'impertsable cst devout riaGti. Yasser Arafat el Yitzhak Rabin main dans la main sous le re¬ 
gard da president des Etats-Ums. Une image historique. Le symbols de deux peoples decides i 
constnare ensemble lapaixaprh un siicle de koine. "Assez de sang et de pleurs! Vheure de la 
paix est arrivie /" a standi le Premier ministre ismelien devout la Maison blanche. L'Etat 
disrail et VOLP vuudent d'apposer leur signature cSte & cdte sur un texts riafisanl Vautonomie 
des Tenitoires occupis. 

La signature de cet accord privayant Vautonomie rapide de la Bande de Gaza et de Jiricho, 
puis du resie des Tenitoires, avail Hi prictdie par la reconnaissance mutueRe d'Jsrael et de 
VOLP. On pas inorme franchi sur le chemin de la paix. Le leader Palestinian I'a pourtant rappe¬ 
ls- Nous aurora besoin d'encore plus de courage et de determination pour itablir la coexistence 
et la paix entre nous". La parUe n'est pas gagnie. Mas, ce hmdi 13 septembre, le mat "paix" itcdt 
sur Unties les I&vres , prononce dans Unde la longues. Une premUre victoire. 




Interview 


I 




Palestiniens 


condamnes 






A la veille de son retour en France, Denis Bauchard, Ambassadeur de France, accorde an Jourdain une interview 
exclusive. Les soubresauts d'une region d£cod£s par un expert de la diplomatic frangaise. 


'• * ■*’*{ 


t Denis Bauchard qnitte son 
r poste d'ambassadeur de 
S France en Jordanie k la 
5 fin de la semaine. Haiti 
l rappel* k Paris pour oc- 
£ cuper les fonctions presti- 
5 gieuscs de Directeur pour 
g M zone AfHqne dn Nord, 
s Moyen-Orlent an mln- 
£ btfere des Affaires 
5 ftrangferes. Le nonyel am- 
bassadeur sera nominl en 
h consefl des ministres dame 
| les semaines qui viennent. 
S En attendant, St*phane 
J Romatet, charge 

u d'affaires, devient le nu- 
| mini on de I'Ambassade 
r. de France. 

\ LE JOURDAIN: Quel a £te le 


et paimi les 
vidimes. La 
position du 
Roi a 6 t£ 
souvent mal 
perfue en- 
Occident et 
mon rflle a 
fit* de la 
fairs com- 
prcndrc aux 
autoritfis 
frangaises. 
Cela a con-: 
tiibu* ft 
maintenir, 
pendant 
tome cette. 
p 6 riodc, des 
relations tifis 
*troites entre. 
leroi Husse¬ 
in et le pres¬ 
ident Miner- 








I 1 
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\ mi if t^c 


■i.. _ quatre annees passees enqjor-i 

. 1 danic?’-.- . 

Denis Bauchard: D y a eu 
„ phisieurs moments forts. Tout 

• ki" '■ d’abord, les *lections legislatives 
' ‘ ‘ de novembre 1989. Comme le 

1 voulait le Roi, elles ont apport* 

de la democratic en Jordanie. Je 
me souviens de 1 ’ambiance tits 
particulitre de la campagne 
r r ( electorate et de rinterfit de 
r _ ’ I'opinion pour cette campagne. 

1 *' Ces elections ont tout a fait 
v libres et ont conduit ft un parte- 
'f .' ment qui a su dialoguer avec le 

" v " gouvemement. 

Le deuxi&me temps fort, plus 
difficile pour moi, a fitfi la crise 
,,,,n ^du Golfe dans laquelle la Jorda- 
•' ' nje se trouvait au premier rang 
• ;.Tf. * 


fa^ nvi^umJlmmaDmmodB auchard. Ambassadeur de Fnmce, la : Jordanie itairdevenue 

rn^or-mvtti^ds^snamammmmmmcondepatrie. . _. 

rupture. Au = ~' r ;.• ‘ "V : - 

y a eu kndemaip . * • Souverain I'a bicn marqu 6 , nous D.B.: Trfes firanchement, oni. 

is. Tout mfitne de la Guerre du Golfe, le - devons tons appuyer le proces- Nous savions qull y avait des 
islatives president Mitterrand a tout de sus 'en cours. Pour sa part, la contacts secrets entre rOLP et 


suite appel* Iq.roi Hussein pour 
1’mviter ft vttrir * X P&risl La 
preuve que, malgr 6 les circon- 
stances, les relations amicales et 
confiantes entre nos deux pays 
avaient pu Stre raaintenues. 

Le troisi&me temps fort a €t€ 


le processus de paix et, tour rts- ... concrfetement 


France essaie taut sur le plan bi¬ 
lateral, qu'au sein de la Commu- 
nautd europ 6 enne, d'appotter 
son appiri et son mde. Ainsi, 
nous avons demand^ une reun¬ 
ion spdciale du Comitfi Moyen- 
Orient -qui devra examiner 


cemment, ce premier accord qui 
est intervenu entre Israel et 
I'OLP. Je crois que Ton arrive & 
un to urn ant dans la crise du 
Moyen-Orient L'oppominit£ qui 
s'offre de faire la paix ne doit 
pas Stre raanqnSe. Comme le 


. concretement quels genres 
d'appuis la CommunautS pourra 
apporter k la future entit£ pales- 
tinierme poor rSussirla paix. 

LJ-: Est-ce qne cet accwd 
entre I'OLP et IsraH a 4t£ une 
surprise pour vous? 


DJB.: Trfes firanchement, oni. 
Nous savions qull y avait des 
contacts secrets entre I'OLP et 
Israel, mais nous ne pensions 
pas que lan 6 godation &ait aussi 
avanc 6 e. Quelques jours avant 
que 1 'accord ne soit rendu pub¬ 
lic, un membre du comitd exficu- 
tif de I'OLP a informfi le mini¬ 
stre fran^ais des Affaires 
dtrangferes, en mSme temps, 
d'ailieurs, que les antoritds jor- 
danienoes. 

LJ.:. Comment #vahiez-votis 
les chances de snccbs de cet ac¬ 
cord? 

DJL: Un bon accord ne pent 


Rtrequ'uncompromijetiracoin- 
proihu nc ;peut quo wscUer des 
critiques. Cut done bon ’signs 
‘ I’Uettcridqud de part ettfautre, 
k voii dam cd accord pluileun 
-dldments extrtmement positUh. 
Le premier, e'est qull est sign* 
avec I'OLP. Enfin r le gouvemo- 
meat isratiien a compris que 
pour parvenir ft une paix dans la 
rfgion, il toot reconnaltre I'OLP 
comme le repedsentant kgitime 
du peuple palnstinien. Cert une 
position que nous avons tou- 
jours soutenue. Lora du voyage 
de monsieur Raimi en Fhmce, 
nous lui avons rappek que son 
interiocuteur Aait son adver- 
saire, e'est ft dire I'OLP. 

La deuxiftme chose, e'est que 
cet accord pnfcvoit la mise en 
reuvre de la resolution 242 sur 
l’ensemble des Tenitoires occu- 
p&, k l'exception de Jdrusalem 
qui /era 1 'objet de discussions ul- 
tfrietfrsisi’ Le troisiime pbirit po- 
sitif, e'est que des dlethons g 6 o- 
firalcs soht claircment prfivues 
dans neuf mois. Done, les nou- 
vellcs antoiiks palestimennes, 
fortes de leur kgitimitf popn- 
laire, seront k mftme de pour- 
suivre de fapon efpcace la n 6 go- 
dation avec IsrafiC 

Bien stir, il subsiste des ambi¬ 
guity, des intenogations, des 
probldmes ft pyoudre comme 
ceux des imphuimtibais et de Je¬ 
rusalem. Mais, nous pensons 
qne la signature de 1 'iccoid et la 
poignfie de main entre Arafat et 
Rabin vont cr£er on choc psy- 
cbologique qui conduira enffn ft 
la paix. 

LJ.: La France et L'Enrope 


vont-elles main tenant 

. a'anguger plni activement dans 
k processus de paix? 

DA: Les Etats-Unis vont con¬ 
tinuer ft jouer un rfile de premier 
plan dans le processus, mais 
I'Burape pern aider de diffft- 
rentes maniftres. Tout tfabord, 
elk peut contribuer ft la realisa¬ 
tion concrete de cet accord en 
a pp ortant son aide politique et fi- 
nancidrc, en particulier pour 
l'unect fconoraique. Les nou- 
velks sntoritds palestiniennes 
vont devoir affronter une situa¬ 
tion trfes difficile, surtoot ft Gaza. 
Cest pou r quoi nous devons ks 
aider. Pour eux, e'est une ques¬ 
tion de cr£dibiht£, ils sont con- 
d anrn fe ft rfussir. 

Deuxiftmement, 1'Europe va 
jouer un idle encore plus actif 
dans les ikgodations multilate- 
ralesL Certirines questions vont 
6 tre aborckes 'd tesolues ft 
l'fichelle dn Moyen-Orient tout 
entier. Par example, les ques¬ 
tions du dgveloppement £a>no- 
mique, du cksarmement, des res- 
sources en ean, ainsi que la 
question des r€fugi 6 s. L'Enrope 
est ddjft tifts impuqtke dans le 
domaine du dfiveloppement 
ficonomique et des r 6 fugj£s et 
cela va continuer. 

LJ.: Avec vos nonvelles 
fonctions ft Paris, allez-vous 
raster en contact avec la re¬ 
gion? 

DJI.: Oui, j'ai 6 t 6 nommf par 
}e ministre des Affaires 
6 trangfcres Directeur pour la 
zone Aftique du Nord, Moyen- 
Orient Je vais ra'occuper des re¬ 


lations avec ces pays qui yom du 
Maroc ft llran. La France a des 
relations Itroiies et anciennes. et 
le plus souvent confiantes et am¬ 
icales, avec ces pays. C'est une 
zone try i me res sante et natu- 
rellement je devrai m'intcresser ft 
la Jordanie. Je compte poursuiv- 
re avec mes amis et imerlocu- 
teurs jordaniens le dialogue que 
j'avais commence id. Je 
m'occuperai 6galemem du suivi 
du processus de paix et ft ce titre 
aussi je m'inkresserais ft ce qui 
se passe dans la region. 

LJ.: A quelques semaines 
des flections legislatives, com¬ 
ment jugez-vous le processus 
de d^mocratisation en Jorda¬ 
nie? 

D.B.; Il >■ a de la port du Roi 
un disir sincere de crier en Jor¬ 
danie un Etat de droit. Nous 
avons d’ailieurs avec la Jordanie 
une cooperation trfes Itroite dans 
plusicurs domaines, notamment 
dans le domaine de la formation 
des juges. Nous avons note avec 
satisfaction la publication de la 
loi sur l'organisation des partis, 
sur la prcsse. qui font de la Jor¬ 
danie un rare exemple de respect 
des droits de l'homme dans cette 
region. Le president Mitterrand, 
lui-meme, lors de sa visile en no¬ 
vembre dernier, a exprime tout 
son appui et son soutien ft cette 
evolution. 

S'agusant des prochaines elec¬ 
tions, il est difficile de conn afire 
par avance l'impact de la nou- 
velle loi eiectorale. Mais je suis 
persuade que ces etections se de- 
rouleront dans un climai de li- 
berte et dlionnetete et que les n5- 
sultats reflftteront parfaitement 
1 'etar de l'opinion du pays. 

LJ~ Quel souvenir allez- 
vous emportez de votre sejonr 
en Jordanie? 

DJ 8 .: Certainemenr un tri?s 
bon souvenir et de grands re¬ 
grets. La Jordanie est un pays oft 
les gens sont ires ouverts, eba- 
leureux er accueillants. Au cours 
de ces quatre annees, je me suis 
fait un r£seau d'amiti£s qui. je 
pense, durera malgnS 
I'eloignement. Je me suis sent! 
ici chez moi, comme dans une 
seconde patrie. Je suis sur que 
nous resrerons en contacts St¬ 
raits, soit que mes amis jordani¬ 
ens viennent ft Paris soit que je 
leur rende visite en Jordanie. ■ 

Propos recueillis par Flo rent 
Chevolleau 


Jordanie ij 


Express 


ELECTIONS - Le Pre¬ 
mier ministre a confirms 
la dale dn 8 novembre 
pour la tenue des pro¬ 
chaines elections legisla¬ 
tives, malgre les demiers 
developpements du pro¬ 
cessus de paix. "Le gou- 
vernement fera tout son 
possible pour faire de la 
d£mocratisation un 

succfts", a assure le chef 
du gouvemement 

EXPORT - Le march* chl- 
Hen dcvralt s'ouvrir 
blent&t aux productions 
du Royaume. Un accord 
de cooperation entre les < 
deux pays cst actudlemcnt j 
en discussion. La visite du ; 
Bous-secrfttalre du min- j 
Istftre des Affaires 
flrangfcres chlllen, cette 
semaine, ft Amman, dolt 
aboutir sur un accord 
d'exportation de potasse. 

DECES - L'*crivain et 
poftte d'origine palesti- 
nknne, Abdul Rahim 
Omar, est mort aprfts une 
operation de chirurgie 
cardiaque, a Londres, di- 
manche dernier. Cet 
homme de 64 ans etait 
connu par sa coionne quo- 
tidienne dans A1 Ra'L II 
avait aussi occnpe, ft plu- j 
sieurs reprises, des fonc -1 
tions anprfts du gouverne- 
ment dans les domaines de I 
la presse et de la culture. | 

MARCHES - La munici- \ 
palite d'Am man cherche l 
des emplacements pour \ 
creer plusienrs marches ‘ 
ouverts dans la vUIe. Le , 
but: accueQlir les marc- [ 
hands ambulants qui ven- ;• 
dent actuellement sur les 5 
trottoirs. Cette mesurc; 
vise a contenter les com- . 
raerfants mecontents de ^ 
cette concurrence sauv- n 
age. I 


,1 




Artisanat 


Jo rdani e-Israel 


T 3 Tordanie a la modfi L'cigcnda de la paix 

“ ^ : Sieuatiire h. Washinston, mardi 14, d’un ordre du jour precis entre les 


> jpo ' Broderie, verrerie, c6ramique et tapis de Jordanie ont ete apprecies par les designers europeens reunis a 
Paris. Satisfaction mais: aussi prise de conscience par les Jordaniens des progr&s a faire. 


Signature k Washington, mardi 14, d’un ordre du jour precis entre les 
delegations jordanienne et israelienne. Un traite de paix est en vue. 


\ COURT SEJOUR mais grands 
L. cnscignemcnts. Les huit reprf- 
sentants d'entreprises d'artisanat 
\ jotdanien presents ft Villepinte, 

j en banlieue parisienne, au Salon 

t Inte rnational de la Decoration, 

4 da 3 au 7 septembre dernier, 

! sont rentrfis avec quelques con- 

* trots sigufis, -beaucoup_ -de con- - 

■ tacts et une multitude .de prqjets . 

j de citation, pfts son retour. cette 

i 6 quipc jordanienne conduite par . 

! JETCO. l'organisation chaigfie. 

I des exportations en Jordanie, • 

; s'esi remise ft Tbuyiage sur. sdn 
! mftier ft tisser ou son-torn: de po-. 

; tier. ■ 

- " Maintc nant nous connaissons 
» mieux k marchfi euiopden", d 6 -... 
\ .clare Maha Otaqiri, xesponsable.. 
*Tdu centre de cdramjque .du. 
i Qu een Alia Jordan Social .Wel-i 

• fare Fond, une fondarion prfisi-. 

\ (ke par la prmcesse Basma. 
i "Nos tapis, nos poteries, nos ver- 

J reries ou nos broderies ont eu un • 
I grand succfcs.aupr£s des design-: .. 

5 era europfiens. L'artisanai .mexr- : 
I cain oo africain est passe de 

i mode." . . 

; La jordanie a done une carte ft 

{ jouer. Four obtenir des ocatrats, 

> 'KSts. brodems,.^enir^. ou 
J venters jordaniens doivmt 

. s'adaprcr aux mouvements de 

I mode en Europe. En ce moments, 

I ks trimes dominantes sont les 

! coofeurs de la nature. Il faut re- 

! ppnar fcs cnfationS (fans les tons 

, beiges ou ocres. Mais anenuoa 

^lcs artisans jordaniens veufcnt 



Tapis et vases coordonnis seront bientdt dans les citrines 
europeehnes sous Vitiquette “Made in Jordan n . 

conserver ieurs traditions: il - Ion* Ja qualit* des objets expo- 
s'agira d*adapter la technique et s 6 s, mais Jes principaux ache- 
non de bouleverser un style. teurs fran?ais ont tkplorfi ieurs 

Les erfateurs europeens ont prix *Iev*s. "En apprenant nos 


prix, certains gras acheteurs 
comme Habitat oa les Galeries 
Lafayette n'om pas toujours 
daignfi; rcgartter nos produits.- 
Cela he' les pas empSchfi 
d'envoyer Ieurs designers sur no- 
tre stand pour observer nos ob¬ 
jets", raconze Maha Otaqui. "La 
Jordanie n'est pas Taiwan ou un 
pays d'Asie: les revenns de nos 
employes sont pins flev*s”. 

. Chaqnc entreprise d'artisanat 
nSflfchit done ft one strategje de 
n£daction des coflts. "Comme 
nous Prisons un march* bant de 
gamine en raison de la qualitg 
de nos produits, nous asvons 
Economiser sur le design et sur 
le travail efifectu*". Les artisans 
jordameos ne . souhaitent pas 
conqn*rfrim march*, ils disirent 
sedement se placer sur ce mar¬ 
ch*. Un placement pour I'anrrfe 
prochaine se prfipare mainten- 
anL-. ' ■ 

Le prindpal enseignement de ■ 
cette semaine passfte au salon de 
Vilkpmte est behn • -de 
llndispensable qugte de 
1 ‘information, "Nous avons des 
cfeuniques et des tapis coortion- 
nfe dans les tons des mantes de 
Jordanie, -le jaune, le vert, le 
rose. Les spteialistes rcncontrte 
sur notre stand ont sahi* rw ^ 
volontfe de combiner letapis et 
ses accessoires mate 'tons ont 
d*plor* les cbnleurs._ Nous.ig- 
norions qudtes temtes *tidenf 
phis commerciales", expKque- 
Maha - OtaqtiL "11 faut garder le 


contact avec ks gofits etles cou- 
leurs europeens : pour que 
rartisanat jordanien reste com- 
petitiT.. ‘ 

Les artisans jordaniens ne 
peuveitt exister sur k march* in¬ 
ternational quluhte. Chactin de¬ 
fend, bien sdr, ses verreries ou 
ses bradectes, mais chacun vante 
igalemem les tapis ou c*ra- 
miques des "concurrents" jorda¬ 
niens; Maha Otaqui a bien com¬ 
pris que "le cousommateur ne se 
souvient pas du nom de la com- 


nous serrer Ies- coodes derriftre 
l'ftiquette Made hi. Jordan’ et 
«tiscnter entre nous avant cte sor- 
tir nos ertations". 

L'atelier de cteamique du 
Queen Alia. Fund ne veut pas 
tti&OqUfiT. . ■ pqtte rhanca 

d'expoctatioii Maha Otaqui a 
not* que- le' rbtift est'ft la mode 
en Europe. Hk.envisage.d*jft de 
comtaner la tradition du panier 
jorfanien avec de nouyelks c*r- 
amiques^ D’antres .idtes sont 
dans rafcimris elfcs'sont top se¬ 
cret On conqaltra seukment le 
nom du. noiivel atelier de c*ra- 
mique de la fbndation. "Qwara" 
ouvrira au printetnps prochain... 
"Qwara", e'est le nom des jaires 
„ en tone autrefois utilistes pour 
contenir Je grain.,./Ui£ grain.qui 

pourraitgBrmec'rtic%^^maxdiiS!- 
inteznationaux.. M .* 

- ■ .-.PhBijppie Paupert- 




VINGT-DEUX heures 
aprfts la signature de 
l'accord israflo- 

paiestinien. c'*tait au 
tour de' la Jordanie de 
signer un document 
commun avec IsraBL Pas 
encore un trait* de paix, 
mais k cadre d*taill* 
pour y parvenir rapide- 
ment Le texte fitait, en 
fait, prfit depuis plu- 
sieurs mois, mais Am¬ 
man attendait un progrfts 
significatif dans le pro- 
cessus de paix avant de 
devenir le premier pays 
arabe ft conclure un ac¬ 
cord avec lEtat Wbreu 

depute 1979. , . 

. Mardi 14, les dflfiga- Jordaniens et Israeuens sont tomoes 
dons jordanienne et is- j our des negotiations de paix. 
rafilienne ont done adop¬ 
ts un agenda prteis de 1955 octroyant 100 millions de 

Ieurs pourparlers « pai . d - eau au R 0 y aume sur les 

Washmgton. Pour - 54 Q millions aujourdTiui 

dre du entiftrcment exploites par Israel, 

fotur traits de paw. Ce E U Jordanie demande aussi le 

est dvidemment plus qulwe liste re[our des 357 qqq Pa i esl iniens 





de points ft rtegocier. D tetaille 
et rtsume les principes qui nous 
giiiderons dans les prochaines 
nteociations", a expliqu* Etya- 
kim Rubinstein, chef de la dele¬ 
gation israelienne. 

Le texte aborde les grands su- 
iets de contendeux entie les 
deux pays depuis 1948- H sa E lt 
de rfgler les questions concer- 
nant la sficurit*. 1'eao. Jes refu- 
gi*s et la dilimitation des fron- 
■ tiferes. Pour le partage des eaux 
du Jourdain, Amman se retere a 
une proposition antericame de 


r*fugi*s sur son territoire depuis 
1967. Pour le contemieux fronta- 
lier, le Royaume revendique une 
bande de 350 kilometres comSs 
le long de la fromterc dans le 
Wadi Arabs et un petit territoire 
au sud du lac de Tibfliade dans 
la vallte du Yarmouk. Les Isra*- 
Iiens sentient prgts ft rflroteder 
ces tenitoires en tehange de la 
paix, conform*mem au principe 
de la n*soluiion 242. 

"Nous devons rapidement t£- 
soudre nos differences avec 


d'accord sur un ordre du 


Israel pour ks questions de s£- 
curit* et de delimitation de la 
frontiftre sud du pays”, a insist* 
le Premier ministre Majali. Dans 
une conference de presse, le 
chef du gouvememem jordanien 
a exprim* son espoir que k Li- 
ban et la Syne signem un accord 
similaire avec Israel. "La paix 
ne doit pas Stre diviste en petits 
fragments pour aboutir ft des 
trait*s s*pai*s. Ce n'est dans 
I'interfit d'aucun pays arabe", a-t- 
il ajout*. Selon un offiriel isra*- 
lien, I’Etat h*breu serait plus 
prfit que jamais ft se retirer du 
Golan. Une occasion ft saisir par 
le president syrien. A son tourI3 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
18 - 24 

Si^l^September 



rmm 






ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

08-JO — Wacky Worid 
09:00 — Perspective 
09:30 — Saturday Variety 
Show: Marc Almond in 
concert 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film: Over¬ 
ruled. A case involving the 
rape and murder of a girl on 
the hands of a psycho. 


SUNDAY 

08:30 —Step By Step 
09:10 — The Dream Machine. 
This episode talks about the 
digital age that came after the 
computer revolution. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Mini Series: The 
Outsider 

MONDAY 

08:30 — Golden Girls 
09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Nancy goes through a second 
course of chemotherapy to 
treat her cancer. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:40 — French Mini Series: 
Le Gerfaut 

TUESDAY 

08 JO — People Next Door 
09:10 — Faces and Places 
9 JO—Voyager 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film: The 
Band Wagon. A singer goes to 
New York in hope of regaining 
his lost fame in Hollywood. 


WEDNESDAY 

08 JO — The Torkelsons 
09:00 — Documentary 
10 KM) — News in English 
10:20 — Ashenden. Part D 

THURSDAY 

08J0 — Too Close For 
Comfort 

09:10 — New Drama Series: 
Act Of Will. A mother dies, 
leaving behind her two boys 
and daughter in extremely 
poor conditions. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week, 
'Johnny Fremain'. This film is 
about the British occupation 
of America. 

FRIDAY 

08:30 — Head of the Class 
09:10 — Reasonable Doubts 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Breaking Up. Tony is 
torn between deciding to live 
with his father or mother. 

PROGRAMMES 

FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

06:00 — Les Aventuriers de 
I'espace 

06:30 — Envoy£ Special 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Fenetre Sur 

DIMANCHE 

5 JO — Le Monde est a vous 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15—Le Journal deLTfistoire 



Reason¬ 
able 
doubts, 
Friday at 
9:10 


LUNDI 

06:00 — L’esprit Emerveille 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 

MARDI 

05:30 — Omnisciences 
06J5 —Maguy 
07-.00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Varietes 

MERCREDI 

06:00—La Chalne 
07:00 — Le Journal 


07:15 — Ushuaia 

JEUD1 

05:30 —Pifet Hercule 
05:45 —Goal 
06:15 —GeopoUs 
07:00 —Le Journal 
07:15 — Azimuts 

VENDREDI 

05:30 — Le Bean Manage 
07:00 —Le Journal 
07:15 — Vari£t£s 


yssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss/^ 

| Would You I 
| Believe... j 

£ Some kinds of butterflies ^ 

^ are know n to migrate south d 
g for the winter, just as birds ^ 

Z do. £ 

? * * * ? 

5 ? Garlic is so pungent that a ^ 

2 person's skin will begin to d 
? smell of garlic if he eats a lot J 
£ of it over a period of days. 4 
£ * * * 7, 

£ The American Revolution d 
2 had been over for more than ^ 

£ 150 years before a British ^ 
^ monarch %et fool on Ameri- 4 
0 can soil. That was King £ 
2 George Vi's visit to New d 
2 York in W.W. 4 

7 * * * ^ 

2 Edgar Rive Burroughs was 
? the most famous resident of ^ 
£ Tatyana. Calif., which took d 
^ ilsname from books and films ^ 

£ atwut one of his better-known £ 

£ characters—"Tarzan. d 

7 * * * £ 

2 Human hair is quite elastic d 
^ if it's healthy and should be ^ 
£ able to stretch one-fourth of g 
2 its length. < 

A |W .1 Tnhure SIcJta Scr.nr. / 

/ ? 
tssSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS, 


fhe First Oass Howl in 
Amman dial has a 
Kitchenette in every 


room. 
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visiting 
French 
delegation 

■ Director of the Public Se¬ 
curity Directorate (PSD) Gen. 

Abdel Rahman Al Udwan re¬ 
ceived Wednesday the delega¬ 
tion of the Joint French Com¬ 
mittee for Security Affairs. 

Discussions centered on coop¬ 
eration in security areas be¬ 
tween France and Jordan. 

The visiting delegation was 
briefed earlier on the duties 
and organization of the PSD. 

It toured the command and 

briefed on P lKest ^hnolojical addiiions to commumoitions and information. 
The delegation also visited the headquarters of P5D Bngaae. 

The delegation is on a several days visit to Jordan at the invitation of the PSD. 
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Ctun to taws: Nosy, trumpetfig cat grras 

toe screamer a name; tha at seno* aa an 
alarm sgnai 

SOURCE: Mm fi* PmAMaanon^***■““ 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to fom the surprise answer, aa 
■n g^ested hr the above cartoon. 
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MflQICWORD 

HOW TO PLAY: Read the IW ol words. Look a! the puzzle. 
Tou-n And Itiese word* Iron veni- 

caKy. cingonaHj, backward*. Orow s drcle around rach lei- 
ter ol 0 word lound » W*« p*»*'o. Vwn W*® * SLi Ii 
Ciicimo It wilt show " ««»* r 

vliiHe mould It also lorm part of another word. Ftad Ora brg 
mold? When leHcrt ol an ItoMmAi 
have the given number of isners lelf over. They II 9pefl out 
your MAQICWORO. 

DRINK UP1 (Sol.: 7 letters) 
B-Beverape: C-Chern? cola. Cocoa Coffee. 
Coke, Cool, Cranapple: D-Deimtasse. Dr Pep¬ 
per, E-Espresso. Evian; G-Ginger ole. Ginger- 
beer, Gulp. Guzzle; H-Hoi chocolate; I-Iced tea; 
J-Jnva. JolL Juice: K-Kocl-aid: L-Lemonade; 
M-Milk; P-Pepsi. Pour, Punch; Q-Quench; R- 
RC Cola. RchU beer; S-Shoke. Shasta, Snapple, 
Soda. Sweet, Swig; T-Tnb cola. Thirsty. Toast; 
W-Water; Y-Yoo-hoo 




Recommended Listenings 

101 : Depeche Mode 

IMAGINE YOURSELF at the colossal Rose .“ 
Pasadena, California, waiting anxiously 
Sp^arlWc in conceit Suddenly, fS 
bv a sinister-sound—an orchestral-l^-. P^P*' c 

your arms in the air back and forth, JSjfv the 

tte music, but still anxious for Depeche Mode to electrify the 

stage. _ 

After Pimpf ends, a couple of nnge 
snare hits pound, and from the top ot 
dae stage, three huge pieces of cloth 
come down with DM written all over 
them. You start moving as you tear a 
muted, electronic bass sound, accom¬ 
panied by the constant beat of a deep 
b as srfrmn, which starts (DM) Depeche 
Mode's Behind The Wheel 
A totally incredible listening experi¬ 
ence, Behind The Wheel is filled to 0 k 
brim with a metal-like flute sound, 

clear guitar "stings," ami David 

Gahail's deep voice along with Martm 
Gore doing his chore on backing 
vocals. This song certainly defines the , . m 

rrw>aninp nf synth rock when Alan Wilder starts playing E^tar 
SSon t^of the churning oTajmuted, 
synmbass, while Martin adds chops from his guitar to build up 

The Wheel is foUowed by another killer, 

Love , which thrives on a big snare tat to playu^ of a_ 

robotic bass line, and is filled with surfing choirs that seep 

through the song's structure. By the end of 
Wilder adds a few bell lines, taking the song from its robotic 

rocking sound to a quiet ending. ; Af n is 

After a couple of other songs, the saddening 
year old girl, who ends up on a life-support machine, is echoed 
r. _i. .lTi _:_#vF Di«ml»>Mnuc Rumors. ■ 


CTQPGJAVAETDECI 
GHUOIULREEBTOOR 
UI EUWI OESPRESSO 
ZRNRSCCKSNAPPLE 
ZSCGRECAOTREPDG 
LTHOEYRHDEPLARI 
EYOAFRCSASUNRPN 
SOMASFAOI GOEHEG 
SOCI STELLMTVCPE 
AHJ OLTAEEAAI NPR 
TOSCOKEL WL B A U E B 
I OKOOLAl DZ CNPRE 
ME GAREVEBCOCOAE 
EEHOTCHOCOLATER 
DTEEWSELPPANARC 


secret hand that controls me wuiw. * - - 

^Jhemous rumors, but I think that god has got a sick sen^ 

offimof, and when I die, I expect 

David Gahan in the chorus. The point is emphKizedmusreaiiy 
by the use of sound effects, industrial and electronic violin 

“Sethis live album, Depeche Mode have thrown in most of 
the^s whidi w«e S before 1^9 (fitnn Music 
The Masses and before). Many of their clasacal brtji are 
included: the melodically-distiact Stripped, ^ atmosphcnc 
SSSrYou Said, the industrial-heavy People Are 
die single with Vince Clarke, Just Cant Get Enough, before ta; 
bailedout from the band back in the early eighties, ismcluded • 
I can confidently say that great sounds, heavy^md^maL, 
oriented samples, including drums, and lyncs wi* i pomt,^. 
101.DavidGahan’sdeep voice,Martm Gores™orthodox^m^ 
tar and synth playing, Alan Wilder's great sound programing 
and playing will more than satisfy you. And if ywn a new. 

DepwrheMode fen, this is a monstro^ mttoducoon to jhgr. 
previous work, which is the turning point between DhTs 1987 
release. Music for the Masses, and their last rel eases, Violator 

^usually 7 th^case that technology-depend«jt ban^ fuHo 

give the audience a satisfactory performance, since mostofthe 
tracks are already stored on computers, and not ^fea^ 
playing is done. This is quite true, untiLyou 
Nice's live 101 album, which redefines the concert of key¬ 
board oriented music in terms of live performance. They play it 
all the way through, with great skill and 


‘ 1 -.ft.i-] 


crossword puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 Suffrage 
name 

5 Stock term 

10 Polio 

researcher 

14 Word with 
spring or 
pin 

15 Watery silk 

16 Jai — 

17 Neighbor¬ 
hood 

18 Virtually 
the same 

20 Finishing 
point 

-22 Track 
events 

23 Ancient 
Persian 

24 Small lake 

26 Venerate 

29 Comlort 

30 Paa place 

33 Satanic 

34 King of 
Persia 

36 Gardner 
of movies 

37 Fen 

39 Vase 


CiW3 Tntwne Uooa S«waa. 


40 Go away, 
slangily 

42 Mountain 
on Crate 

43 Puzzle term 

46 Descartes 

47 — Aviv 

48 Container 

49 Looked at 
wantonly 

51 Complex of 
shops 

52 Playwright 
Connelly 

53 Offspring 

56 Fundamental 
(act 

60 Correspond¬ 
ing 

63 “Topaz" 
author 

64 Concerning 

65 Weight 

68 Copenhagen 

cHIzan 

67 'To — not-" 

68 Waited 

69 Etcher: 
abbr. 


DOW* 

1 Relaxed 
conversa¬ 
tion 

2 Swiss river. 

3 Row 

4 Restraints 

5 Made 
changes in 

6 Lady's hat 

7 Apope 

6 Onassls 

S Accelerate 

10 Entree 
accompani¬ 
ment 

11 Guinness 

12 Byway 

13 Toolboxes 

19 Marshal 

Dillon 

21 Occupation¬ 
al suffix 

24 Aches 

25 Columbus 
school 
letters 

26 Pay up 

27 Get around 

28 Kind of 
Infection 

29 Flynn of 
films 


30 Less ruddy 

31 Sheepflke 

32 Pssse 
35 Of the ear 
38 Ffnadgar 
41 Prevent 
44148 

45 Biased 

50 Periodof.. 
note 

51 Engine 

52 Chop finely 

53 Attempt 

54 Lawyer's 
Job . 

55 DWskJO . 
word 

56 Reserve ' 

57 Oil land 

58 Bed sound 

59 River of 
France 

61 Rioting 


group 
! Yes: Fr. 


WORD WISE 




I; 


Qs In a theatrical review 
the writer used the term ‘ ‘star 
turn." which l had never 
seen before. Does it mean the 
obvious, the lead actor s per¬ 
formance? 

A: Star turn is a late J9th- 
cenrury British-term for the 


featured skir orinumberina 
theatrical production, its 
broader meaning is the fea-. 
tured or most publicized per-' 
sod dr item Ida group.' 

■ Send questions or.conmrauU ■ 
for Word WtsetoP.O. Box 4367* 
Orlando, fla. 32802-4367,. 

CIW3, Tntnw Medha Services - ; 




Top Video Rentals 

t They Bodyguard, Kevin Costner, WWtnqr 

Houston , ^ ; 

2. Unforpven, Clint Eastwood, Gene Httknum . 

3. TA Few Good Men, Tom Cruise, Jack Nid*- 

4. The Crying Game, Stephen Kea, Jaye David- 

son . 

s. Scent or A Woman, Al Pacino, Chns 

O'Donnell 

6. Malcohn X, Denzel Washington 

7. Nowhere To Bun, Jean-Clande van Dmnme 

8. Home AIone2, Macaulay Culkin, Joe Peso 

9. Bran. Stoker's Dracnla, Gary Qldman, An- 
thonyHopkins 

10. Forever Young, Mel Gibson 

Top Pop Albums 

1. River Of Dreams, Billy JoeU Columbia 

2. Sleepless In Seattle, Soundtrack, Epic 

3. Zooropa, C/2, Island 

- 4. Black Sunday, Cypress Hill , Ruffhouse 
' 5. Core, Slone Temple Pilots, Atlantic 
• 6. Janet, Janet Jackson, Virgin 
7. Blind Melon, Blind Melon , Capitol 
g. The Bodyguard, Soundtrack, Arista 

9, Get A; Grip, Aerdsmith, Geffen 

10 . Promises and Lies, UB40, Virgin 


T-.. ... ». v - ! . . • • . _ t t 

IBM and GBM top 
managers to visit 

Mr Franco Bemardi, general manager —--^ 

of InternatiODal Business Machines; ; 

(IBM) Africa and Middle East, and Mr K- A : 

Mustafa Rugibani, general manager of • . ■ 

IBM's "regional representative. Gulf ' jSHM)' 
Business Madnnes (GBM), will be vis- 

iting Jordan ahd Syria next week. . - 

The purpose of the. visit is to meet to-. 
cal distributors and re-marketers and to 
discuss current projects witii customers. 

While widely-reported changes are tak- 
ing place in' IBM; the Middle East re¬ 
mains one of the computer giant's consistently strong markets, 
■ with the madreting activity of GBM outperforming many other 
territories around the. world. 

Mr Rugibani, who has been general manager of GBM since ic 
was founded in 1990, is based at GBM headquarters in Bahrain 
apd Mr Bernard! is at the IBM South Europe headquarters in 
Rome. " - - - .. . 

Meanwhile the IBM PC Company, formed last year to be re¬ 
sponsible for worldwide production and marketing oflBM Per- 
sonal Systems computers PS/1 and PS/2, has celebrated its fust 
birthday by announcing a first-year growth rate for JBM PG 
products two-and-a-half times fester than the PC tadnstry- as; a 


This Week's Answer: SELTZER 
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Royal Guttural Centre - 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 820101 

British CoonciL..^_636147/8 

French Cultural Centre_637009 

Goethe Institute..:_ 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre - 641158 
Spanish Cultaral Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre._665195 

Hussein Youth City.6671 Sl/5 

Y.W.CA. 641793 

Y.W.MA____ 664251 


Nabvl A1 Maslmri Theatre. .675571 
Nabil & Hisham's Tbeatre.625155 

Concord_ 677420 

Plaza_ 699238 

Philadelphia......_634144 

Sports Clnbs 

A1 Hussein Sports Gty_667181 

Orthodox Club._ 810491 

Royal Automobile Club- 815410 

Royal Shooting Club_ 736572 

Royal Chess Club._ 673713 


Diary 




The Prime Mmistry/TeL 641211 
Foreign A flairs TeL 644361 
Interior Ministry TeL 663111 
Finance TeL 636321 
Public Health TeL 665131 
Education & Higher Education TeL 669181 
Justice TeL 663101 
Planning TeL 644466 
Public Works & Housing TeL 668481 
Municipalities & Environment TeL 641393 
! Industry & TradeTeL 663191 
Supplies TeL 602121 
i Awqaf & Islamic AffairsTel. 666141 




Agriculture Tel 686151 

Labour Tet 6981S6 

Social Development TeL 673191 

Transport TeL 641461 

Post & Communications TeL 624301 

Information Tel 641467 
Water Si Irrigation Tel 680100 
Energy &, Mineral Resources Tel. 815615 
Culrune/Jabal Amman TeL 636391 
Youth / University TeL 604701 
Parliamentary Affairs TeL 641211 
Tourism S: Antiquities Tel. 642311 


i r-: . V { 




Algerian__641271/2 

Australian.-....-..673246/7 

Austrian Embassy._644635 

Bahrain—._664148/9 

Belgian..675683 

Bulgarian..-..8 J 8151 

Canadian_666124 

Chilean_ 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons...- 677559 

Czechoslovakian _ 6651 OS 

Danish Consulate Gen 603703 
Furnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French _641273/4 

German_689351 

Greek..-.-671331/2 

Hungarian._815614 

Indian...637262 

Indonesian....828911 

Iraqi__ 639331 

Italian.. 638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.625632 

Consulate of Iceland_698851 

Consulate of Sir TjwVa -...645312 

Japanese__ 672486/7 

Kuwaiti..675135/8 

Libyan._ 693101/3 

Lebanese _ 641381 

Moroccan _ -641451 

Netherlands_637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean _ 666349 

Norwegian C™«nl«re_827926 

Omani__ „.686155 

Pakistani__ 622787 

Palestine._677517 

People's Rep. of China_666139 

PhilH pines_ 645161 

Polish__- 637153 

Qatari _ 682666 

Romanian —........ 667738 

Russian .-.641158 

Saudi Arabian....._...... 814154/6 

South Korean _660745/6 

Spanish _ .614166/9 

Sudanese.-. 644251/2 

Swedish_669177/9 

Swiss..-.686416/7 

Syrian.. 641076 

Taiwan..—.—.. 671530 

Tunisian -. 674307/8 

Turkish _ 641251 

UAE._643347/643341 

United Kingdom-.—823100 

United States of America..820101 

Yemen..-.-.-.642381 

EEC Delegation.—. 668191 

ESCWA.. 694351/8 

ICRC_688645 

UNRWA-:-.." __ 6 69*94/8 

UNICEF..-.-. 629571 

UNESCO..-..606559 




AIyemda(Air yemen)_653691 

Aeroflot_641510 

Air Canada._630879 

Air France_666055 / 667824 

Air India _ 688301/2 

Air Lanka_682140 

Alitalia__ 625203 

American Airlines_669068 

Arab Wings_894484 

Adria Airways__-667029 

Austrian Airiines.,637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines_665909 

British Airways _641430 

British Midland..694802 

China Airlines_636232 

Cathay Pacific_628596 

Cyprus Airways_667028 

Egypt Air._ 630011 

EmiratesAirlines_643341 

Gulf Air.. 653613 

Hungarian Airlines_622275 

Iberia. 637827/644036 

Iran Air..-. 622826 

Japan Airlines ...._630879 

K.L.M ..._ 622175 

, Korean Airlines-. 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines_643831/2 

Lufthansa._ 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

MJLA__ 636104 

Olympic..630125/638433 

PIA _ 625981 

Philippine Airlines-640200 

Polish Airlines-.-. 625981 

Qantas_641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian._ 678321 

Saudia__—.. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines _604499 

Singapore Airlines._ 676177 

Sudan Airlines.- 694501 

. Swiss Air (G.S.A.)659791/641906 

USAIR.___694801/2 

Syrian Air._622147 

TAROM- Romanian..637380 

Thai Airways...:.... 637195 

Trans World Airline_623430 

Turkish Airlines__659102 

Yemenia Airways_628175 

Yugoslav Airlines..604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


Al-Cazar.- 

Aqaba.- 


Coral Beach _, 
Holiday Inti— 
Miramar . 


_ 314131 

...:_314091 

^.....316636 

?Ll...Ji6250 

..-313521 

—.312426 

.-..314340 




A1 Andalusiah....606821 

AI Barakch_687988 


Algeria.. 


Al-Jabal..- 

.606669 

Al-Labadi 

813554: 


.. 639861 1 


.. - 771707 

Al-Waha 

-.674105 


670498 


666327 


_ __<U.T350 

Avis—. 

_699420 

Budget. 

..669970 

Dirani _ . 

_660601 

General Services..674100 

Hertz (Inti, sales). 694802 

Kada ... 

.....665161/665153 

National.. 

_639197/8 

Nebo_ 

Petra..... 

..— 816792 

-.. 605501 

Sahara.__ 

—.694883 

Satehle _ 

-.625767/621471 

Shakhshir. 

..668958 


.. 604904 

Swan NationaL. 

__ 694882 


: ; : ') 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerasb 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. year 
rouncLClosed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
ALQal’a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Homs 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. TeL 63012S. 


me &iar 

M 5 3 8 0 


Buenos Aires 1 
Australia..-. 

.— 61 

Adelaide 8 

Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 

Melbourne 3 

Perth 9 

Sydney 2 

Austria.. 

.43 

Vienna 222 

.973 

Belgium.-- 

_32 

Antwerp 3 

Brussels 2 

Brazil .-. 

.—.55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brazillia 61 

.. 359 

Sofia 2 

- 1 

6ttawa-613 

Chile.-...— 

. 56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus. 

. 357 

Nicosia 21 

.„.42 

Prague 2 

Denmark —.-.. 

-..45 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

.. 593 

Quito 2 

_ 20 

Cairo 2 

Eire... 

.353 


HP Wo 


First Dial OQ 


Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland.—__..... 

Helsinki 0 

France- 

pans l 


Amman 

Alia Gateway.- 

Ambassador.—.. 

Amra..-.. 

Crown... 

Commodor.. 

Forte Grand.-- 

Grand Palace..—. 

InterContinentaL. 

International—. 

Jerusalem .. 


Philadelphia.— 

Regency . 

San Rock.—. 

Tyche .—. 


(08)51000 
.— 665186 
815071 

.798181 

.665181 

.674111 

.... 661121 

.641361 

—841712/3 

-665094 

.... 660100 


.... 663100 
-.660000 
... 813801 
.661114 


Germany W.49 

Bonn 288 

Greece.. 30 

Athens/Pirseus 1 

Hungary. 36 

Budapest 1 

India...91 

B angle re 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all dtJes with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 133,4,5,6,7, & g. 

Indonesia. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy.39 

Rome 6 

Iraq.-.964 

Baghdad I 

Japan.SI 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya---254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait..965 

Korea.-.82 

Seoul 2 

Libya—.218 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon....961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia..60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico.52 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco.-.212 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands.31 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen.967 

Al Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz 4 

Nigeria.234 

Lagos I 

Norway.47 

Oslo 2 

Oman.-. 96S 

Pakistan..-.92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay.595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru..51 

Lima 14 

Philippines.63 

Manila 2 

Poland.48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar.974 

Romania..40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia.966 

Al-Khobar 3 
AJ-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain.34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 


Marbelh 52 


Majorca 71 

94 

Colombo 1 

... 249 

Khartoum 11 

. 46 

Stockholm 8 

Svria. 

.963 

Damascus 1! 

Taiwan. 

. 886 

Taipei 2 

.66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia. 

.216 


Tunis 1 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul I 

L'AE.971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajnv.tn 6 
Al Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
GhyathI 52 
Ras A! Khaimah 77 
Shaijah 6 

Umm Al Quwain b 

UK.44 

London i inner 71/outer 81) 

Uruguay.598 

Montevideo 2 

USA. 1 

New York 212/7IS 
Washincton 202 

USSR...7 

Moscow’ 095 

Venezuela.5S 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia.38 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 
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For information 
& reservations: 

■S’ 694-801 


Jordan's leading 
economic 
newsletter. 
Published by 
Info-Media. 


Call 652-380 
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The Best Oriental 
Food fax Town 




^ RESTAURANT 

Chinese, Thai, Phfllipino, Indonisian & 

4 -, Malaysian specialities 

rig ior Five branches all over the world and now one in 

gjj; Amman 

or Live Band “6" nights a week 
* < w Wor ld w idgJProgranis VIA satellite 

1 ~~~ Hoars: 12 Noon 12 MSdnicht 

==^ ~ Friday: 5P.M MKbxEgjbt 



The first haute cuisine. 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste leads. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd HoteV 

for your reservations call 
639197 




ft—■***,. 

■The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
■All types of Bread 
■Cakes A. Pastries e 

7th eirola. T»l. 820099 




J277 


WZZAS, SNACKS, CAKES 
Seated & Take Away 

_ (all day) , 9 

Shmoisanf. Tel. 699100 



Vtritable Cuisine 
Franfaise 






m 


our world of 
fragrance starts 
with a letter 


I Most Luxurious] 
Hulls 


Wedding Parties ■Quits' MmuMilivri- 


Sparioui Arras With Beautiful tVrfnBwiu 


a 


f.rv . -s .7 

this letter will 
unravel itself to 
your immagination 


Fawtmees Restaurant 



Eastern Barbecue 

Quick Service 


Amman 

International Hotel 


urn 


i 1 1 

ft 


W 1 Rest 

Tel 841712/841713 


JSi 


^^DOCTOR^^ 

mm am 

Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 
24 HOURS A DAY 

Just Call:682097 
Our name says it all 


AtNeGcEsCoBarin 

SELECT HOTEL 

<Ss£J%UA/ s/tm 




“Flrrt Inrttao - 
.Restaurant in j 





[•SUdmSUia 


One visit will make you 1 l^^ 1 

a steady,we believe!!! |SS» 

— I * MaaaOmtmiKd 



^ i 


7fte firei £ ftesl 
Cfttnese KesEuranS 


I si Circle. JabmAmniait, 
near Ahtiyyah Girls School 
Take away is available 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:00p.m. 
7:Ck) - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 


mM inf 

9PM, 


TthCbde > opp. Bjumxht Hotel 

825423 




elfrOpean CUlSiNc 


Class* 


Vouch* 


Amman - Abdoon 

*7*. I A ^ a er 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * * 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


V e s c r V ations call (03 ) 31663 6 
Fax (03) 318246 


To advertise in this space, 
call us at 652-380 


Al. Shami Bazar & Gifts 

Oriental Souvenirs 
Hand Grafts, old silver, old carpets. 

Jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Infront Jordan InterContinental Hotel 
Teh 648795 - P.O. Box 184379 
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Historic ceremony marks beginning 
of Palestine-Israel coexistence 


- TT-g-l 


Gaza: The bitter pill of peace 


Continued from front page 


smiled and waved from their 
balconies. 

Gaza. the hoi-bed of resis¬ 
tance. the mother-land of the 
Intifada seemed to be smiling on 
the peace agreement. 

"Look around you." shouted 
Mazen Ana, a Fateh sympa¬ 
thizer. "and tell me now that 
Gaza does not want peace." 

Mr Ai Masri agreed, "about 
SO percent is for this agreement, 
we will now prove to the world 
that we are dying for an 
agreement.” 

As a well placed official in the 
PLO he was looking forward to 
some legal authority. He was 
adamant that the new state 
would solve internal disputes 
without violence. 

"All parties in the state— 
Fateh and Hamas and others— 
will solve ihis dispute using 
democratic means.” he said. "All 
[our] leaders have denounced 
killing between brothers " 

"Anyway." he continued, "dis¬ 
agreement in a democracy is 
healthy." 

Questioned on the continua¬ 
tion of the Intifada, he smiled 
and asked, "what will there be 
an Intifada against?" 

He said that "when the Israeli 
soldiers leave, the Palestinian 
police will be able control 
order.” 

He admitted that it would not 
be easy to change the psychol¬ 
ogy of the young between eight 
and 14 who have received little 
or no education over the last six 
years and have grown used to 
the daily ritual of stone¬ 
throwing. 

"To be honest.” he said, "we 
and the Israelis participated in 
the spoiling of education. Let’s 
help them aboard. We can over¬ 
come the relative effects from 
the occupation—health, educa¬ 
tion. general life..." 

A brief drive through the 
camp and cities of Gaza is 
enough to see that the area is 
already overpopulated. 

"It will not assure all the peo¬ 
ple." Masri told The Star. "We 
need the rest of the West Bank. 
Many people I’ve spoken to will 
not return until they know that 
they have a place to stay and a 
job to do." 

While Gaza City celebrated 


into the night, breaking the 8 pm 
curfew for the first time in five 
years, in Jabaliah. Gaza’s largest 
refugee camp, the atmosphere 
remained tense. 

Though the 3 o'clock bell had 
brought a large group of pro- 
PaJestinian activists into the 
streets, by 6 pm the crowds had 
scattered and the central road 
was filled with a more riotous 
demonstration of predominantly 
Hamas supporters, who 
denounced the agreemenu 

On the previous day, the 
Israeli military had shot dead an 
Islamic Jihad supporter who 
stabbed an Israeli bus driver and 
the mob was eager to confront 
the Israeli army. Chanting songs 
and throwing stones, the crowd 
was eventually dispersed when 
the soldiers fired shots in the air. 

Ahmed, a hospital worker, 
explained the feeling of those in 
the camp. "Most of the people 
feel that this is not a good 
peace," be told The Star. "Don't 
be fooled at the sight of the pro- 
peace march-even in the city 
they were bigger two years ago 
during Madrid—most were 
unemployed, restricted and 
disillusioned." 

Rounding up a faxed piece of 
paper, he declared, "this is the 
secret in the proposal, this 
shows that we will not have our 
own state or even a Palestinian 
city. As the people realize what 
this paper says, all of Gaza will 
resist" 

Mr Said AI Shawa, a Hamas 
activist believes that it was the 
"black Monday of the Palestin¬ 
ian people.” 

"It doesn't mention a state...” 
he told The Star. "It's worth 
nothing." 

Questioned whether Hamas 
could disrupt the elections next 
year, he said, "it condemns vio¬ 
lence between our brethren how¬ 
ever. while the occupation con¬ 
tinues, we have the right to 
resist iL" 

He was confident that Hamas 
had around 80-90 percent of the 
support here and that as the state 
took shape, "people will increas¬ 
ingly realize that they have been 
fooled—this gives nothing to the 
man in the street." Asked 
whether the large parade in 
Gaza City, reflected support for 








Chanting for Arafat in Gaza 


the agreement he replied, "no, of 
course not". 

Palestinians were not the only 
people campaigning against the 
agreement in Gaza on Monday. 
At the Dojeet settlement on a 
beautiful hillside overlooking 
the Mediterranean, the Jewish 
settlers were equally wary of 
what the agreement would lead 
to. 

"Peace is what we want,” said 
Bridgette Berble, "but the price 
is too high.” She reflected the 
views of many who feel that the 
Israelis have no reason to give 
up anything "...we have a right 
to Judea and Samaria." Most did 
not expect to have to leave their 
homes. 

"\Ve hope to stay," said an 
Israeli policeman who preferred 
anonymity. ”We expect chat 
Israelis will continue to police 
the area. And if they don’t?" He 
said with a smile, "I would stay 
under Palestinian law." 

Although he agreed that many 


may resist the agreement, be 
insisted, "there will be no physi¬ 
cal force used—Jews do not kill 
Jews." 

The celebrations in Gaza and 
Israel reflected belief on both 
sides that die ultimate goal had 
been achieved. In the elation of 
the moment, neither party 
seemed to realize or chose to 
ignore, that the other was cele¬ 
brating something different. The 
Israelis expect that the settle¬ 
ments will remain and that Jeru¬ 
salem will continue as the undi¬ 
vided capital of Israel Most 
Palestinians, however, believe 
that this agreement will eventu¬ 
ally give Aero full autonomy in 
the Occupied Territories, allow¬ 
ing the Old City as the capital of 
Palestine. 

But drawing up an agreement 
to strike theses differences will 
take more than a few secret 
meetings in Norway. ■ 


Andrew Jeffreys 


Speeches 

Continued from page 6 


foundations of a just and 
comprehensive 
peace....putting an end to 
their feelings of being 
wronged and of having suf¬ 
fered ait historic injustice is 
the strongest guarantee to 
achieve coexistence and 
openness between our two 
peoples and future genera¬ 
tions. Our two peoples are 
awaiting today mis historic 
hope, and they want to give 
peace a real chance. 

Such a shift will give us 
an opportunity to embark 
upon the process of eco¬ 
nomic, social and cultural 
growth and development, 
and we hope that interna¬ 
tional participation in that 
process will oe extensive as 
it can be. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
the battle for peace is the 
most difficult battle of our 
lives. It deserves our 
utmost efforts because the 
land of peace yearns for a 
just and comprehensive 
peace. 


Mahmoud 

Abbas 


The agreement we wrflj 
sign reflects the decision 
we made in the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation to 
turn a new page in our rela¬ 
tionship with IsraeL 

We know quite well that 
this is merely the beginning 
of a journey that is sur¬ 
rounded by numerous dan¬ 
gers and difficulties. And 
yet our mutual determina¬ 
tion to overcome every¬ 
thing that stands in the way 
of the cause for peace, our 
common belief that peace 
is the only means to secur¬ 
ity and stability, and our 
mutual aspiration for a 
secure peace characterized 
by cooperation.... 

In this regard, it is impor¬ 
tant to me to affirm that we 
are looking forward with a 
great deal of hope and opti- 
triism Yd a dale - that is'two 
years from today when 
negotiations over the final 
status of our country are set 
to begin. ■ 


"Case} of hardships 

Jordanian companies 

counting their losses 





By BOal EGjjavn 

Star Staff Writer 


IT IS ironic that as the founda¬ 
tion for a lasting peace in the 
MkJidle East. is kid down, eco¬ 
nomic warfare continues to-be 
waged by the US in the Smuts of 
Than on the Red Sea; 

Since the Gulf Crisis erupted 
in August 1990, Jordan had been 
a target of Security Council vigi- • 
lance. Aqaba boiind ships con¬ 
tinue to go through nonstop 
harassment by US naval ships 
enforcing UN Security Council 
Resolution 661 (1990) of trade 
sanctions against Iraq. 

Innocent bystanders like Tur¬ 
key, Syria and Jordan had been 
hurt in tile process. But Jordan 
suffered the most because Iraq 
had become over the years Jor¬ 
dan's major trading partner. Jor¬ 
dan’s exports to Iraq were $181 
rm'Ih' on in 1989 accounting-for 
23 percent of total exports while 
in 1992 they sunk to $71 million. 
Footing the hefty bill of UN 
inspection measures, along with 
the embargo on Iraq and other 
related damages, forced all sec¬ 
tors in the Jordanian economy to 
endure serious economic 
hardships. 

As resffient as it may seem, 
the 12 percent growth rate of the 
economy in 1992. is but a natural 
outcome of a. fast recoup of 
Gulf-made fortunes by the Jorda¬ 
nian expatriate middle class and 
the sudden expansion in the con¬ 
sumer-base. But Jordan's oppor¬ 
tunity cost should be assessed 
independently: An increase in 
the volume of imports has offset 
Jordan's attemp ts at reducing its 
balance of trade deficit as Jordan 
saw substantial loss in its tradi¬ 
tional markets in the Gulf 
region. Fstimates of loss of Jor¬ 
danian exports to Iraq amounted 
to $290 million while loss of 
exports to the Gulf states were 
reported to be over $200 million. 

The UN obstruction of trade 
has cost Jordan dearly. A study, 
compiled by the Amman Cham¬ 
ber of Industry on the crisis was 
presented last wed: to. a fact- 
finding American mission visit¬ 
ing Jordan to assess the impact 
of.^be resolution. 

Iner-US- teani ; cofBes at a time 
when the pretext under which 
the embargo was imposed in the 
first place had lost its meaning. 

Jordan, complying fully with 
UN security resolutions, pre¬ 
sented its case to US Secretary 


-of -State Warren Christopher 
. when he visited the Kingdom 
fast August Infringement on the 
UN embargo resolutions by 
other countries was so evident 
chat targetiog Jordan was a clear 
case of UN double standards. 
Thousands of trucks crossed to 
Iraq from Turkey since the 
embargo was imposed on Iraq, 
" the Shipping Agents Association 
reported, which many interna- 
-tional- press . agencies later 
confirmed. , 

Observing UN resolutions, the 
Amman Chamber of Industry, 

- which is responsible for issuing 
certificates of origin, must get 
the stamp of approval from the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
which in turn endorses goods 
with a value added of no less 
"than 40 percent ThcMhvstry of 
Finance would only then issue 
export and import licenses under 
further stringent restrictions. 

"Cases of Hardships" is a sec¬ 
tion included m the Chamber’s 
report assessing individual cases 
of related losses: The Jordan 
Carbonate Co., a calcium carbo¬ 
nate exporter to Iraq, stopped 
altogether when it realized a 
52.4 million loss annually in 
three consecutive .. years. 
VAPCO. a Jordanian veterinary 
and agricultural supplier dealing 
with Iraq had its UN papers in 
order, clearing the way for drug 
exports to Iraq. Yet on 4 August 
1992, the company applied for 
an export permit for the amount 
of $ 7.6 million within the Jordan 
oian/Iraqi protocol and received 
a delayed and limited approval 
from New York on 5 September 
1992 for $5 million. The export 
transaction was delayed again by 
the Ministry of Finance, which 
approved the export transaction 
on 20 December 1992. But the 
Letter of Credit had already 
expired burdening tile company 
with $48,000 in damages. 

Another case is the Jordan 
Feed Company: It reported a IS 
percent ■ sanctions-relaied 
increase in its cost of produc¬ 
tion—it calculated an inspection 
surcharge of $12 per ton. The 
company also decreased its pro¬ 
duction by IS percent The Jor¬ 
dan . Phosphate Mines Co; 
t JFMG) reported xm increase in - 
freight changes from $13 in 1991 
to $19 in 1992 for each ton. 
JPMC had also reported that it 
had defaulted, on contracts 
because there wasn't enough 
ships docking at Aqaba and 


stopped is fcrfttiw pk* 
duction because storing facilities 
in Aqaba «ere ©tinges## ; 
because there were not eata^h. 
calling vessels. . V 

Direct losses and damages, 
realized by the shipp^ and / 
overland transport!jpAmUto 
dan between 1996 Md 4W3. 
were estimated at 5550 rrapm 
according 10 the study, 


exports via Aqaba dropped-«&- 
g .4 million tons m 199Q J&Dtuy 


5.8 million tons in 1993. . 

The study said Enaj tncjuanu*.:- 
factoring sector's share of-tiwe. 
losses amounted to $275 /mulioti 
while other losses in exports to 
Yemen and North African States 
were estimated at over $160 rail: .• 
lion. Unrecovered Iraqi . debts 
completed before rhe UN raohr-- 
tion amounted to $75 mUUoa. 
and losses suffered by ; small 
entrepreneurs doing border trade 
added up to $22 million. ; 

Indirect damages had 
realized as well, since haff roT 
Aqaba-bound shipping Tines, 
were transferred to other pa rty in 
the region. Jordanian consumers- 
footed the added cost of produc¬ 
tion, draining needed foreign 
currencies. According to many 
manufacturers interviewed by 
The Star, the consumer pays far 
the delay, transport, inspection 
fees and the increased ins uranc e 
fees charged as overhead 
expenses. "There is no other 
alternative but to have the consu¬ 
mer subsidize our losses," Mr . 
Abdel Fattah ShaziK, plant man¬ 
ager at the Samsung factory told 
The Star. 

"In some cases the shipment 
delays added up to 3 weeks." •. •: 

Mr Shazili said that at One 
point he had to send home 1 60. . ■ 
assembly workers for one month 
because his production materials 
were delayed when the ship was- 
sent to Sharjah in the United - 
Arab Emirates. "I sent my per- ' 
manent factory employees home 
on a paid leave for one month 
billing the company for JD 7500. - 
I couldn't risk losing them," said 
the manager. 

He added that another JD 2500 
were lost to extra shipping 
charges and "this does not 
include delays in delivering con¬ 
tracts on time neither does it '.. 
itictGde losing ground to compe- 
tition.” Mr Shazili also charged 
that cargo originating in the Far 
East had been the object of 
harsher and more thorough ' 
inspection procedures than the -. 
one from Western countries. H 


* 
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Jericho Jewish settlers reject accord with Palestinians 


JERICHO—Despite the ambi¬ 
guities of the Gaza-Jericho 
accord, it didn’i take most Pales¬ 
tinians long to line up in condi¬ 
tional support or complete oppo¬ 
sition 10 the agreement. 

Pockets of opposition through¬ 
out the West Bank to the signing 
of the agreement, however, 
didn't seem to douse the enthu¬ 
siasm among Palestinians gener¬ 
ated by Israel’s formal recogni¬ 
tion of the PLO last Friday. The 
Palestinian flag raised over the 
Damascus Gate before thou¬ 
sands of cheering Palestinians 
tfor the first time in 2 b yearsi 
\va> the spark that ignited the 
fire of optimism spread through 
occupied East Jerusalem and 
most of the West Bank. 

"Every centimeter Israel gives 
us. we become winners." said 
Jamal Barham, who lives in Jeri¬ 
cho and owns a shoe store in 
Jerusalem’s Old Citv. "Even the 


two centimeters we have been 


given is a victory. 

His enthusiasm for the agree¬ 
ment and for the recognition 
was shared by thousands of Pal¬ 
estinians who arrived by the bus 
loads from Bethlehem. Nablus 
and Ramallah. flooding the nar¬ 
row streets of occupied East 
Jerusalem and Jericho to sing, 
dance and wave their flags in 
support of Abu Ammor for three 
days prior to the signing of the 
accord. 

A stone's throw away from 
celebrating Palestinians, Israelis 
were less enthusiastic about the 
prospects of peace. Although the 
Israeli daily Yediot Ahronot 
reported last week char of 500 
Israelis randomly surveyed. 61 
percent said they supported the. 
peace settlement, one day later, 
tens of thousands of Israeli pro¬ 
testers surrounded the com¬ 
pound of government buildings 



is a 


Arafat, who 
murderer." 

Yaron is one of 17 
students at the Shalom 
al Israel Synagogue in 
Jericho’s barren coun¬ 
tryside. Before die 
Gaza-Jericho deal, 
only seven studied at 
the modest two-story 
synagogue and stu¬ 
dents were forbidden 
by the Israeli govern¬ 
ment to live near the 


residents are politically mobi¬ 
lized against ah agreement of 
any kind with the PLO. . 

General Secretary of the Mitz- 
bah Yericho Settlement Com¬ 
mittee, Bracbyanu Boas, echoed 
the sentiments of students at the 


Israeli police clash with a Jewish settler in Occupied Jerusalem 


Banking on peace 

Continued from page one 


nuhze Hamas support and most observers seem confident that 
attempts to thwart the democratic process within Jericho can be 
overcome. 

"At least SO percent of the people in this camp support the PLO." 
said Fouad Ma’amar. an English teacher in the camp. 

His colleague agreed. “People are realistic. Jericho has no indus¬ 
try until now. We hope now that we will have the opportunity to 
build our own future and our own homeland in Palestine and not in 
Israel." 

Questioned on the leadership of the new state. Issa Naji's immedi¬ 
ate response reiterates the belief of most people in Jericho that "Abu 
Amman will lx president, of course." 

Jericho's main PLO leader. Jameet Khalaf told The Star that those 
in Jericho should be very optimistic about the new peace. 

"I rrust the PLO and Abu Ammar. He has our best interests at 
heart and is looking after us." he said. "He will lead us— this is the 
first step and I am sure there will be others. Then we will establish 
our Palestine state under the one leader of the PLO." 

Concerns have been raised in the camp regarding the return of 
political prisoners, estimated at nearly 600. It seems likely that those 
convicted of association with Fatah, now legitimized by‘Israeli rec¬ 
ognition of the PLO. will be free to return while those with blood on 
their hands' will remain in jail. 

There are many reasons why the state in Jericho should succeed. If 
a disciplined police force, mostly trained abroad, can work within 
the law and if the state is under a democratically elected president 
supported by a people whose lives have been Ameliorated through a 
large injection of cash, the fears of many that the new state could 
become volatile will have been misplaced. Only time will tell 
whether or not the Palestinian state can realize these aims. 

Amy Henderson and Andrew Jeffreys 


near the Knesset. 

Before the signing of the 
accord, the spirit of anticipation 
seemed lacking in West Jerusa¬ 
lem. where most Israelis were 
going about their business as 
usual. When asked, most Israelis 
said they were happy to see 
Israel get rid of the Gaza Strip, 
but conveyed skepticism regard¬ 
ing the return of Jericho or any 
West Bank territory. 

A waitress at the Rock Pub in 
West Jerusalem’s popular Jaffa 
Street district—whose cates, 
galleries and boutiques suffer 
from excessive Western influ¬ 
ence—said she supported 
"dumping" the Gaza Strip. "Its 
costing a fortune in dollars and 
in lives." said 20 year-old 
Sharon. "Rabin is crazy to give 
back one inch of the West Bank 
because he will probably have to 
give it all back eventually. Of 
course I want peace, but this is 
my Israel." 

A young Israeli soldier, stroll¬ 
ing the empty streets of the Old 
City' late one evening said he 
recognized the need for a Pales¬ 
tinian homeland, but feared 
what it emailed. 

"The West Bank really does 
belong to the Arabs," he said, 
"bui at what cost to us? We are 
giving them something now, and 


1 believe we should give them 
more, but how much?" 

He paused, glancing around 
the empty street at buildings 
whose architecture and design 
spoke clearly of their Arab ori¬ 
gins. He seemed, for a moment, 
caught between historical fact 
and personal belief. "But they 
are already talking about Jerusa¬ 
lem," he said finally, "our capi¬ 
tal, my home. 1 don’t know what 
the solution is." 

The idea of a peace settle¬ 
ment, the return of land and the 
recognition of the PLO proved 
an even more difficult pill to 
swallow for Israeli residents in 
settlements surrounding Jericho 
than for those not yet directly 
affected by the signing of the 
proposal. 

Only two days before the sign¬ 
ing of the accord when news 
headlines shouted Israel’s recog¬ 
nition of the PLO, most people 
in the settlements completely 
denied that the inevitable bad 
finally arrived. 

This land is part of Israel," 
said Yaron, a 19 year-old from 
Mount Hebron, studying at the 
synagogue just outside Jericho. 
"[The students here] don’t 
believe [the accord] will be 
signed, even though Israel rec¬ 
ognized the PLO and Yassir 


synagogue or even to 
sleep there during the 
night because it was 
"dangerous and 
difficult" 

Now, the 17 stu¬ 
dents "live" at the syn¬ 
agogue under the 
blazing sun, sleeping 
on the asphalt sur¬ 
rounding the building 
and cooking on porta¬ 


ble grills and stoves. They con¬ 
tend that Jericho is a Jewish 
town—historically the first place 
taken by the Israelites when they 
came from Egypt Now, they 
live there as a symbol to show 
that there "are Jews here and 
Jews always were here," and 
they, like Yaron, insisted that 
the agreement would never be 
signed as it would bring shame 
oq the state of Israel. 

“They wont sign. Israel will 
rule here, not the PLO," claimed 
Chagit Khistine, who believes 
that the Gaza-Jericho accord is a 
runaway train. 

"Rabin doesn't know where it 
ends," she said, "If we start 
with Gaza-Jericho, where will it 
end? Could we give Golan to a 
terrorist enemy?" 

Fifteen kilometers away from 
the synagogue, sitting on top of 
a small mountain, is the largest 
Israeli settlement near Jericho. 

True to tbe nature of Israeli 
settlements. Mitzbah Yericho, 
meaning ’view of Jericho' in 
Hebrew, watches over tte 
sleepy little desert oasis. The 
long and winding driveway lead¬ 
ing up to the iron gate and guard 
post of tiie quiet settlement sug- - 
gests complete isolation from 
tbe outside world. But '■ foe 
majority of the settlement's 600 


synagogue. 

Speaking on behalf of the res¬ 
idents in the 16 year-old Ortho¬ 
dox settlement. Boas told The 
Star that tbe settlers are "very 
upset" about foe agreement 
"made with terrorists." 

Ironically, while settlers in the 
camps denied the viability of the 
agreement and denounced the 
PLO as a terrorist organization, 
Israeli soldiers shot and killed 
two Palestinian youths in 
Ramallah. • 

"At the moment, [the agree¬ 
ment] is all words, but we are 
sore they won't sign," Boas said. 

Boas, a history teacher, said 
he wondered why Israel should 
now give "Jewish lands’ back to 
Palestinians who left "of their 
own accord.” 

Pointing to tire Jericho syna¬ 
gogue's 1500 year-old mosaic 
tile floor as evidence of Jewish 
historical presence and God- 
given right to Jericho and its 
surrounding lands, ;; Boas 
claimed, "besides, Palestinians 
already have a Palestinian 
state..it’s in Jordan." \ He-said 
that the settlers would use 
"every democratic means”- to 
Stop foe influx of Palestinians.. 

"The Israeli government can 
try to move us," Boas said,-but 
if they tty, "well have to be 
forcedotiL" . 

Under the historical signing .of 
fast Monday's Gaza-Jericho. 
accord. Israelis settlers will be 
allowed to remain in Jericho as 
well as Gaza, but most see no 
need, to "make peace" with Pal-:. 
estiniansorTLO terrorists." 

After all. one settler , from 
Vered Yericho daimed.we are 
"living in peace, with. Palestini¬ 
ans—Israel gave them water, 
electricity and education. Israel 
gave them more than any Pales¬ 
tinian ever did." 

"" Maybe in the months to come, 
results of the Gaza-Jericho 
accord can redefine "peace" foc- ; 
both parties, fait until then Pal-; 
estiirians and Israelis will- con-, 
fame to eye each other wifo sus -) 
pidon and fear. ■ . -: 


Amy Henderson 



Palestine flag flies over Jerusalem 

Continued from page one 


part of her lifeeither at war or 
under occupation; part of "foe 
str uggl e." Had - she - never 
.dreamed this moment would 
come? Nevermind, she had ’ 
lived to see the day.VIt was 
here, and was going to. be 
a partof it, 

Their datum was so contag¬ 
ions, even onlookers in snp- 
port of foePalestinian cause,, 
recognizing this significant 
milestone in Palestinian his¬ 
tory, were caught np in _ foe 
moment and took tune follow 
the crowd, and marvel at his- ; 
toryunfoldlngin front offoeir 
eyes. Onlookers were wonder- , 
mg which was louder; foe 
drone of hundreds of car 
fioms, or tbe shouts of elated 
Palestinians packed into cars,-' 
riding on trikes' and folk)wing 
on foot. - , v.* 

.Even foe presence oMsrseli 
soldiers, usually a cause of 
contention, went mumticed by 
Palestinians . and ^ could' - net 
Jiaye dampened. foe spirit of 


foe evening, in contradicts 
to policy and instinct, the n 
diers could only watch ti 
time as the crowd flowed pa 
them. Their single protest th 
edebrators not stand on yel 
ties parked along the sfo* 
was drowned oat ty antic" 
foe bagpipes in front of. ti 
entourage.. K 

At foe gate,_ 

flags.and people__ 

streetj tfae lawn and foe" 
way left scarcely a foot 
standing room. Silent only $ 
a brief moment as foe flag< 
?aised, an incredulous era 
eniptal; Into more cheers a 
whistles as foeir ftag ^ 

hoisted over the Holy 

foehf city;, epit omizing decat 
of.Palestinian stra ggle g 
symbolizing wfaat.palesturi! 
hope Is foe begfrming of i 
end ot.a cruel and Woo 
occupation of foetr-honieJai 
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